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Canaan ruins found near Jerusalem 
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King receives Saudi message 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein 
Thursday received a message from King Fahd of 
Saudi Arabia in reply to the King's message to King 
Fahd upon departure from Saudi Arabia earlier in the 
week. King Fahd described his meeting with King 
Hussein as a clear signal for the deep relations between 
Jordan and Saudi Arabia. King Fahd wished King Hus- 
sein good health and a happy life and the Jordanian 
people further progress and development . In another 
development, families of Jordanian political prisoners 
in Syrian jails have sent a message to His Majesty 
King Hussein calling for continued efforts to secure 
release of all Jordanian prisoners abroad. The fami- 
lies voiced support for the King’s efforts to foster and 
enhance human rights and democratic freedom in the 
Kingdom and the region as a whole. 
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Tense calm in south after riots related 
to increase in bread and fodder prices 

King cites foreign role in 
riots, warns against any 
bid to undermine Jordan 


Violence flares after Friday prayers in Karak 
before spreading; rioters clash with security 
forces, attack government and private property 

Stranded tourists moved away after ordeal 


From Ayman A1 Safadi 
In Karak 

TENSE CALM returned to 
Karak and other southern 
towns late Friday after 
angry rioters protesting the 
increase in the price of 
bread battled with security 
forces, burned down gov- 
ernment buildings and pri- 
vate banks and torched 
vehicles. 

Security forces were on 
high alert in the southern 
towns of Ma'an, Tafileh, A1 
Qaser, A1 Mazar and A1 
Rabbeh as well as Karak, 
where the violence erupted 
after Friday prayers at the 
town's main Omari 
Mosque. 

Karak residents said the 
violence 1 began when 
police tried to stop a group 
of 200-300 people who 
staged a march and shouted 
slogans demanding the 
downfall of the government 
of Primfe Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti for its deci- 
sion to double the price of 
bread and animal feed. 

They said police used 
tear-gas, rubber bullets and 
fired live bullets in the air 
to disperse the protesters, 
who in turn pelted police- 
men with stones and set 
fire to several buildings, 
among them a branch of 
the Civil Consumers Cor- 
poration and the Arab Bank 
and torched government 
and private cars. 

Eyewitnesses said the 
riots spread to the cities of 
Ma’an, Tafileh, AJ Qaser, 
A1 Mazar and A1 Rabbeh 
late in the evening after 
tense calm returned to 
Karak. 

There were reports that a 
child died from asphyxia- 
tion and 13 people were 
wounded in the riots but it 
was not possible to confirm 
these reports from indepen- 
dent sources. His Majesty 
King Hussein said in an 
address to the nation that 
there were- no casualties 
among the protesters and 
the only minor injuries 
were suffered by members 
of the security forces. 

A number of Karak resi- 
dents who took pan in the 
clashes told the Jordan 
Times that violence began 
after police tried to stop the 


demonstrators by using 
tear-gas. 

Confrontations escalated 
after that and demonstra- 
tors whose number was 
estimated at 2000 burned at 
least four banks, the Civil 
Consumers' Society and 
other government facilities. 

Eyewitnesses told the 
Jordan Times that the riot- 
ers raised slogans demand- 
ing the resignation of the 
Kabariti government and 
the reversal of the decision 
to lift subsidies and, later in 
the day, the release of 
detainees whose number 
Karak deputy Nazih 
Ammarin put at 30. 

Young men who were 
still in the streets, where 
tyres were burning early 
this morning, said the 
demonstrators insisted that 
police forces withdraw 
from the city., in which 
power was cut till 7.00 p.m. 
before they would stop the 
riots. 

Residents said that Karak 
Governor Badriddin A1 
Wadian formed a commit- 
tee of city dignitaries to 
negotiate with the rioters 
after violence died down 
for a while at about 4 p.ra. 
But, they said, police fired 
teargas as the committee 
met with the people and 
violence flared-up again. 

But clashes stopped at 
about 8 p.m. when police 
withdrew from the streets 
which were blocked by 
rocks and burning tyres.. 

Some rioters were seen 
looting the Civil Con- 
sumers’ Society and three 
cars which were put on fire 
by them were still burning 
in the streets in which no 
policemen could be seen 
between S p.m. Friday and 
1 a. m Saturday when they 
went back to the city]s 
main streets and took posi- 
tions there. Traffic lights at 
the entrance of Karak from 
Amman were also dam- 
aged but there were no 
police presence at the 
entrance which security 
forces blocked earlier in 
the day. 

Residents said the riots 
were spontaneous but 
pointed that leaflets incit- 
ing people to protest the 
hiking of bread prices were 
distributed on Thursday in 


the city, whose population 
is known to be politically 
active and where various 
leftist, centrist and Islamic 
parties have strong follow- 
ing. 

Dr. Ammarin, who along 
with 22 other lawmakers 
had expressed total opposi- 
tion to the lifting of subsi- 
dies and boycotted parlia- 
ment sessions to protest the 
decision last week, blamed 
the violence on police 
whose "intense presence in 
the city." he said, provoked 
the people into confronta- 
tion with members of the 
security forces. 

“The city was trans- 
formed into a police bar- 
racks in an unnecessary 
show of force that pro- 
voked the people,” Dr. 
Ammarin told the Jordan 
Times. . ._ 

. . Dr. . Ammarin . said . . he 
stopped his efforts to calm 
down the situation at the 
request of the governor 
after Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti "threatened 
me and told me point blank 
that I was not to interfere in 
security matters with the 
use of a severe language.” 
Dr. Ammarin said Mr 
Kabariti 's call came when 
he was negotiating the riot- 
ers' demands with the gov- 
ernor. He said be bad told 
the rioters that he would 
speak on their behalf the 
issues of subsidies and 
detainees but he would not 
address their other 
demands for the release of 
Islamist activist Leith 
Shbeilat who is spending a 
prison term for lese majeste 
and the demand for the 
downfall of the govern- 
ment. 

City residents shared Dr. 
Ammarin *s assessment of 
the situation as "very 
tense” in the city, which, 
residents say, will explode 
again if detainees are oot 
released and if the police 
do not leave. 

Young men standing at 
the coiners of the city 
streets said the riots would 
erupt again if the detainees 
were not freed and if 
police returned to the city. 

About 100 tourists of var- 
ious nationalities were 
stranded in Karak for a few 
hours before they were 


evacuated from Karak rest- 
house out of the city under 
police escort. 

One tourist, Martina 
Sabra, who got held up 
with her husband and their 
10- week-old daughter, said 
that one police officer 
advised her not to go fur- 
ther south on Saturday 
morning. 

In Amman, Speaker of 
the Upper House of Parlia- 
ment Ahmad Lawzi con- 
demned "irresponsible acts 
in parts of the country’’ and 
urged dialogue and democ- 
ratic means as the only way 
to address issues of con- 
cern. 

Speaker of the Lower 
House of Parliament Sa'd 
Hayel Srour expressed re- 
gret over the riots in Karak 
. and echoed Mr Lawzi in 
stressing- dialogue as the 
best means of dealing with 
issues of contention. 

He said nobody would 
benefit from destroying 
public property and called 
for “controlling any behav- 
iour that could damage our 
achievements.” 

Former Prime Minister 
Taher A1 Masri blamed the 
government for the riots 
and strongly criticised the 
police’ handling of the riot- 
ers. 

"What is happening is 
very dangerous and its con- 
sequences are dangerous,” 
Mr. Masri said. "We 
warned against the conse- 
quences of this but all our 
warnings fell on deaf ears. 
We have to take a very 
responsible stand to pre- 
empt all the repercussions.” 
The Lower House of par- 
liament member said he 
will talk with his col- : 
leagues in the House and 
that they “should come up 
with a stand that expresses 
its independence and repre- 
sentation of the people” 

A Ma’an resident told the 
Jordan Tunes by telephone 
that riots broke at the city 
centre at around 10:30 in 
the evening. 

He said that with the 
Housing and Islamic -banks 
and a local store were in 
fire and that when he called 
civil defence they told him 
they could not get to down- 
town to put the fires off. 


AMMAN (J.T.) - His Ma- 
jesty King Hussein Friday 
has accused “misled and 
misleading elements that 
belong to outside parties 
and powers” of being 
behind the riots that broke 
yesterday afternoon in 
some towns in the south 
and warned that the author- 
ities “would strike with an 
iron fist” against those who 
would foment unrest 
In a television address he 
will deliver to the nation 
this morning the King 
said: “Let us put an end to 
this black page that we 
lived on Friday and let 
those who were responsible 
bear the responsibility and 
the punishment for what 
they did.” A copy of the. 
speech was made available 
to newspapers through the 
official news agency, Petra. 

The King said, however, 
that strict orders have been 
given to all security forces 
in the police and army to 
exercise maximum restraint 
in their reaction to the riot- 
ers. 

“No injuries have hap- 
pened except among those 
who are ever vigilant to 
defend the homeland and 
protect the people,” be said. 

The King absolved the 
Islamic Action Front from 
any responsibility for the 
riots. 

“With absolute clarity (let 
me say) that the elements 
(behind the riots) have in no 
way or form any link to the 
Islamic Action Front," he 
said. 

Following is the full text 
of the King’s address: 

My dear brothers the citi- 
zens, 

Greetings from myself to 
all of you, old and young, 
men, women and children 
alike, the greetings of A1 
Hussein to his comrades in 
arms, the soldiers of the 
country and its heroes, its 
men in the Arab army, the 
Jordanian Armed Forces, 
the shield and fence of the 
country, its voice and its 
protector, the dearest thing 
to its leader along with the 
security forces and all 
blessed forces in this coun- 
try, those who remain vigi- 



lant to safeguard it and pro- 
tect the security of its citi- 
zens, to those who are still 
in service and those who 
had the honour of raising 
the dear banner of the 
Armed Forces high over 
their heads, wherever they 
are. 

It is in God’s holy book: 
“To the faithful, when the 
call to prayers is made on 
Friday, praise Allah, quit 
trading; it is good for you. 
And when prayers are over 
spread into the land and 
seek God's blessings and 
praise him so that you will 
triumph.” 

To all of you, 

I am really sorry and 
pained to tell you that in the 
afternoon of today, Friday, 
a band of spiteful people 
who have never believed in 
this homeland, Jordan, as a 
reality and as a proud Arab 
fortress, steadfast in the 
face of storms and perils, 
deceived some others in a 
sinful attempt to plant the 
seeds of sedition which is 
cursed by God. 

They worked in several of 
the Kingdom's areas, burn- 
ing and destroying some 
state property — which is 


your property — and other 
private property. In some 
areas, they started shooting 
at security men and citizens 
from some bouses here and 
there. 

For clarity’s sake, these 
elements do not belong in 
any form to the Islamic 
Action Front in this coun- 
try..... In fact these misled 
and misleading elements 
are the remains of some 
who belong to parties oper- 
ating outside Jordan in 
terms of ideology and 
belief. Many a time I have 
warned and drew attentions 
to my uneasiness over 
democracy in Jordan — 
which we always wanted to 
be an example to be fol- 
lowed by others, be they 
near or far — from its ene- 
mies who disguise them- 
selves in it, and work to 
abort it and destroy all of 
the achievements of the 
country and its citizens over 
the past years. 

Dear citizens. 

As I talk ro you in the 
frank manner that I always 
used, I who turned 60 %vho 
served amongst you for 44 
years, I tell you one by one: 


Your country now needs 
you all, needs you aware- 
ness, determination and sol- 
idarity to be able to bury 
sedition. 

Instructions were issued 
to all security and Armed 
Forces personnel to exer- 
cise self-restraint, and these 
instructions were imple- 
mented to the letter. No 
injuries took place, except 
among those who protect 
the land and the honour as 
well as the right of every 
citizen to live in security 
and peace. These injuries 
were, thank God, light. 

But instructions were 
issued in precaution and in 
preparation for these unex- 
pected, unconstitutional 
and unparliamentary sur- 
prises. 

Jordan is the wall sup- 
porting Palestine and its 
people in their pursuit to 
regain their rights on their 
national soil. Jordan is in 
the most vital position in 
the body of its nation. And, 
I repeat, that is why the 
instructions were issued out 
of precaution to strike with 
an iron fist on the hand of 
every disobedient, everyone 
who challenges security 
and everyone who plants 
sedition. That is truly our 
right as it is our duty as a 
whole, as people, govern- 
ment and King who is the 
supreme commander of the 
Armed Forces. So let what 
happened thus far be the 
end of this black page 
which we witnessed today. 
Every one of us will shoul- 
der the responsibility of 
what he committed against 
his country and will be, 
God willing, punished. 

This country, for which I 
lived amongst those proud 
people and those whose 
heads do not bend except 
for God the Almighty, will 
remain strong in the face of 
all storms and hard in the 
face of all evil powers. I 
will always remain keen on 
protecting the interest of 
the country, its citizens os 
individuals and as groups, 
until the day I meet my Cre- 
ator with my book in my 
right hand 
Peace be upon you 


Royal Decree terminates Parliament’s extraordinary session 
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By P.V.Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein on Friday 
ordered the immediate ter- 
mination of the extraordi- 
nary session of Parliament 
that started on June 20. 

A Royal Decree carried 
by the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said the interruption 
of the session took immedi- 
ate effect 

Parliament will begin its 
regular annual session ip 
October. Under the Consti- 
tution, the King could defer 
the beginning of the session 
up to 60 days. 

The decree ordering the 
termination of the extraordi- 
nary session was issued sev- 


eral hours after riots broke 
out in southern Jordan, 
where protesters against the 
increase in bread prices 
clashed with security forces 
and attempted to destroy 
state and private property. 

The extraordinary session 
of Parliament was called to 
discuss pending legislation 
specified in the Royal 
Decree convening the ses- 
sion, but most of the legisla- 
ture’s discussions dealt with 
the government’s move to 
lift subsidies and increase 
the price of bread and fod- 
der as part of the Kingdom’s 
economic restructuring pro- 
gramme. And the House 
was also hit this month by a 
boycott of 23 • members 
from opposition groups 


locked in a related dispute 
with the government 

The government and Par- 
liament could not see eye- 
to-eye on the proposed 
increases and on a mecha- 
nism of cash compensation 
to ensure that Jordanians are 
not affected negatively by 
the increase. 

The removal of direct sub- 
sidies for fodder led to hikes 
in the market prices of dairy 
products despite the cash 
compensations offered by 
the government, which cited 
direct smuggling and the 
use of subsidised fodder to 
fatten sheep intended for 
sales in neighbouring coun- 
tries. 

Tlie executive authority 
also said subsidised bread 


was being smuggled and 
wasted in huge quantities 
and tbat the removal of 
direct subsidies was aimed 
at checking these practices. 

A special parliamentary 
committee drew up propos- 
als which were rejected by 
the government, which said 
the proposals failed to serve 
the basic goal of removing 
subsidies. Officials also said 
the proposals actually 
meant additional spending 
over and above the present 
annual subsidies of JD 95 
million at a time when the 
treasury was also facing an 
increased budget deficit. 

After it became clear fol- 
lowing laborious discus- 
sions and meetings within 
and outside Parliament that 


the legislative and executive 
authorities could not reach 
common ground, the gov- 
ernment on Tuesday 
announced increases in the 
prices of bread and a cash 
compensation of at least JD 
1.28 per month for every 
Jordanian. 

Excluded from the com- 
pensation are the nearly 
400,000 foreign workers in 
the country and tourists. 

On Wednesday, the spe- 
cial parliamentary commit- 
tee presented its own ver- 
sion of increased prices and 
cash compensation to Par- 
liament, but the proposals, 
which effectively meant a 
renegotiation with the gov- 
ernment over the issue, 
were turned down by the 


House with a 23-29 vote, 
with 52 deputies attending 
the session. 

The group of 23 other 
deputies, mostly from the 
Islamic Action Front and 
leftist parties, including 
Karak Deputy Nazih 
Ammarin (see story above), 
stayed away from the ses- 
sion, maintaining a boycott 
they launched two weeks 
ago in protest against what 
they said was the failure of 
the state-run Jordan Televi- 
sion to air their full speech- 
es in die House on the issue 
of subsidies. 

Several deputies criticised 
the group's boycott, point- 
ing out that if the 23 
dqjuties hod attended 
Wednesday's session, the 


committee proposals would 
have had enough support for 
endorsement. (Even if the 
House had adopted the pro- 
posals, it would not have 
any impact on the increases 
announced by the govern- 
ment, which said it was on 
administrative decision and 
prerogative of the executive 
authority under the Consti- 
tution. 

Samir Habashneb, chair- 
man of the special commit- 
tee, said meanwhile he was 
also determined to join the 
boycott of the sessions of 
the House (see page 3). 

During Wednesday’s ses- 
sion, Prone Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti strongly 
criticised the group, which 
in turn issued a statement 


accusing him of using unac- 
ceptable language and 
demanding his govern- 
ment's resignation. 

The termination of the 
extraordinary session meant 
that pending legislation, 
including a new law on the 
Jordan Press Association 
and an important agreement 
between the government 
and an American company 
on prospecting for oil, 
would have to await the reg- 
ular annual session. It also 
means that Parliament 
members do not have 
immunity against arrest and 
prosecution since the Con- 
stitution states that such 
immunity is valid only 
when the legislature is in 
session. 


Jordan Times, Saturday, August 17, 1996 
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Arafat faced assassination 
attempts, Abbas discloses 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A Palestinian 
architect of peace deals with 
Israel said in a newspaper 
interview published on Fri- 
day that Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat had faced sev- 
eral assassination attempts in 
recent weeks. 

Mahmoud Abbas, known 
as Abu Mazea also told the 
Israeli daily Yedioth 
Ahronoth that he viewed 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu elected in May as 
“pragmatic'* and “a strong 
leader.” 

Asked about leaks that 
there had been several 
attempts to assassinate Mf. 
Arafat in recent weeks. Mr. 
Abbas said: “That's correct, 
there were several attempts. 
Mr. Arafat's life is always in 
danger, from individuals, 
from organisations against 
peace, and from countries 
opposed to the agreement 
(with Israel).” 

“But Arafat is a brave man. 
He took on himself the com- 
mitment to the agreement 
with Israel, and he is fulfill- 
ing his obligation. He. and 
we with him. want to live in 
peace with you and safe- 
guard the peace. However, 
the situation is veiy diffi- 
cult,” said Mr. Abbas 

Mr. Abbas gave no details 
of the assassination attempts, 
and there was no immediate 
confirmation of the report 
from Mr. Arafat’s office. 

Mr. Abbas was a key figure 
in the secret talks that led to 
the initial Israel-Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) accord, and he signed 


the September 1993 agree- 
ment for the PLO in Wash- 
ington. In May he was named 
general secretary of die 
PLO's Executive Committee, 
in effect making him Mr. 
Arafat's heir apparent 

Mr. Abbas, asked whether 
he could see Mr. Arafat giv- 
ing up bis quest for peace, 
said, "yes. certainly,” the 
newspaper reported. 

“If the government of 
Israel brings him to a dead 
end and he sees there is no 
way out Arafat could cer- 
tainly announce: i can’t take 
it any more, I have nothing to 
offer my nation and I am not 
capable of bearing the 
responsibility which I look 
upon myself. I made peace, I 
worked for peace, but we 
have reached an impasse.' 

“I really hope that we 
won't reach that moment I 
don't want to think about that 
moment” Mr. Abbas said. 

Mr. Abbas called Mr. 
Arafat “the optimist of opti- 
mists.” 

“For many years, before 
we came here, he was the one 
who filled us with hope, and 
always knew how to spot the 
points of light and call for 
continued effort” he said. 
“Even now. Mr. Arafat tells 
our people that though the 
situation is difficult and 
Israel says no and delays the 
implementation of the agree- 
ment be insists that we must 
still hope and wait patiently.” 

Mr. Abbas said Mr. Arafat 
would not accept expansion 
of Jewish settlements in the 
West Bank and Gaza, Israel 
refusing to withdraw its 


troops from most of Hebron 
as promised, or Israel refus- 
ing to negotiate on the future 
of Jerusalem. 

The Palestinians want East 
Jerusalem, which Israel 
seized in the 1967 Mideast 
war. as capital of a future 
state. The Israel-PLO agree- 
ments call for the final gams 
of the city tso be determined 
in negotiations between the 
two sides, but Mr. 

Netanyahu has already said 
he will not negotiate on 
Jerusalem. 

“If that is so. he does not 
intend to honour the agree- 
ment, and he is seeking to use 
force to impose a reality,” 
Mr. Abbas told Yediot 

AhronoL 

Mr. Abbas said that if there 
is no negotiation on 

Jerusalem, there will be no 
peace between the two peo- 
ples. 

Mr. Abbas said he was tak- 
ing part in get-acquainted 
meetings in Tel Aviv neariy 
every day with representa- 
tives of Mr. Netanyahu, the 
right-wing Likud Parry 

leader who opposes the land- 
for-peace policy of the gov- 
ernment he ousted. 

“We are getting ready for 
the possibility the negotia- 
tions will resume,” Mr. 
Abbas said. 

He said he expected that 
ultimately Ml Netanyahu 
would agree to meet Mr. 
Arafat Mr. Netanyahu has 
said he will meet the PLO 
chairman only when be 
deems it appropriate. 




Yemen wants to join GCC - — president 
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RELIEF FROM HEAT: Palestinian children frolic in a water fountain outside 
Jerusalem’s Old City walls to get some relief from the midday temperatures which 
have averaged over 30 degrees all summer. The children play in the fountain as 
there are no public swimming pools in East Jerusalem (Renters photo) 


Greeks 
and Turks 
in festival 


Dozens killed in Libya 
clashes, opposition says 


Bani-Sadr to testify in court on 
Iranian ties to Berlin murders 


BERLIN (R) — Former 
Iranian President Abolhassan 
Bani-Sadr will testify in a 
German court this week 
about his allegations linking 
Tehran to the-1992 murder of 
three Kurdish opposition 
leaders in Berlin. 

The Berlin court approved 
on Thursday a request by 
prosecutors trying five sus- 
pects for the gangland-style 
slayings that Mr. Bani-Sadr 
should spell out his asser- 
tions that cop Iranian leaders 
knew of and approved the 
attack. 

Reached at his exile home 
in France, Mr. Bani-Sadr 
confirmed he would repeat in 
court his charges that Iran's 
president and spirituai leader 
personally blessed the assas- 
sination three months in 
advance. 

“Bani-Sadr will identify 
and confirm who was pulling 
the strings in Tehran,” said 
Wolfgang Wieland. a lawyer 
representing families of the 
victims before the Berlin 


court. 

Tehran has poured scorn on 
Mr. Bani-Sadr, who now 
lives near Paris and vehe- 
mently opposes Iran's Islam- 
ic government. 

Mr. Bani-Sadr. 63, told 
prosecutors in June the assas- 
sination plan must have been 
approved personally by Pres- 
ident Akbar Has he mi Raf- 
sanjani and Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, Iran’s religious 
leader. 

“The plan for killing the 
Kurds in die Mykonos 
restaurant was approved by 
the president and the reli- 
gious leader of Iran around 
three months before the 
assassination,” the prosecu- 
tion has said in a court sub- 
mission based on Mr. Bani- 
Sadr’s statement. 

“Without their agreement, 
carrying out the attack was 
just as unlikely as it would 
have been without massive 
support from the state, for 
example through passports, 
plane tickets, money, special 


telephone numbers,” it 
added. 

An Iranian. Kazem Darpbi,, 
and •- four Lebanese .. .are . 
accused of murdering the 
three leaders of the'Irahian' 
Democratic Party of Kurdis- 
tan (DPK-i) and tbeir transla- 
tor in Berlin’s Mykonos 
restaurant in September 
1992. 

Lawyers questioned an 
Iranian engineer who is a 
witness for the defence in the 
German embassy in Tehran 
on Monday, the judge said, 
adding that transcripts of the 
interview were not yet avail- 
able. A second scheduled 
witness did not appear. 

Defence lawyers had cried 
for a year to win permission 
from Iran to let the witnesses 
testify. The high-profile case 
has strained German-lrawaa 
relations, especially after 
prosecutors issued an arrest 
warrant in March against 
Iranian Intelligence Minister 
Ali Fallahiyan accusing him 
of masterminding the attack. 


GOKCEADA, Turkey (R) 
— Ethnic Greeks on a small 
Turkish island celebrated an 
orthodox Christian festival 
in peace with Turks on 
Thursday but historical 
rivalries and the Cyprus 
issue remained a source of 
thinly-veiled friction. 

Greeks sacrificed bulls 
blessed by orthodox church 
officials, danced to traditon- 
al songs and prayed in a 
small church in one of the 
island’s Greek villages in a 
festival commemorating 
Dormition Day, known as 
assumption in Western 
Christian churches. 

“We don’t care about the 
problems with the Greeks 
and the Turks." said Mavri- 
anos Graffiadeilis, who rep- 
resents Greeks who have 
migrated from die island to 
live in Thessaloniki, Greece. 

About 2,000 ethnic 
Greeks bom on the island, 
called Gokceada in Turkish 
,and Irnhip^ wC Greek, came 
, from jEuI.oy^the world for 
. Dormmon,' which ; - : coia- • 
'memorates ” die ^Virgin- 
Mary’s rise to heaven. 

The island's Turkish gen- 
darmerie commander 
danced in tile main square 
with the village headman 
and the leader of the island’s 
Greek expatriates. 

The crowd was reluctant 
to discuss the historical 
problems between Greeks 
and Turks, which flared up 
in Cyprus in recent days 
with the killing of two 
Greek Cypriots by people 
from the T\irkish side of the 
divided island. 

Residents of Gokceada, in 
the north Aegean Sea, dis- 
tanced themselves from the 
problems between the two 
nations which escalated 
early in the year in a conflict 
over the deserted Aegean 
islet of Kardak, known as 
Imia to the Greeks. 


CAIRO (AFP - ) — Renewed 
fighting between two mili- 
tant organisations and Libyan 
security forces has left scores 
dead, the two opposition 
groups said in a statement in 
an Arabic daily Friday. 

“The armed Jamaa 
IsJamiyah” and “the Move- 
ment of Islamic Martyrs” 
said in a statement in Lon- 
don-based A1 Hayat that “the 
situation in the east of Libya 
has deteriorated severely” 
over the past weeks. 

“Several battles have taken 
place between militants and 
the security forces causing 
dozens of deaths on both 
sides,” according to tbe 
paper. 

“The Movement of Islamic 
Martyrs said the Libyan secu- 
rity services had foiled an 
assassination attempt planned 
by its militan ts in Benghazi” 
against Libyan Defence Min- 
ister Colonel Abu BakrYou- 
nis Jaber. it added. 

On Tuesday travellers 
arriving in Egypt from Libya 
said Libyan security forces 
backed by warplanes had 
clashed with Islamic funda- 
mentalists /in .eastenl^jbyte . 
and. that such sldrinisbes had 
‘ Been ' more 

than a year! 

‘The security forces are 


backed by MiG-23 and 
Sukhoi planes which have 
been bombarding armed 
Islamist hideouts in the 
mountainous area between 
Dima and Jabal Lakhdar for 
the past week,” one Libyan 
traveller said. 

The armed Jamaa 
Islaraiyah said in a statement 
signed by its leader, Abu 
Abdallah Sadek, that “five of 
its members, including the 
head of the Kbaled A1 Zen- 
tani cell of Tripoli and 16 
security service troops had 
been killed in a seven-hour 
battle at Ain Marah near 
Dema in eastern Libya when 
one its cells ambushed a 
security service battalion,” 
tbe newspaper said 

Exiled Libyan opposition 
groups and travellers have 
reported several flare-ups in 
past months, most recently in 
mid-July when security 
forces crushed a mutiny in 
Buslim jail near Tripoli 
where political prisoners are 
held. 

Ali A1 Sfaerif, of the Libyan 
Human Rights League, said 
‘that ” crashes’ between’ the 
‘authorities and anned Islamic 
fundamentalists ' had left 600 
dead" and' 7 SO ' wounded on 
both sides in the past year. 


SANAA (R) — Yemeni President All Abdullah Saleh in 
remarks published on Thursday reiterated his country s 
interest in joining the oil-rich Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC). "Yemen occupies a basic and important position 
in the Arabian Peninsula and the Gulf.... ’ he said in an 
interview with the Beirut-based Adwa Al Yemen Maga- 
zine that was republished in Yemen s official daily Ai 
Thawra. “The natural place of Yemen is to be- among the 
brotherly countries of the council which is a Matter upto 
the northerly leaders of the council.” be added. The 
GCC is a military, political and economic alliance com- 
prising Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain. Qatar, the Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates and Oman. Impoverished Yemen s ties 
with GCC states, especially Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, 
were damaged because of Sanaa's sympathy with Iraq 
after its invasion of Kuwait in 1990. Relations with 
Saudi Arabia have gradually improved since then, but 
strains persist with Kuwait Yemeni officials have previ- 
ously expressed an interest in joining the GCC. 


Wife of Israeli spy jailed in U.S. ends fast 


TEL AVTV (R) — The wife of convicted /ynerican Jew- 
ish spy Jonathan Pollard, jailed for spying for Israel, 
ended an 18-day hunger strike after meeting Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu on Thursday, Mr. 
Netanyahu's office said. “Mrs. Esther Pollard met the 
prime mini ster today and told him she had decided at his 
request to stop the hunger strike." a statement released 
by the office said. It said Mr. Netanyahu had pledged to 
work for Pollard's release from prison in the United 
States. Mrs. Pollard announced her fast in Jerusalem on 
July 28 saying she would take only water until the 
release of her husband, a former U.S. navy intelligence 
analyst jailed for life for passing secrets to Israel. A few 
days earlier. LLS. President Bill Clinton had denied 
clemency to Pollard, in jail since 1985. 


Iran denies breaking Iraq sanctions 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran has denied U.S. accusations it 
allowed ships carrying contraband Iraqi oil to transit 
I ranian Gulf waters, saying the American navy took 
bribes to let some ships through, a newspaper said on 
Thursday. The daily Sal am carried an Iranian navy state- 
ment denying the charges raised at the U.N. Security 
Council last week and quoting unnamed ship captains as 
saying they “could pay a bribe and pass American ships 
without being stopped and inspected.” The statement 
said the Iranian navy had inspected thousands of ships 
while enforcing United Nations sanctions against Iraq 
and stopped hundreds of violators. “But the American 
navy does not stop (many) ships because of secret deals 
with multi-national corporations,” added the statement 
issued by Iran's main navy headquarters on the Gulf. 
The Iranian statement came in response to a letter by 
U.S. Deputy U.N. Representative Edward Gnehm 
which alleged that the multinational interception force 
which enforces sanctions had observed that Iran was 
allowing ships with contraband oil to enter Iranian 
waters for “a standard fee” to evade inspections. Iran has 
criticised the United States military presence in the Golf 
region .and this month accused U.S. fighter planes of vio- 
lating Iranian airspace. A y c ^officialdeni^'^e'ChSUge. 
A British. navy commander has said that ‘&e^ violations 
had decreased’since Baghdad Jdgned an oi l-fbr-food'cleal 
with the United Nations inMay. 


Denmark to probe torture in Turkey charge by Kurd 


COPENHAGEN (Agencies) — Den- 
mark said on Friday it would investi- 
gate allegations by a Kurd of Danish 
nationality that he was tortured while 
held in a Turkish prison for five 
weeks. 

“On the basis of our investigation, 
we will consider what steps if neces- 
sary to take against the Turkish gov- 
ernment.” Foreign Minister Niels 
Helveg Petersen told reporters. 

He added that Denmark might also 
take the matter up in the European 
Union (EU). 

Kernal Koc, a naturalised Dane, was 
arrested and jailed by Turkish authori- 
ties in Ankara on July 9 while attend- 
ing his brother’s funeral and charged 
with giving economic assistance to 


the Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) from 
Denmark. 

PKK guerillas have been fighting the 
Turkish army for independence or 
autonomy in south-east Turkey since 
1984. 

An Ankara court on Thursday 
ordered Mr. Koc freed pending trial in 
September but he was expected to be 
deported to Denmark on Friday, the 
Danish embassy in Ankara said. 

T have been treated atrociously in 
prison. Turkey is a military dictator- 
ship," Mr. Koc told Danish reporters 
in die court. 

Throughout the hearing he repeated- 
ly said he was an innocent member of 
a Kurdish cultural organisation in 
Denmark and that a confession he 


made to Turkish police was signed 
after torture. < 

Turkey protested to Denmark ii 
March over the holding of a session of 
the Brussels-based Kurdish parliament 
in exile in the Danish legislature. 

The vast majority of Denmark’s 
large Turkish immigrant population 
are Kurds. 

On Thursday the Danish chief dele- 
gate at. die. Council of Europe, Hen- 
ning Gjellerod. said he would request a 
debate _on continuing violations of 
human rights in Turkey. 

In July, Denmark rejected a request 
from Turkey to close the Copenhagen 
office of the Kurdish organisation 
Ernk, the political wing of tbe PKK. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

15:05 .Cartoon — Moo min 

15:30 Pumpkin Patch 

15:45 Drama — Blue Heelers 

16:30 ....Comedy — Big Brother late 

17:00 -Sciences Cartoon 

17:15 La Vie Devont Moi 

17 JO Pyramide 

1S.-00 .Chateau Vallon 

19 KM) .Le Journal 

19:15 Paul Pas Rever 

19-JO News Headlines 

19:35 Comedy — The Torkdsoos 

20:00 .The Album Show 

2(h45 .......Drama — Miami Vice 

21:10 - Prism 

22:00 News in E ng lish 

22:25 The Bold and the Beautiful 
23:15 Feature Film “The Color 
Purpte” 



PRAYER TIMES 


04:32 

05:56..„„ - 


12*40 


16:19. - 


1934_ 

Mashreb 

20:48 



Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Qrarch Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 

Tel. 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
Tbe Latter-Day Saints TeL 

654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeJ. 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish TeL 
614190. 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 34. Aqaba 39 Humidity 
readings: Amman 34 per cent, 
Aqaba 32 per cent 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


CHURCHES 


St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh, TeL $10740 
Assemblies of God Church Tei. 
632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Anounication 
Tel. 637440. 

De la $a0e Church Tel. 661656. 
Terrasancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Church of the Annunciation 

Tel. 623541 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Hot weather conditions will pre- 
vail with temperatures 3-5 
degrees cen trigrade above aver- 
age and winds northwesterly 
moderate to active. On Monday, 
temperatures are expected to 
drop becoming normal In 
Aqaba, it will be hoi tempera- 
tures northerly moderate to 
active, and seas calm. 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dc Mukfales Mazahrab -820425 

Dt Wisam Hzayyin 748563 

Dt Abdul Haiti Ibyyim —6201 15 

Dn MunlfaerAi Qraira 779959 

jFiras pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy — 778336 
Al Asema pharmacy — 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy — 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmesani pharmacy ....637660 

Njtfib pharmacy 847632 

IRBDD: 

Dc Ahmad Qanu 281484 

AI Quds pharmacy (— ) 

ZARQA: 

De. Ziyad Jgbaitim 992991 

KhaKfeh pharmacy — 985417 


Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police S 963 90 

Public Security Department 

- ..630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints .897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints — 787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparts 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 

661101 

Jordan Television — 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 

.636381 

RJ Flight Information OS- 
53200 

Queen Aha Inti. Airport 08- 
53200 


EMERGENCIES 


HOSPITALS 


MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 23/35 

Aqaba 27/40 

Deserts - 20/40 

Jordan VaDey _ 27/40 


Food Control Centre 63711 1 

Civfl Defence Department 

661111 

Civfl Defence Immediate Rescue 

.630341 

Qvfl Defence Emergency -199 
Rescue Police 192. 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade .617101 

Blood Bank 775121 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, J. Amn 

-.644281/6 

Akfleh Maternity, J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

- ......642362 

Malhas, J. Amman — .636140 
Palestine. Shmeisani 


607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasber HospitaL.667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahfi, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. AJ-Muhajreen 

-..777101/3 

Af-Bashii; J. Ashrafieh 

.775 It 1/26 

Army.Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital .674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Tba Sina Hospital -.(09)986732 
Al EBkam Modern Hospital 

- -.(.09)990990 

IRBED: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

...(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Zbn Al Na fees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03)314111 


(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified. Information 
on other flights is obtaiined on 
telephone (08) 52700 or (08) 
52325a 


03 JO 

06 JO 


..An tali a (TK) 
.Tel Aviv (LYj 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 


23 JO .... 

23:55 

04:00 .... 
04:00 .... 
04:30™ 
06:40 — 
07:25 .... 


-..-Lamaca (CY) 

-...Pans, Damascus (AF) 

— Amsterdam (KL) 

— Rome (AZ) 

— Amalia (TK) 

London (KJ) 

.Tel Aviv (LY) 


ARRIVALS 


Royal Jordanian (RJj Fli gh ts 
0&00 -Damascus (RJ) 


09:50 Aqaba (QAIA — proceeds 
to Marita airport at 10:00 a.m.) 
(RW) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
20 JO - Aqaba (RW) 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. 


HH30. 
10--30 
iRJ) 
11:00... 
11:00 . 

Karachi. Duhai (RJ) 

Abu Dhabi. Doha (RJ) 

15:10. 


15:45 New York. Amsteidamf RJ) 

1&00 Kuala Lumpur (add) (RJ) 
19:15- JLondon. Berlin (RJ) 

23:00 Madrid (add) (RJ) 

02:50..... / d n 

05:30- 


OtiierFlighh 

03:00... 

13:40-. 

14:00... 

Rome (AZ) 

Muscat, Doha (GF) 

15:00,., 

19:35.. 

2<k35... 

Vienna (OS) 

Amsterdam (KL) 

2(h50.„ 

21:10... 

— Damascus. Paris IAF) 

21:15 
22:00 .. 

London (BA) 

2235-. 


23:55.. 


03:00 .. 


03:00.. 



DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


06:35 Beirut (RJ) 

09 >45 — Istanbul (RJ) 

Ui30 Madrid (add) (RJ; 

12K)0 .Vienna (RJ) 

12:30 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

12:30. -Amsterdam. Qicago (RJ) 

13:00 Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

13:10.-.— Paris (RJ) 

13:15 Bnsefc.Ams»adamlRJ) 

13:15 - - Cairo (RJ) 

14:05 London (RJ) 

17:30 Brussels, Amsterdam (RJ) 
17 JO Dubai. Bangkok, Manta (atf)(RT) 

21:10 — . lamaca (RJ) 

21:10 — .Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ) 

21:45 ....Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

22-JO Alw Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

W:00 _Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 


Upperflower price in JUs per 


Apple. — -.1..-.7OOS00 

Banana. .. 60 CY 60 Q 

Banana (mukhammar) -520/520 ' 
Banana (imported) —860/600 


04:00 Athens (DA) 

J?ome<AZ) 

<8:45 -Beirut (ME) 

M:30 _.Ato Dhabi Bafaab('GF) 

l5J0 --- Riyadh /SV) 

...Vienna (OS) 

20:45 Kuwait (KL) 

21:20."-- Cairo (MS) 

Z3s °0 .Sanaa OY) 


Cauliflower. 

lourw 

-360/240 

Cucumber (large) 

240140 

Cucumber (small) 

420/250 

Eggplant. 

220/140 

Garlic 

.650/400 

•ITft/MO 


-. 650/450 

Marrow (largely™ 

250/150 

Marrow (small) 

430/260 

Miilukhiah ..._ 

120/80 

Onion (dry) 

15(V80 

Okra. - 

850/500 

Pea. „„ 

._.__50QBOO 

Pear. 

800/500 

Peach 

jjOO/500 

Pepper (hot ) 

— 2540/200 

Pepper (sweet) 

-380/240 

Potato 

.:...350a20J 

String Bean.- 
Sweet melon 

75W5QW 

-.1-1270/150 r 
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Tomato 12070 

Water melon 210/150 
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King chairs meeting of reform, 

modernisation commission 


AMMAN (Pena) — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
Thursday chaired a meet- 
ing of the Royal Commis- 
sion for Modernisation and 
Reform to review the com- 
mission’s progress as well 
as its achievements to 
develop and modernise the 
Jor danian public adminis- 
tration system. 

Discussion at the meet- 
ing, held at Raghadan 
Palace and attended by 
HRH Crown Prince Has- 
san, covered legislation for 
promoting investments, 
stimulating the work of the 
Jordanian Economic and 
Social Organisation for 


Retired Servicemen 
(JESORS), as well as 
issues pertaining to the 
Lands Fund, which deals 
with protecting state- 
owned land and the utilisa- 
tion of this land for public 
interest. 

King Hussein expressed 
his satisfaction with the 
commission's work and 
thanked Prince Hassan and 
other commission mem- 
bers for their efforts. 

The meeting was also 
attended by Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti and 
Chief of the Royal Court 
Awn Khasawneh. 



New director appointed to Queen’s office 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
director of the Prime Minis- 
ter’s office Salim Kheir has 
been transferred to the 
Royal Court to serve as 
director of Her Majesty 
Queen Noor’s office. 

Mr. Ibrahim Nabulsi who 
was serving as director of 
the Foreign Ministry was 
transferred to the Prime 
Ministry to serve as direc- 
tor of the Prime Minister's 


office, succeeding Mr 
Kheir. 

New chief justices 
appointed 

A report in the daily A1 
Ra’i states that Judge Naji 
Tarawneb is slated to be 
appointed Chief Justice of 
the Court of Cassation 
while Judge Omar Abaza 
will be heading the Higher 


Court of Justice succeeding 
Judge Khleif Suheiraat who 
is currently serving as prin- 
cipal of both courts and has 
requested to be retired. 

Judge Suheimat became 
Supreme Court Chief Jus- 
tice after the resignation of 
Judge Rifaat Shammout in 
October 1994 and later was 
appointed to head the 
Court of Cassation suc- 
ceeding Judge Ali Naas an. 


Habashneh declares boycott 
of Parliament sessions 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Parliament 
Deputy Samir Habashneh 
has stated his resolve to 
boycott further parliament 
sessions in protest of its han- 
dling of alternate committee 
recommendations ' which 
offered alternative measures 
to the government-sanc- 
tioned removal of the bread 
and animal feed subsidies. 

He told AJ . Rif i daily W/ 
his boycott was neither, in 
support Of nor in connectwa 1, 
to the 23-member group 
which has staged its own 
boycott this past week. 

These had offered options 
to tiie price hikes such as a 
more gradual increase of 
bread prices with only those 
receiving National Aid to 
qualify for the government’s 
suggested monthly compen- 
sation. 

Those and other proffered 
alternatives were rejected in 


Wednesday's parliamentary 
session. 

The Lower House of Par- 
liament Wednesday failed to 
pass a motion undercutting 
the government’s decision 
to almost double bread 
prices, through a subsidies 
elimination, as part of an 
economic restructuring pro- 
gramme. 

Despite the absence of 
these 23 dissenters, 52 
deputies were present at the 
meeting which came out in 
favour of the government 
plans: 

Mr. Habashneh, who 
chaired the special parlia- 
ment committee which pre- 
sented alternatives to the 
government strategy, is also 
the chairman of Parlia- 
ment's Finance and Econo- 
my Committee. 

With his absence, the total 
number of deputies boy- 
cotting the parliament ses- 
sions is 24 . 

Parliamentary sources told 


A1 Ra’i that other deputies 
have hinted at joining Mr. 
Habashneh ’s boycott . 

Meanwhile, the Lower 
House of Parliament 
announced Friday dial it 
will hold a session on Sun- 
day to review both an agree- 
ment on oil prospecting 
signed by the Natural 
Resources Authority (NRA) 
along with the American oil 
firm TVans- Global and a 
draft amendment to the civil 
pension .law! 

The House -is also sched- 
uled to discuss other com- 
mittee decisions concerning 
education, culture and youth 
connected with the coun- 
try’s 1994 Higher Education 
Law along with other assort- 
ed topics. 

It remains to be seen 
whether or not the necessary 
amount of deputies will 
attend that a quorum may 
convene. 


Theft of 4000-year-old 
mummy foiled by police 


AMMAN (Petra) — Acting 
on a tip-off, police foiled a 
bid to sell the mummified 
remains of a 4000-year old 
male for JD 200,000, seized 
the mummy and detained 
suspects involved. 

The preserved corpse was 
being stored in a coffin after 
having been unearthed at 
Rabbeh, a town located near 
the southern city of Karak, 
according to a police report 
which further stated that the 
body dates back to circa 
2200 B.C. 

An unnamed police agent 
posed as a potential buyer of 
the corpse yet alone failed 
to locate the mummy, how- 
ever succeeding investiga- 
tions led to its discovery and 
subsequent arrest of the 
alleged thieves. 

Experts believe it to be the 
body of a 35 year old man, 
according to head of the 


Department of Antiquities 
Ghazi Bisbeh. 

Bisbeh said that initially 
the body was believed to be 
the first embalmed corpse 
discovered in Jordan (par- 
ticularly as the city of Karak 
bad been subject to Egypt- 
ian rule from 3200 - 2200 
B.C. but was shown, 
instead, to have naturally 
m umm ified in desert condi- 
tions. 

A police report said that 
the local police department 
in the Rabbeh region last 
month received information 
that a group of people was 
trying to sell the mummy 
for JD 200.000 prompting 
them to send the undercover 
agent to acquire further 
information as to the where- 
abouts of the alleged cadav- 
er. 

Although initially unsuc- 
cessful, subsequent investi- 


gations pinpointed the 
house where the mummy 
was secreted and led to the 
subsequent arrests of a num- 
ber of people, the police 
report stated. 

The Department of Antiq- 
uities said it was able to 
determine the date of the 
mummy’s demise from the 
hair on its head and chin. 

According to the Archae- 
ology and Anthropology 
Departments of Yaimouk 
University, which analysed 
samples taken from the 
mummy, it is the body of a 
male who died a natural 
death and that no chemical 
substances were used in the 
mu mmifi cation process. 

The mummy is the first of 
its kind to be found in Jor- 
dan and is now being held at 
Yaimouk University for 
further analysis and 
research puiposes. 


Filipina’s death in Jordan was not ‘murder’ 


By Alia Tookan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Reports in 
Manila tabloid and opposi- 
tion newspapers that mur- 
der played a part in the 
death of a Filipina domes- 
tic helper in Jordan last 
month are totally fabricat- 
ed as investigations carried 
out by the Jordanian 
authorities have proved 
otherwise, the Philippines 
Honorary Consul in Jordan 
said Friday. 

According to the Consul 
Shaftq Jumean, Philippines 
President Fidel Ramos has 
communicated his satisfac- 
tion with the investigations 
carried out in Amman. 

Mr. Jumean denied any 
reports of tensions between 
Manila and Amman over 
the death, saying that Pres- 
ident Ramos was “con- 


vinced of the thoroughness 
of the Jordanian investiga- 
tions and their findings 
adding that there has not 
been a single case of abuse 
against a Filipina maid 
since the three years he has 
been consul. 

Jordanian police authori- 
ties have found that the 
death of the Filipina 
domestic helper, 26-year- 
old Eliza Salem, was an 
accident as the victim died 
after a fall resulting from 
her attempt to climb down 
an electric cable from the 
third-floor apartment of 
her employer, said Mr. 
Jumean. 

Mr. Jumean told the Jor- 
dan Times last week that 
Ms. Salem was attempting 
to run away as she fell to 
her death. 

In a note she left behind, 
a copy of which was made 


available to the Jordan 
Tunes, Ms. Salem 
appeared to justify the 
need for running away by 
saying: “I cannot suffer to 
stay here and 1 do not want 
to go (to) Saudi (Arabia) 
because I am very afraid 
that what (madamj do (to) 
me here and in Cairo, she 
(will) do in Saudi (Arabia). 
All the part of my body I 
feel painful and 1 feel very 
very afraid that she is com- 
ing now.” 

Ms. Salem was employed 
by a Jordanian medical 
doctor, along with his 
Egyptian bom wife, who 
works in Saudi Arabia. 

Ms. Salem was reported- 
ly locked in the Shmeisani 
apartment for more than a 
week in July to “clean and 
prepare” ahead of her 
employers’ return to 
Amman from Saudi Ara- 


bia. The keys to the apart- 
ment were kept with a 
friend of the employers. 
The friend who locked Ms. 
Salem in said he did so 
upon the couple’s request, 
so that “valuables are not 
stolen.” He spoke to the 
Jordan Times last week, on 
condition of anonymity. 

According to various 
sources, upon discovering 
that her employers would 
be returning soon. Ms. 
Salem attempted to run 
away on July 27. 

She was found uncon- 
scious in the garden by the 
apartment caretaker at 
about 6.00 a.m. on that day 
and was taken by the police 
to Shmeisani Hospital 
where she passed away 
five hours later from 
extreme "haemorrhaging,” 
according to hospital and 
autopsy reports. 


Ms. Salem’s death has 
received great publicity in 
the Philippines us another 
Filipina maid. Surah Bul- 
ubugau, was recently grant- 
ed a reprieve from a death 
sentence in the United 
Arab Emirates where she 
was convicted of killing 
her employer who attempt- 
ed to rape her. 

Samir A1 Hamoud, direc- 
tor of the Consular depart- 
ment at the Foreign Min- 
istry was quoted as telling 
a Jordanian weekly rhat 
“there has not been a crisis 
between the Philippines 
and Jordan... as some Jor- 
danians have been killed in 
the Philippines and a crisis 
did not occur.” 

Roughly 6.000 Filipinos 
work as domestic helpers 
in Jordan. 


Concerns raised over possible downtown demolition 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The owners of 
nearly 90 stores located around 
the A1 Husseini Grand Mosque, 
the largest mosque in downtown 
Amman, have demonstrated con- 
cern to the Minister of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs Abdul Salam 
Abbadi over reported plans that 
his ministry, in conjunction with 
Amman Municipality, will (Us- 
man tie stores in the course of a 
genera] programme to improve the 
vicinity around the mosque to pro- 
tect archaeological sites found in 
the zone. 

The merchants in question, led 
by the Amman Chairman of the 
Chamber of Commerce Haidar 
Murad, voiced their concerns in a 
meeting with Dr. Abbadi who, Mr. 
Murad said, denied that the min- 
istry had any concrete plans in this 
respect, and further assured them 
that any moves in tins direction 
would be taken in conjunction 
with the local merchants affected 
and the Amman Chamber of Com- 
merce. 

Mr. Murad quoted the minister 
as saying that while it was true 
that the ministry has contemplated 
the‘.id6a;of general improvements 
in #Ke area around -the mosque, 
vJhicli’ is’ considered a municipal 
historical monument, to date no 
designs nor preliminary studies 
have been instigated by the min- 


istry concerning the possible 
demolition of neighbouring build- 
ings. 

Mr. Murad told the Jordan Times 
Friday that proprietors and mer- 
chants around the mosque have 
expressed anxiety about these 
reported plans and that he duly 
conveyed their concern to Dr. 
Abbadi, stressing that these stores 
and buildings represent the princi- 
pal source of income for many. 

According to Mr. Murad, the 
two sides agreed to set up a com- 
mittee comprising the merchants, 
the ministry and the municipality 
to discuss the protection of these 
archaeological sites with those 
authorities concerned, and to co- 
ordinate steps with them regarding 
compensation such that the inter- 
ests of the retailers will be protect- 
ed should any change take place. 

Mr. Murad added that should 
such a scheme be effected more 
than 90 stores wiU have to be tom 
down but added that in such a case 
the ministry has pledged fair com- 
pensation, including the possible 
relocation of those affected to 
other stores in the downtown area. 
... ..The merchants hav'enow framed 
.. a liaison committee,, chaired by. 
Samih Khouli to maintain contact ' 
with the ministry concerning the 
situation, said Mr. Murad. 
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Potential plans to improve the vicinity of A1 Husseini 'Mosque in 
downtown Amman through store demolition have raised concerns 
among storekeepers (file photo) 


Final electricity draft 
agreement endorsed 


AMMAN (Petra) — A 
committee of technicians 
from Jordan, along with 
four other Middle Eastern 
countries, have endorsed a 
final draft agreement which 
facilitates a Unking of elec- 
tric power grids in their 
respective countries, an 
electricity tariff agreement 
and electrical power 
exchanges. 

Mohammad Azzam, chief 
engineer of the Jordan 
Electricity Authority (JEA), 
and Jordan's representative 
at the meeting held in Dam- 
ascus this last week, said 
Friday that the draft agree- 
ment will be submitted to 
those countries concerned 
for their approval, namely 
Syria, Egypt, Iraq, Turkey, 
and Jordan. 

A formal agreement is 
expected to be signed by 
the national electricity 
institutions' directors along 
with their respective minis- 
ters during a meeting to be 
held the second week of 
November in Damascus, 
said Mr. Azzam, acting as 
the committee’s rapporteur. 

The technical committee 
has agreed to proceed with 


a feasibility study dealing 
with the construction of a 
centre to monitor and coor- 
dinate electricity exchanges 
among the five countries. 
Mr. Azzam stated that he 
was assigned the task of 
foUowing up on this matter. 

According to Mr. Azzam, 
die preliminary work 
regarding the implementa- 
tion of the power linkage 
project was proceeding 
satisfactorily. 

He added that the com- 
mittee had appointed a sub- 
committee which will 
supervise the management 
and operation of the net- 
work once completed. 

The dates of the antici- 
pated linkage are as fol- 
lows: between Jordan and 
Egypt, in current imple- 
mentation, by the end of 
1997; between Jordan and 
Syria, the first half of 1998; 
Syria and Turkey, the end 
of 1997; Iraq and Syria, in 
1998, and Iraq and Turkey 
in the year 2002, he con- 
firmed. 

The regional project is 
being finan ced by the Arab 
Fund for Economic and 
Social Development. 


Irregularities found in JMA Pension Fund 


By Odeh Odeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A recently released 
report by a committee named to 
inspect the Jordan Medical Associ- 
ation (JMA) Pension and Soda! 
Security Fund declared that ineffi- 
cient financial management, failure 
to abide by accounting rules, cor- 
ruption, speculation and abuse of 
funds were responsible for the large 
financial losses the JMA’ s fund suf- 
fered during 1994 and ‘95. 

The report blamed these excesses 
on lack of efficient control and 
supervision systems, as well as 
ineffective internal auditing me ^“ 
sures. According to Dr. Mahdi 


Abdu Dabab, chairman of the 
seven-member committee, the 
JMA’s Pension and Social Security 
Fund sustained a loss of JD 
1,300,000 in 1994 and JD 2200 in 
1995 as a result of fauliy invest- 
ments. Dr. Abu Dahab said, in a 
statement to the Jordan Times, that 
the report indicated abuses of 
funds, non-adherence to recognised 
accounting rules and lack of an 
internal audit by the fund’s finan- 
cial management. 

The report which covers the 
fund's activities from 1989 through 
1994 stated that losses recorded in 
the company’s securities portfolio 
at the end of 1994 were estimated at 
JD 7,400.000, or 59 per cent of the 


fund’s total assets which amounted 
to JD 12^00,000. 

In 1995. losses totalled 
JD2, 200,000, Dr. Abu Dahab said. 

An accounting review of the 
fund’s records has documented evi- 
dence of embezzlement, noting that 
records of the revenues and expens- 
es for West Bank physicians indi- 
cated a gap of JD 37.270. 

The report added that two 
cheques totalling JD 33,000 were 
issued to West Bank doctors on 
20th July 1993 without a JMA’s 
board confirmation, thus violating 
company regulations. 

Dr. Abu Dahab maintained that 
the committee could not identify 
the actual reasons for the stock 


market losses, blaming the lack of 
documentation and missing files for 
the investigative diffi culties. 

The fund lost JD 1,276,000 in 
1994 as a result of faulty invest- 
ments in nine companies. 

The JMA board was called on to 
invest in well-established compa- 
nies so as to avoid risk of future 
losses, and to refer the case to the 
Prosecutor- General that they might 
commence investigative procedures 
and take necessary legal actions. 

The committee also called on the 
JMA board to work out a financial 
and administrative operational stan- 
dard for the fund and to set up a 
committee responsible fob supervi- 
sion of future activities. 


Suspect in murder of 
physician apprehended 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Police 
have arrested a 24-year old 
man in connection with the 
murder of Iman Yassin, a 
26-year old physician who 
worked for the Islamic 
Hospital in Amman. 

The victim, was in her flat 
at the Ferdous Housing 
Estate in the Tlaa AJ AJi 
district in Amman when her 
assailant, identified in the 
report only as A. F., 
sneaked into the flat and 
attempted to sexually 
assault the woman, a police 
report said. 

A struggle ensued in 
which her head hit the heat- 
ing radiator and caused her 
death, continued the report. 

The assailant was work- 
ing in building mainte- 
nance. 

The woman's body was 


discovered when she failed 
to show up at work for two 
days prompting hospital 
management to telephone 
her home; upon receiving 
no answer the management 
called the building caretak- 
er who, with the aid of local 
residents, forced the door 
open, the report said. 

Finding the woman's 
body with an wounded 
head and several facial 
injuries the police were 
immediately alerted. 

The maintenance worker 
fell under suspicion when 
scratches to his neck and 
various wounds were spot- 
ted by the police as possi- 
bly resulting from some 
sort of altercation, contin- 
ued the report. 

After repeated interroga- 
tions the man confessed to 


the crime, the police said. 

The police report went on 
to say that the man admit- 
ted to watching his victim 
for some time before man- 
aging to obtain die key to 
the flat above hers which 
was vacant at the time and 
that he was able to climb 
down on the pipes to enter 
Dr. Yassin’s flat at four a.m. 

In a re-enactment of the 
crime, the accused admitted 
that he attempted to rape 
the woman but was imped- 
ed by her struggle and that 
he covered her mouth to 
muffle her screams and that 
it was then that she struck 
her head against the radi- 
ator and fell unconscious . 

He stated thai he went 
out in the same manner that 
he had entered. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 




SEMINAR 

* “The World Trade Organisation — A Free Economy in a Chang- 
ing World” at the Royal Cultural Centre at 6:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* “A Summer Souvenir” exhibition by Jordan River Designs, Adil 
Centre, Shmeisani (TeL 813081/2), until Aug. 25. 

* Wrought-iron exhibition by Salim Bandak at Kan Zanan, until 
Aug. 21. 

* Abstract (plastic) art by Jordanian artist Abeer Bawab atthe 
Royal Cultural Centre, until Aug. 22. 

* Abstract (plastic) art by Hana Barto entitled “Between Past and 
Present” at the Royal Cultural Centre, until Aug. 20. 

* “Science for Health” exhibition at the British Council, until Aug. 
17. 

* Abstract (plastic) art by Hussein Da’seh and Nader Samarah on 
Jerusalem at the Orfati Art Gallery, Umm Utheina (Tel. 826932), 
until Aug. 20. 
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Chechenya peace hopes glimmer; 
co mman ders sound sceptical 


GROZNY, Russia (Agen- 
cies) — Russian security 
chief Alexander Lebed and 
the Chechen rebel leader 
expressed optimism Friday 
about bringing peace to the 
breakaway region but senior 
commanders on both sides 
sounded more sceptical. 

Gen. Lebed, President Bo- 
ris Yeltsin’s special envoy to 
Chechenya, said talks with 
rebel leader Zeiimkhan Yan- 
darbiyev Thursday in south- 
ern Chechenya bad been 
“hopeful and constructive.” 

Mr. Yandarbiyev, quoted 
by Interfax News Agency, 
said the rebels were ready to 
meet Russia on the road to 
peace. 

“Lebed's peacemaking 
efforts deserve strong praise 
and the Chechen side is 
ready to meet them along 
this road," Interfax quoted 
Mr. Yandarbiyev as saying 
after meeting Gen. Lebed. 

“Lebed has every chance 
of bringing peace to Che- 
chenya"and to the whole 
north Caucasus.” 

Mr. Yeltsin's spokesman 
Sergei Yastrzhembsky told a 
news conference that the 
president was seeking the 
fastest possible end to tbe 
conflict in Chechenya and 
remained committed to do- 
ing so by peaceful means 
rather than violence. 

‘The main burden of res- 
ponsibility and the search 
for the most effective ways 
to a peaceful solution of this 
crisis lie on the shoulders of 
the secretary of the Security 
Council.” Mr. Yastrzhemb- 
sky said, referring to Gen. 
Lebed. 

Mr. Yeltsin appointed 


Gen. Lebed his personal en- 
voy to Chechenya last Sa- 
turday and issued a decree 
Wednesday increasing the 
powers of the Security 
Council, an inner circle of 
Russian leaders. 

Gen. Lebed is currently 
the secretary of the council 
chaired by Mr. Yelts«n. 

Tens of thousands of peo- 
ple have died since Russia 
sent troops in December 
1994 to subdue Chechen- 
ya’s independence drive. 

A Russian military source 
told Interfax that 265 Rus- 
sian soldiers bad been killed 
and more than 1.000 woun- 
ded in the last 10 days since 
Chechen rebels swept back 
into the capital Grozny in a 
raid which humiliated the 
Russian military. 

But the source said it was 
impossible to estimate the 
exact number of casualties. 
Friday was relatively quiet 
in Grozny, with only the 
occasional bursts of gunfire. 
Much of the city remains in 
rebel hands. 

Refugees have fled the 
city where buildings are 
without power and water 
and snipers are active in the 
streets. 

In Moscow, General Sta- 
nislav Kavun, deputy com- 
mander of Russian Interior 
Ministry troops, was scepti- 
cal about peace talks bear- 
ing fruit. “The situation in 
Grozny is not being defused 
despite the assurances of the 
tbe warring sides,” he told a 
news conference. 

Gen. Kavun accused the 
rebels of violating agree- 
ments reached since Gen. 
Lebed launched a new 


peace initiative last week- 
end. "The efforts taken by 
Interior Ministry troops and 
Defence Ministry units to 
defeat the enemy are now 
being nullified,” he said. 

“As a rule, the rebels do 
not adhere to agreements. 
Each day they increase their 
forces. Each day agree- 
ments are violated,” he said, 
adding that eight Interior 
Ministry troops were killed 
Thursday night. “How can 
you agree anything with 
these people?” 

On the rebel side. Field 
Commander Shamil Basa- 
yev, who led the raid on 
Grozny, told ITAR-TASS 
news agency that he did not 
believe peace would come 
to Chechenya in the near 
future but he said he would 
abide by decisions taken by 
separatist leaders. 

“I am a staff officer and 
will obey the orders of tbe 
military command and the 
decisions of the political 
leadership of the Chechen 
Republic of Ichkeria," 
Commander Basayev said, 
using the separatist name 
for Chechenya. 

The rebels say they have 
no intention of giving the 
city up. 

The two sides agreed 
Wednesday to stop shooting 
except in self-defence, 
although each has accused 
the other of violations. 

Gen. Lebed said the two 
sides had agreed to. set up a 
supervisory commission to 
ensure “strict observance of 
the ceasefire conditions” 
and a supervisory council, 
including security chiefs 
from the neighbouring north 


Caucasus republics of 
Dagestan, Ingushetia and 
Kabardino-Balkaria. 

Meanwhile Russian Inter- 
ior Minister Anatoly Kuli- 
kov said Friday he had 
asked President Yeltsin in a 
message to decide whether 
to keep him in his post or 
noL ITAR-TASS news 
agency reported. 

”ln connection with the 
false accusations and insults 
addressed to me by the sec- 
retary of the Security Coun- 
cil (Lebed) I am sending a 
message to the president 
asking him to decide whe- 
ther or not 1 will stay in my 
post.” Mr. Kulikov said. 

Earlier Mr. Kulikov told 
Interfax News Agency that 
he would tender his resigna- 
tion if Gen. Lebed did not 
withdraw his allegations. 

Gen. Lebed Friday called 
for the dismissal of Mr. 
Kulikov, accusing him of 
mishandling tbe Chechenya 
crisis. 

Gen. Lebed said Mr. Kuli- 
kov had “refused to fulfill 
his responsibilities,” after 
Mr. Yeltsin had signed a 
decree on Dec. 29, 1995 
instructing the interior min- 
ister to disarm the Chechen 
separatists. 

Gen. Lebed cast Mr. Kuli- 
kov as “one of tbe main fig- 
ures responsible for the 
tragedy in Chechenya." 

Mr. Kulikov rejected the 
allegations, attributing them 
to “Lebed's insane striving 
for power and his insuffi- 
cient knowledge of Che- 
chenya’s problems." 





Residents of Grozny walk by destroyed Russian tanks in tbe Chechen capital of 
Grozny. The rebels seeking independence from Russia, have controlled most of 
Grozny since Aug-, when they swept into the city and captured key buildings (Reuter 
photo) 


Home minister confirms plot 
against Bangladesh government 


DHAKA (AFP) — The 
government Friday con- 
firmed reports that three 
leaders of a 1975 coup- who 
'were arrested Tuesday were 
behind a plot . to assassinate 
Bangladesh J^ime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina Wajed. 

Home Minister Rafiqul 
Islam told AFP that the 
three retired army officers 
were “vigorously interro- 
gated” by" security agencies 
and a hunt was on for other 
suspects behind what he 
termed a “conspiracy 
against the government” 

“We have enough proof of 
some kind of conspiracy 
against the government on 
tbe basis of which tbe three 
were arrested and rigorous 
efforts are on to arrest other 
plotters," Islam said. 

Islam refused to give fur- 
ther details of the plot 

The minister confirmed 
earlier press reports Chat the 
three had commissioned a 
suicide squad to assassinate 
Sheikh Hasina during her 
visit Thursday to lay a 
wreath at the grave of her 
father Sheikh Mujibur Rah- 
man, Bangladesh's founder 


and first president who was 
assassinated in the 1975 
coup. 

The three, retired Colo- 
nels Faruq Rahman and 
Sbahriar Rashid and Major 
Khainizzaman, were lead- 
ers of that coup that killed 
Rahman and 15 members of 
his family, toppling his 
Awami League govern- 
ment 

The League remained out 
of power until his daughter 
— who was in West 
Germany at the time of the 
killings — led the party to 
the government in June. 

The three coup leaders 
were arrested at their homes 
in Dhaka Tuesday, two days 
before the first official 
National Day of Mourning 
commemorating the 21st 
anniversary of Rahman’s 
death. 

After Tuesday’s arrest the 
three were jailed on a 30- 
day detention order under 
the Special Powers Act 

Sheikh Hasina had dec- 
lared Aug. 15 a “National 
Mourning Day” immediate- 
ly after her Awami League 
party returned to power in 


June elections, ending its 
two decades in the political 
wilderness. 

Security sources said the 
conspiracy- was unearthed 
in the “nick df time” and the 
plot was nftduded not only 
to disrupt the National 
Mourning Day but also to 
“eliminate important gov- 
ernment figures.” 

Immediately after the 
arrests Tuesday, authorities 
tightened security around 
the prime minister and her 
family as well as cabinet 
members, they said. 

Leaders of tbe coup have 
been given constitutional 
immunity from prosecution. 
But several people involved 
in the 1975 coup fled the 
country soon after the 
Awami League government 
was returned to power. 
Sheikh Hasina has vowed to 
avenge her family's deaths. 

Her new government also 
sacked five former coup 
plotters who were working 
abroad in Bangladeshi 
embassies and sent appeals 
to the countries involved 
not to give them asylum or 
shelter. 


Phnom Penh seals truce with Khmer 
Rouge breakaways ; Pol Pot still alive 

PHNOM PENH (AFP) — Pol Pot, reported 
in June to be dead or fatally ill. is still alive, 
according to a statement by a Khmer Rouge 
renegade broadcast here Friday as the gov- 
ernment said it had sealed a truce with four 
rebel divisions. 

The statement by leng Saiy also described 
events pointing to a deep and bitter split 
within the ranks of the notorious guerrillas, 
who have been a thorn in Phnom Penh's 
side ever since Cambodia's U.N.-sponsored 
elections in 1993. 

“During the past few days, Saloth Sar, 
alias Pol Pot, who is chief of the most cruel 
murderers, sent his henchman Ta Mok and 
Son Sen... to come and solve a conflict with 
Divisions 450 and 415.” 

Ieng Sary said, in a statement read by 
announcers on national radio. 

The statement was distributed by the gov- 
ernment after Ieng Sary bolted from the 
central Khmer Rouge leadership last week 
to open talks with Phnom Penh. 

The communique did not say whether 
Ieng Sary had seen Pol Pot personally or 
whether orders had simply been given in 
Pol Pot's name. 

On June 6, the Khmer Rouge supremo 
was reported by Cambodian sources to be 
either dead or critically ill from malaria. At 
least one report said Pol Pot had been 
buried under a tree at a rebel stronghold of 
Phnom MaJai. near the Thai border. 

Cambodian military officials stressed 
Friday they were unable to confirm Ieng 
Sary's account. There has been no con- 
firmed first-hand sighting of the enigmatic 
ultra-leftist leader. 


Ieng Sary was Pol Pot’s right-hand-man 
during the three-year Khmer Rouge regime 
under which more than two million 
Cambodians are believed to have perished. 

Ieng Sary said Ta Mok and Son Sen bad 
been sent from “the so-called general head- 
quarters” but did not indicate where that 
base was located. 

He said the conflict within the rebel ranks 
was caused by “struggles... against dictator- 
ship, killing, the seizing of property and 
wealth and the destruction of people’s hous- 
es” led by Pol Pot, Ta Mok and Son Sen. 

Ieng Sary also appeared to be trying to 
distance himself from the brutal tactics of 
the party he has helped run for more than 25 
years. He is alleged to have lured hundreds 
of Cambodians back home ostensibly to 
help rebuild their nation. Most were killed 
upon arrival. 

In his statement, leng Sary claimed it was 
Pol Pot who “decided to destroy the intel- 
lectuals from abroad.” 

He also blasted the forced relocation of 
the Cambodian population into rural work- 
camps “without preparations for their living 
conditions or social welfare.” 

The tone of the statement, and the fact 
that it was broadcast repeatedly on national 
radio Friday, was an indication that some 
government officials were working to admit 
Ieng Sary to tbe government fold. 

Meanwhile, officials in Poipet said the 
Cambodian government had agreed cease- 
fire terms with the representatives of four 
Khmer Rouge divisions who had split with 
their hardline leaders. 


India opposes procedural gambit at nuclear talks 


NEW DELHI (R) — India 
promised Friday to oppose 
any effort to send a global 
nuclear test ban treaty to the 
U.N. General Assembly, 
and diplomats warned New 
Delhi of possible fallout 
from its stance against the 
pact. 

India, which earlier this 
week blocked tbe landmark 
pact in a negotiating com- 
mittee in Geneva, signalled 
it would oppose any proce- 
dural attempts to send the 
treaty to the General As- 
sembly, which meets in 
New York next month. 

Indian officials said diplo- 
mats in Geneva were con- 
sidering attaching the treaty 
text to a report that the ad 
hoc committee negotiating 
the ban would forward to 
the conference on disarma- 
ment, which oversees the 
negotiations. 

The treaty could then be 
sent to the General Assem- 
bly in New York in time for 
its next session on SepL 18. 

“We will oppose this,” an 
Indian government official 


told Reuters. “We will not 
allow this to happen." 

In a speech commemorat- 
ing the start of the 50th year 
of India’s independence 
Thursday. Prime Minister 
H.D. Deve Gowda strongly 
reaffirmed the -govem- 
.ment’s. opposit^Q^.'to. the 
treaty. . m ^L'. r 

India wants the accord to 
commit the five declared 
nuclear powers — Britain. 
China, France, Russia and 
the United States — to a 
timetable for dismantling 
their nuclear arms. 

More specifically. New 
Delhi opposes a provision 
that would require it. along 
with the five nuclear powers 
and the two other “thresh- 
old” states, Israel and Pa- 
kistan, to ratify the treaty 
before it could become 
international law. 

India exploded a nuclear 
device in 1974 but says it 
has not built the bomb. 
Experts believe both India 
and Pakistan could quickly 
assemble a nuclear bomb. 

India’s stance in Geneva 


has been backed by all of 
the country's main political 
parties, and opinion polls 
show the public supports 
the government's position 
of protecting the option to 
eventually test and deploy 
nuclear weapons. 

. :, A Senior U:S. arms control 
negotiator was quoted as 
saying India could damage 
its influence by blocking the 
accord. 

“I would think the impact 
of preventing action on 
something the world clearly 
wants would undercut the 
country's influence and 
credibility on these issues." 
John Holuro. head of the 
U.S. arms Control and Dis- 
armament Agency, was 
quoted as saying by the 
Christian Science Monitor 
newspaper. 

“What is under way is an 
assault on an institution.” 
Mr. Holum said, referring to 
the conference on disarma- 
ment 

A diplomat in New Delhi 
said: “It is understandable 
that tbe world community 


would look carefully at 
what India does and evalu- 
ate it. It is not a question of 
dollars and cents, but there 
might be a diminution of 
confidence in India.” 

But the Indian official said 
that “Indo-U.S. relations 
cover a wide spectrum. Just 
one issue cannot be a yard- 
stick. We do not have to 
agree on everything.” 

Diplomats said India was 
being urged to consider the 
damage to the conference 
on disarmament if it failed 
after two years of talks to 
send an accord to the U.N. 
and a few treaty proponents 
bypassed the institution and 
sent it to the assembly. 

“What happens if India 
loses an institution (confer- 
ence on disarmament) 
which has done creative 
work towards its (Delhi's) 
goals?” a diplomat asked. 

“There will be repercus- 
sions on India,” he said. 
“There is no specific threat, 
but there is cause and 
effect." 


Skeletons unearthed at old Soviet base in Germany 


MAGDEBURG. Germany 
(R) — German builders dug 
up five skeletons Thursday 
near a former Soviet army 
base once used also for Sov- 
iet cold war counter-intelli- 
gence operations in eastern 
Germany, prosecutors said 
Thursday. 

All five skulls had the 
front upper teeth missing, 
prosecutors' spokeswoman 


Sylvia Niemann said. Five 
skeletons with teeth missing 
were unearthed nearby the 
previous day. 

Ms. Niemann said they 
expected to dig up more re- 
mains. None had been iden- 
tified and a request to the 
Russian authorities for in- 
formation had failed to shed 
any light on the mystery. 

Forensic experts say the 


teeth had been knocked out 
but were not sure whether 
this happened while the 
people were alive. 

She said that investigators 
had established that the base 
officially used by Soviet 
military authorities bad also 
been used by SMERSH — 
an arm of the Soviet coun- 
ter-intelligence service, then 
the NKVD, deriving its 


name from an acronym of 
the words “death to spies” 
in Russian. 

In March 1994 builders 
found 32 skeletons with the 
upper front teeth missing 
near the former military 
base. Forensic experts said 
there had been no signs of 
unnatural causes of" death 
and estimated they had been 
buried for 30 to 50 years. 



Two German police specialists investigate skeletons found in the eastern German town of Magdeburg Thursday 
German builders dug up five skeletons near a former Red Army base once used by the KGB for cold war counter- 
inteligence operations in eastern Germany (Reuter photo) 


Cheapen haircuts 
for New Zealand 
men ruled out ^ 

WELLINGTON (R) — A 
New Zealand hairdresser 
made headlines after the 
Human Rights Commis- 
sion cut her down for an 
advertisement offering 
cheaper haircuts for men. 
The commission deemed 
the offending sign adveitis- 
j n o “pensioner special” 
haircuts of seven New 
Zealand dollars (S5) for 
men and 15 New Zealand 
dollars for women was too 
hairy, and asked the hair- 
dresser to remove iL Hair- 
dresser Valerie Prater de- 
fended her advertisement. 
“Nine out of 10 male senior 
citizens have very little # 
hair," she said. “My old 
men are bald-headed with 
just a fringe around the 
back. You can't charge 
them much, can youT The 
commission said she could 
face further action if she 
did not remove the sign. A 
spokesman for the Human 
Rights Commission argued 
it was more than just a 
frinae offence, saying it 
was" illegal to advertise a 
service discriminating on 
gender. 

California police 
canine on the 
loose 

LONG BEACH. California 
(R) — Police issued a 
warning that a vicious dog 
was on the loose. Unfortu- 
nately the escaped canine 
was one of their own. Of- 
ficer Harry Erickson of the 
police department in Long 
Beach, south of Los An- 
geles. said their attack dog 
Dex had escaped from his 
handler’s backyard. He 
said Dex was a black and 
tan German shepherd, 
weighing about 32 kilo- 
grammes. but had no offi- 
cial identification on his 
collar. Mr. Erickson said 
the dog should not be ap- 
proached because he is 
trained to attack. 

U.S. workers 
-struggle to save 
il ^-900-pound man 

NEW YORK (R) — Do- 
zens of firefighters, police 
and emergency medical 
workers struggled for more 
than six hours to remove a 
man who weighed over 900 
pounds from his apartment Qc 
after he had difficulty r 
breathirg, officials said. 
Emergency workers had to 
knock out walls and shore 
them up to widen the stair- 
case of apartment building 
to remove the man. Emer- 
gency Medical Services 
spokesman CapL William 
Olsen said. Capt. Olsen did 
not release the man's iden- 
tity. CBS Radio reported 
that he was a 42-year-old 
man who had not left his 
apartment in five years. A 
special cloth stretcher was 
used to cany him down the 
stairs from the third floor, 
Capt. Olsen said. Because 
the man could not fit in an 
ambulance a special utility 
company truck was waiting 
to take him to Sl Luke’s 
Hospital. 

Diana wins 
injunction against 
photographer 

LONDON (R) — Princess 
Diana won a high court 
injunction against a free- - 
lance photographer who* 
overstepped the marie by 
trailing her everywhere on 
a motorbike. Martin Stai- 
ning. 36. was served with 
the injunction Thursday 
evening and is now banned 
from coming within 300 
metres of the princess. Be - 
is also forbidden from 
communicating with her, 
harassing her or interfering 
with her safety, security^ 
well-being. Tbis is be- 
lieved to be the -.first time 
the princess has taken out 
an injunction against a pho- 
tographer. “My client has 
been compelled as a last 
resort to take legal action,” 
lawyer Anthony Julius 
said. “She hopes that, as 
well as alleviating her own 
distress, this will highlight 
the destructive effect of. 
persistent harassment Ott‘ 
women's lives.” According ki- 
lo various reports, S terming 
repeatedly followed Prin- 
cess Diana around on a 
motorbike to get photos'. 
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Dole, buoyed by convention, hits campaign trail 


S AJ^ DIEGO (Agencies) — 
Neyf y downed Republican 
presidenaaL nominee Bob 
Dole hig the campaign trail 
Friday ttioyed by a^made- 
for-TV Convention that uni- 
fied hi/ party and boosted 
his steak with voters. 

Sen. Dole and his new 
vice presidential running 
mate, former congressman 
and px) football quarterback 
Jack- Kemp, hoped to capi- 
talise on the political 
bourne generated by the 
tighty scripted convention 
duiiig a four-state cam- 
paigi swing starting in 
Colorado. 

Afer attending a send-off 
rally on the San Diego wa- 
terfront Friday morning J the 
pair also travel to Illi- 
nois, Pennsylvania and to a 
rally in Pur. Kemp’s adopted 
hometowh of Buffalo, 
where h played pro foot- 
ball. 

The urraswered question 
was wh ther Sen. Dole’s 
acceptor e speech, in which 
he pledg d to restore Ame- 
rica to ireatness, and his 
party's tffort to show a 
more m derate face had 
convince enough voters to 
take -a s cond look at his 
underdog campaign. 

“Let m be a bridge to a 
time of a inquility, faith and 
confident ; in action. To 
those wh say it was never 
so, that America has not 
been bet ?r, I say, you're 
wrong, ar J I know, because 
I was thei i. I have seen it. I 
remember" Sen. Dole said. 

Daily / opinion polls 
showed Sen. Dole cutting 
Presiden/ Bill Clinton's 
commanding lead, but he 
was stilj 11 points behind 
Mr. CInton in an ABC 
tracking poll released 
Thursday and faced an up- 
hill battle to catch up as 
Democrats prepared for 



Republican presidential nominee Bob Dole gets a hug 
from wife Elizabeth after he delivered his nomination 
acceptance speech Thorsday to the Republican National 
Convention (Reuter photo) 


their own convention in 
Chicago. 

“It's a tremendous begin- 
ning. We have the opportu- 
nity now to take this cam- 
paign to every city and town 
in every comer of America,” 
said Republican Senator 
Connie Mack of Florida. 

Accepting the nomination 
be had sought for so long, 
the 7 3- year-old Dole tack- 
led public concerns about 
his age head-on, presenting 
himself as a living link to a 
better past who could lead 
.America back to that great- 
ness. 

At times Sen. Dole almost 
seemed to be declaring a 
generational war on the “ba- 
by boomers” of the Clinton 
administration — “a corps 


of the elite who never grew 
up, never did anything real, 
never sacrificed, never suf- 
fered, and never learned.” 

Sen. Dole had faced a 
tough task in his speech, 
which was a crucial oppor- 
tunity to make his case for 
winning the White House. 
He tried to inspire and reas- 
sure voters that he was not 
only worthy but able to take 
over the reins of power from 
Mr. Clinton in the Nov. 5 
election. 

Sen. Dole, whose laconic 
speaking style does not 
always come across well on 
television, worked on the 
address for weeks, playing 
with the text and practicing 
bis delivery with a speech 
trainer. 


“We’re midwesterners 
like Bob Dole, and we 
believe you don't’have to be 
a great orator to be a great 
leader. All you have to do is 
speak common sense. And 
that’s what we heard 
tonight,” Nebraska delegate 
Mike Teft said. 

Emphasising an issue that 
will be at the forefront of his 
campaign. Sen. Dole argued 
that his sweeping proposal 
for a IS per cent income tax 
cut would put money in the 
pockets of middle-class 
Americans. He promised to 
help small businesses, chop 
the Internal Revenue 
Service down to size and 
protect programmes for the 
old, the poor and the sick. 

Despite recent indicators 
that the economy was per- 
forming well. Sen. Dole and 
Mr. Kemp argued that too 
many middle-class families 
were struggling. 

The campaign, hoping to 
draw a contrast with voter 
doubts about Mr. Clinton’s 
character, planned to play 
up Sen. Dole’s background 
as a child of the depression 
who overcame horrific 
World War II wounds that 
left him permanently dis- 
abled. 

Sen. Dole’s unexpected 
selection of Mr. Kemp last 
week energised the cam- 
paign. Mr. Kemp is an ebul- 
lient campaigner who prea- 
ches a message of racial tol- 
erance and economic 
growth that campaign offi- 
cials hope will have broad 
appeal. 

Sen. Dole wrapped up the 
four-day Republican Natio- 
nal Convention with a call 
for unity to his party that 
has been divided over issues 
such as abortion and immi- 
gration. 

He told the party faithful 
that now was the time to 



Republican presidential nominee Bob Doie (right) and vice-presidential nominee Jack Kemp raise their arms as 
they celebrate following Sen. Dole's acceptance speech at the Republican National Convention in San Diego 
Thursday (Reuter pboto) 


rally behind his banner to 
defeat Mr. Clinton in the 
November elections, blam- 
ing the Democratic presi- 
dent for weakening America 
economically and militarily. 

“I call for every American 
to rise above all that may 
divide us and to defend the 
unity of the nation for the 
honour of generations past 
and the sake of those to 
come,” he said. 

Delivering his keenly- 
awaited acceptance speech. 
Sen. Dole raised the Repub- 


lican flag for “God, honour, 
family, duty and country.” 
He lashed out at Mr. 
Clinton for what he said are 
economic policies that have 
failed to revitalise the econ- 
omy, have failed to combat 
crime and have weakened 

the militar y. 

“I believe President Clin- 
ton has failed to adequately 
provide for our future 
defence,” said Sen. Dole. 
“For whatever reason his 
neglect, it is irresponsible.” 
Pundits believe the race 


will tighten now that Sen. 
Dole has had this "bounce” 
in the polls and a new injec- 
tion of S62 million in cam- 
paign funds. 

Sen. Dole also highlighted 
Mr. Clinton's lack of mili- 
tary service while noting his 
own World War II duties in 
Italy during which he suf- 
fered serious injuries. With 
this in mind, he promised 
never to commit U.S. troops 
“without die prospect of 
victory." 


"And when 1 am presi- 
dent, our men and women in 
our armed forces will know 
the president is his com- 
mander in chief — not 
Boutros Ghali. or any other 
U.N. secretary general.” 
“Our allies demand con- 
sistency and resolve, which 
they deserve from us as we 
deserve the same from 
them. But even if they falter, 
we cannot, for history has 
made us the leader and we 
are obliged to by history to 
keep the highest standard.” 


South Korean police storm 
Seoul university campus 


South Ko- 
rean peftee stormed a Seoul- 
university Friday to break 
up about 3,600 students 
demonstrating at the cam- 
pus, state television said. 

About] 20,000 riot police- 
men entered the Yoosei 
University campus at about 
7:00 p.h. (1000 GMT) and 
began raking protesting stu- 
dents iato custody, KBS TV 
said. ! 

Television pictures 

showed police helicopters 
firing teargas at students, 
while other students on the 
roof of a building prepared 
for approaching policemen. 

Police viere not immedi- 
ately available for com- 
ment EarEer they said they 
would delain all the stu- 
dents whd have been stag- 
ing violent demonstrations 
for three i consecutive days 
calling for reunification 
with Communist North 
Korea. 

A police spokesman said 
earlier nine students had 
been formally charged with 
violence, eight were sent to 
summary courts, which can 
give jail sentences of up to 
30 days, and another 3S1 
were released after warn- 
ings. 

The protesters earlier had 
tried to force their way 
through ranks of combat po- 
lice who had cordoned off 
Yonsei Univeristy in west- 
ern Seoul, the police 
spokesman said. 


The protesters, wearing 
masks and handkerchiefs 
over their faces to protect 
themselves from tear gas, 
tried to beat their way 
through police lines, using 
iron pipes, petrol bombs 
and stones. 

Helmeted police with 
shields hurled teargas shells 
and charged the students, 
arresting dozens of them. 

The protesters have said 
they will end their demon- 
strations if they are assured 
that they will not be de- 
tained, but police refused to 
let them go home. 

“We will have to investi- 
gate all of them. They have 
violated laws and 40 police- 
men are in critical condi- 
tions in hospital after being 
attacked by them.” the 
police spokesman said. ' 

Police earlier said some 
4,000 srudenis still at 
Yonsei had set up barri- 
cades with tyres, desks and 
chairs along the main road 
on the campus, and around 
the science building the rad- 
icals used as a stronghold. 

The police spokesman 
said more than 100 students 
had been detained during 
repeated clashes at Yonsei 
Friday. Another 300 or so 
were believed to have fleed 
the campus later. 

More than 700 others 
were being grilled for their 
roles in similar protests over 
the past two days. 

The spokesman said nine 


students had been formally 
charged with violence, eight 
sent to summary courts that 
give sentences of up to 30 
days in jail and another 381 
were released after warn- 
ings. 

On Thursday, thousands 
of police, backed by 12 
helicopters and several 
armoured vehicles, stormed 
the campus to break up 
6,000 students attending a 
rally the government had 
outlawed. 

The students, marking the 
51st anniversary of the divi- 
sion, took shelter in univer- 
sity buildings when police 
chased them and repeatedly 
returned to gather on the 
university grounds for 
pitched battles. 

Students prevented police 
from storming a science 
department building to ar- 
rest them by threatening to 
set off blasts with gas cylin- 
ders and chemicals. Police 
said at least 300 students 
and police were injured in 
the protests. 

An aide to President Kim 
Young-Sam said the gov- 
ernment was determined to 
crack down on campus vio- 
lence, which “has reached a 
dangerous point endanger- 
ing social order.” 

The Seoul government, 
which wants detente before 
discussing reunification 
with Pyongyang, said the 
students supported North 
Korean propaganda. 



rean students throw firebombs at police against a backdrop or heavy tear- 
Vtrv to fieht their way onto Yonsei University campus to assist their 3,600 
s who werebesieged by police in Seoul Friday (Reuter photo) 


Suharto says political system to stay 


JAKARTA (R) — Indone- 
sian President Suharto said 
Friday there was no need to 
change the country's politi- 
cal system, and blamed re- 
cent riots in Jakarta on anar- 
chists. 

Mr. Suharto, in his annual 
address to the nation, made 
no reference to Ms political 
future in the hour-long 
speech broadcast live from 
parliament on the eve of 

U.S. Army 
to stay away 
from Sri 
Lanka war 

COLOMBO (R) — The U.S. 
army said Friday it did not 
intend to get involved in Sri 
Lanka's 13-year-old ethnic 
war with Tamil rebels, 
putting to rest recent media 
speculation of closer mili- 
tary cooperation with 
Colombo. 

■Separately, the Sri Lankan 
army said two suspected 
rebel suicide bombers were 
killed by police Thursday 
before they could attack 
ports and shipping minister 
M.H.M Ahsraff in the east 
coast town of Kalmunai. 240 
kilometres from Colombo. 

The rebels were found 
with a bicycle packed with 
explosives. 

The Hawaii-based U.S. 
Pacific Command, respon- 
ding to recent reports, said in 
a statement its relations with 
the local army remained 
confined to routine coopera- 
tion. 

“We emphasise that Uni- 
ted States Armed Forces 
have not been, and will not 
be, involved in the current 
conflict,” it said in a state- 
ment faxed to Reuters. 

“United States forces have 
previously conducted Joint 
Combined Exchange Trai- 
ning (JCET) events with per- 
sonnel from Sri Lanka's 
army and air force ” it said. 
“These JCET events focused 
on improving the medical, 
lo-gistical, leadership, safe- 
ty, land navigation and other 
training skills of the Sri 
Lankan forces.” 

Sri Lanka’s state-run tele- 
vision this week reported a 
veiled threat to the United 
States by Liberation Tiger s 
of Tamil Eelam (LITE) 
rebels after Washington 
named the guerrillas as key 
suspects in last month’s 
bombing of a train. \ 


Indonesia’s Slst indepen- 
dence anniversary. 

Speculation has mounted 
as to whether Mr. Suharto, 
75 and among the world’s; 
longest-serving heads of 
state, will seek a seventh 
five-year terra in presiden- 
tial elections scheduled for 
1998. The subject did not 
come up. 

“If we are not yet satisfied 
with the role played by the 


three forums of our political 
forces, let us ameliorate the 
existing forums,”. s#id Mr. 
SiAarto. who ; wps, dressed 
in Vgray busmess.'suit'and 
read from a prepared text. 

"And not by establishing a 
new forum where the sup- 
port of people is still entire- 
ly unclear,” he added. 

His was refeiring to the 
three political groups al- 
lowed to contest elections in 


Indonesia, the ruling Golkar 
Party, the Christian-nation- 
alist Indonesian Democratic 
Party (PDIj and be Mus- 
'lim-orieiitetl ' United '■ Deve- 
lopment Party. 

“Let us all respect the 
national consensus we have 
agreed upon with great dif- 
ficulty. Let us not tinker 
with it just for the sake of 
fulfilling the ambition of 
individuals or groups." 


Analysts said Mr. Suhar- 
to's comments signalled a 
retreat into conservatism in 
the foce. of -political unrest 
and suggested he was in no 
hurry to gite » up power. 
They also said the speech 
was remarkable for what it 
did not contain — the tradi- 
tional Suharto promise of 
increased openness and a 
more just society. 



WISH THE PEOPLE OF INDONESIA 
A HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY 
AFFIRMING JORDANIAN FRIENDSHIP 
AND HOPES OF CONTINUED 
PROGRESS AND PROSPERITY 
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Beyond the riots: 
need to look ahead 


THE RIOTS that broke out in Karak and other 
southern cities and towns yesterday are 
extremely regrettable on more than one count. 
First because law and order was broken and 
violated, resulting in injuries, looting, burnt 
buildings and cars as well as dangerous ten- 
sions. Second, because the healthy democratic 
atmosphere and the reasonable level of toler- 
ance that this country has worked so hard to 
achieve since 1989 was suddenly threatened, 
raising the spectre of discord and disharmony 
instead of dialogue and fraternity among mem- 
bers of the same family. Third, because all 
Jordanians should have seen eye-to-eye on the 
issue over which the riots apparently erupted, 
namely the lifting of state subsidies on food and 
animal feed prices. There should have been no 
fundamental differences in opinion on whether 
this step had to be taken, because the future of 
Jordan's economic well-being depended on it, 
and the exhaustive national debate that pre- 
ceded it should have settled the problem once 
and for all and left no room for disagreement 
and confusion. 

Wbat went wrong? 

Is it the inconclusive debate (some would say, 
the serious rift) that hung between the govem- 



streets of -t jie southern 1 cities* which remain- basi- 
cally ruggj^B nature and outlook? While people 
in urban centres could absorb the increase in 
bread and other commodities’ prices, propo- 
nents of this theory argue, the rural areas in 
particular would be hard pressed to accept the 
new system, especially where the new animal 
feed costs are concerned. 

Or is agitation by certain political groups, 
abetted by foreign countries or elements, within 
or without a concerted plan to create trouble 
and unrest? This is a probability that cannot be 
discounted, agree people from all shades of 
opinion in the political spectrum, although they 
think that for different reasons and from differ- 
ent perspectives. Considering that it is still 
unclear whether there was a foreign driving 
force behind the 1989 riots, no one would want 
to discount this possibility. And certainly not 
after His Majesty the King accused parties with 
“foreign links" of being behind the riots. It is 
also important in this context to note that 
Karak is well-known to be home to the biggest 
number of pro-Iraq Baathists than anywhere 
else in Jordan who studied and graduated from 
Iraqi colleges over the past two decades. 

Or is what happened was a result of mishan- 
dling by the police, either on the spot where 
they intervened to pre-empt what have been a 
"peaceful" demonstration after Friday’s 
prayers at A1 Omari Mosque, as some parlia- 
mentarians and Karak residents contended, or 
through the security forces* heavy presence and, 
‘‘unnecessary” display of force in the city just 
before the riots began? His Majesty was clear 
in his speech about the security forces exercis- 
ing maximum restraint, and we have full trust 
in his words. There were no accusations, in fact, 
that once riots started the police used any exces- 
sive force. 

Be that as it may, it could be a combination, 
or a potent mix, of all these factors that led to 
the tragic and shocking events in the south. Of 
course there may be other reasons as well. 

But regardless, or perhaps despite, of what 
happened, Jordanians have now to look ahead 
and not at the past The burning, the looting 
and the shooting and throwing of stones at the 
security men cannot be condoned; to the con- 
trary, rioting against our own institutions, 
property and people has to be condemned in 
the strongest possible terms. 

However, tragic as these acts were, they 
should belong to the past Jordan and the 
Jordanians should leave them behind as we 
begin anew the march to ensure that the future 
belongs to us. This we can best do not by writ- 
ing off democracy and openness as a way of life 
but by dinging to the democratic achievements 
that we have made already and by building on 
them until the target of a free, stable and pros- 
perous Jordan is 1 reached. 


Jordanian Perspective 


Lessons to be learnt and realities 


IT IS THE sincere hope of eveiy patriotic Jordanian that the 
events that took place in the southern towns on Friday were 
isolated and were contained. We have to learn our lessons 
from what happened It would seem that there are a few peo- 
ple among us who are determined to pose a challenge to the 
well-being, security and stability of our country. 

* It is strange that some people seem to have given little seri- 
ous thought to the compensation system that the government 
has set in place to offset the increase in the prices of bread, the 
development that is apparently being cited as the main reason 
behind the events on Friday. 

There cannot be any argument that the amount of compen- 
sation is not good enough. A simple calculation of the average 
size of Jordanian families and their consumption of bread 
would indicate that the amount of compensation offered is 
indeed good enough in the context of bread, but, of course, not 
enough to help people absorb the overall increase in cost of 
living in Jordan. 

Judging from the first three days of the payment of the cash 
compensation to offset the impact of the price increase, we 
appear to have established a workable system in this regard 
The task now awaits the government is to ensure that the com- 
pensation system is not abused and the needy get the support 
that they deserve 

The remodelling of the subsidy system will, hopefully, help 
the poor segment of our society absorb the impact of the 
increase in bread price, which, despite all arguments, was 
inevitable and could not have been put off for a later dare 
whenever it came up. 

In fact, successive governments, obviously mindful of the 


negative impact it would have on tbeir record as executive 
authorities, shirked away from any serious moves to increase 
the price of bread, a step that should have been taken years 
ago. As such, it is all the more impressive that the- Kabariti 
government, whose more than half of its whose members are 
deputies who definitely seek reelection, courageously adopt- 
ed the move. 

It was a hard-won battle for Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti in Parliament although it caused a deepening of the 
rift between the Islamic Action Front (IAF)-led opposition 
and the government. Obviously the violent flare-up in the 
south was not expected. 

Now, let us face the facts behind the increase. 

For one tiring, the removal of the subsidies was an essential 
part of the economic restructuring programme that Jordan is 
successfully implementing. Regardless of whether it was 
demanded by the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the 
reality cannot brushed aside that the move helped increase the 
confidence of the donor community, which has been very 
appreciative of tbe Kingdom’s economic problems. To oppose 
the removal for the sake of opposing it because it is somehow 
linked with the IMF does not make much sense. 

The special parliamentary panel which was entrusted with 
handling the issue did come up with proposals, but a method- 
ical scrutiny proved that those options were not feasible since 
they did not take into consideration the basic objective of a 
total removal of subsidies. It was a little strange that the panel 
and some other deputies in tbe Lower House insisted that the 
proposals be adopted because such a demand was not realis- 
tic. 
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negotiations on Hebron’ 



QUESTIONS RELATED to 
peace in the Middle East in 
the light of Israel's intransi- 
gent position as well as tbe 
situation in Chechenya, 
Turkey's new moves in the 
Middle East and domestic 
affairs including tbe contro- 
versy over the prices of bread 
and other staples were given 
prominence in the local press. 

Israel’s Prime Minister 
Benyarain Netanyahu has no 
right to reopen the question of 
redeployment in Hebron in 
fresh negotiations with the 
Palestinian leadership since 
die Palestinians had reached 
an agreement on the issue 
with the previous Labour-led 
government, said Sultan A1 
Hattab, a writer for A1 Ra’L 
By dragging its feet over the 
redeployment in Hebron and 
by heightening tension 
through banning Mus lims 
from praying at A1 Ibrahimi 
Mosque, the Israeli govern- 
ment is heading for real trou- 
ble and a new intifada, 
warned the writer. Mr. 
Netanyahu's hardline poli- 
cies, said tbe writer, are lead- 
ing towards an explosion 
which will ruin any chances 
for peace. 

Mohammad Kawash. a 
writer for AI Dus tour, tackled 
the question of Jewish settle- 
ments, saying this too is 
bound to ruin the peace 
process. By ending a morato- 
rium on the construction of 
settlements, the Israeli gov- 
ernment is practically freez- 
ing peace negotiations with 
the Arabs and by refusing to 
quit the Lebanese and Syrian 
lands occupied since 1967, it 
is trying to impose a de facto 
situation on the Arabs and the 
world at laige, said the writer. 
The Arabs who are witness- 
ing Israel's adamant position 
with regard to the situation in 
occupied Palestine have con- 
cluded that Israel cannot be 
trusted in dealing with them 
piecemeal and have been 
demanding a comprehensive 
peace on all tracks, said the 
writer. As such the whole 
Middle East peace process is 
deadlocked not because the 
Arabs are. refusing to negoti- 
ate with Israel, added the 
writer, but rather because 



Israel refuses tbe idea of 
negotiations over occupied 
lands. 

Mahmoud Rimawi, a 
writer for AI Ra’i, dealt with 
tbe recent finny of diplomat- 
ic activities among Arab lead- 
ers describing them as an 
extension to the recent Cairo 
Arab summit that aimed at 
rallying Arab ranks vis-a-vis 
Israel’s intransigent position. 
The Cairo summit revived tbe 
hope for unification of Arab 
ranks and the current contacts 
among the Arab leaders are 
bound to enhance tbe Arab 
moves towards building a 
solid front in the face of 
Israel's adamant stands with 
regard to a comprehensive 
settlement to the Arab-Israeli 
conflict, said the writer. In the 
writer’s views, the Arab gov- 
ernments ought to capitalise 
on the present international 
community’s displeasure 
over the Israeli government’s 
settlements policies and 
should exert concerted efforts 
towards aborting Israel’s 
expansionist plans not only in 
Palestine but also in Lebanon 
and Syria. He said there is 
dire need for an Arab League 
meeting to prepare for anoth- 
er Arab summit which will 
take practical steps to reaf- 
firm the Arab Nation’s 
demands for the restoration of 
occupied lands in exchange 
for peace. 

Reflecting on tbe situation 
in Chechenya, Taher AI 
Adwan, a writer for AI 
Dustour said that it is shame- 
ful for the so-called Western 
democracies to ignore the 
events in Chechenya where a 
major power is forcibly 
colonising a small nation. It is 
also shameful for the Arab 
and Islamic countries to stand 
by and watch their brothers 
and sisters slain because they 
demand freedom, said the 
writer. “If Russia is a democ- 


ratic nation why is it extermi- 
nating another nation and 
committing crimes against 
oppressed people seeking 
freedom from colonial rule?" 
asked the writer. Despite the 
clear disparity in tbe military 
balance between the 
Chechens and the Russians, 
said the writer, . the heroic 
Chechen people are continu- 
ing tbe struggle for their free- 
dom and are setting a model 
for other oppressed nations 
seeking independence . 

Mahmoud Rimawi tackled 
the same topic saying that the 
war in Chechenya is sapping 
the economic powers of both 
Russia and Chechenya. For 
Russia it is a war of attrition 
that is wasting Moscow's 
economic and military power 
and for foe Chechens the war 
is destructive to their coun- 
try's infrastructure, said foe 
columnist for AI Ra’ L What is 
happening in Chechenya is 
not a mutiny by the people 
against a ruler but it is a rev- 
olution waged by the 
oppressed people of 
Chechenya against a colonial 
power, added the writer. The 
writer said Russia should not 
allow itself to be bogged 
down in another Afghanistan 
that would drain its military 
might and win the hostility of 
many nations but can find a 
way out of the present entan- 
glement by organising a refer- 
endum to sound out foe views 
of the Russian and Chechen 
people vis-a-vis this situation. 

A writer for AJ Ra’i daily 
hailed foe recent moves of the 
Turkish government to 
cement Ankara's ties with the 
Arab and Islamic countries. 
Should foe Turkish govern- 
ment succeed in linking 
Turkey’s national interests 
with those of foe Arab and 
Islamic countries then major 
developments are expected in 
tbe Middle East region, said 


Sultan AJ Hattab. Turkey's 
Prime Minister Necraetin 
Erbakan bas already crossed 
foe red lines by ignoring the 
United States threats not to 
deal with Iran and now the 
Arab and Muslim nations 
expect this Islamist leader to 
take further steps and deny 
America access to military 
bases to strike against Arab 
and Islamic countries, said 
foe writer. Another major step 
by Mr. Erbakan, he said 
would be foe termination of 
foe embargo on Iraq and end- 
ing foe suffering of people in 
a neighbouring Muslim 
nation. 

George Haddad a writer for 
AI Dustour, described Mr. 
Erbakan's moves as a real 
mutiny against the United 
States, which he termed as the 
sole super power that has 
been dominating Turkey’s 
policies for decades. The 
writer praised the Turkish 
premier's moves to establish 
closer ties with foe Arab and 
Muslim countries and his 
plans to meet with foe leaders 
of Iraq, Syria and Iran to find 
a solution to the Kurdish 
question that has irked these 
countries for so long. He said 
that Erbakan's moves which 
he has launched through con- 
tacts with Tehran and 
Baghdad should receive all 
out backing from the Arab 
countries. 

Fakhri Kawar discussed foe 
recent increases in food stuffs 
and said that bread was not tbe 
only staple that irked foe 
Jordanian people. Limited and 
low-income groups are hard 
hit by the recent sharp increas- 
es in the prices of dairy prod- 
ucts as well as foe bread which 
constitutes a basic food for a 
large margin of Jordanians, 
noted foe writer. The 
Jordanian citizens feel that 
their burdens have become 
intolerable at a time when 
their income has not much 
changed to help them cope 
with the ever rising cost of liv- 
ing. he added. The writer said 
everyone is dismayed with the 
increases while what remained 
of die middle class will find it 
impossible to make both ends 
meet under the present cir- 
cumstances. 



A sense of sharing; 


To the Editor: 

THE ROYAL Society for the Conservation of Nature 
(RSCN) is about to release some animals ijto foe wjld. 
How uninteresting, boring even, to the Jadaman tar! 
Arabian oryx. Arabian because this species occulted 
only in Arabia, but very few people across'.the Arabian 
countries know of its existence. Like many subjects <rf 
our own such as archaeology, history and ge-tfogv it was 
non-Arabs who did studies to try and save things. I am 
not going to ask why because I am not Dtrwin hqra 
genetic ensineen rather. I want to deal with it from a new 
and optimistic starL 
What is the Arabi 
story? It is an anim 

body, brown legs and is about foe size ot an uromary 
donkey (I hope everyone knows foe size of dohfcpys). At 
the moment the oryx is an endangered specie^ and exists 
in zoos and reserves in various parts of the world. Only 
in Oman is it free to roam once again in the. wild (per- 
haps also in Saudi Arabia. I am not up-to-dafc on that> 
The story of this animal goes back to the time of tfie 
Great African Rift VaJIey u U?at separated Afrif&from 
Arabia 30-40 million years ago. When foe spit occurred 
and the Red Sea becarae^an^ippassabUs bamer/foe. ani- 
mals in the Arabian peninsula were forever Separated 
from their brothers in Africa. They could orly. move 
north and east up into areas with different climate and 
ecology and as a result foe animals changed gradually 
and became a different species — foe Arabian oiyx. 
Large groups moved across Arabia northwards as faras 
foe Fertile Crescent and perhaps as far north-east ashler 
Tigris River. It’s not known exactly when the tigr 
became extinct here in Jordan but they are mentioned fa 
T.E. Lawrence's writings and were therefore sail present 
in 1918. .. TV, 

In 1962 a team launched a campaign to capture wiki 
oryx. .All of foe team, except foe guide, were non- Arabs: 
all of its money came from outside and a committee;^ 
non-Arabs was formed, called the Arabian. Oryx World 
Herd Trustees. Their mission was to save lhe oryx from 
extinction. After much hard work in the Empty Quarter 
and in the mountains of Oman and Yemen -hey capffaid 
foe last nine wild oryx. These nine were foe seed dfeafl 
beautiful animals that we have here today. 

Jordan was the first Arab country to start a cap£ve 
breeding programme and this was done by foe RSC&jflt 
Shomari Wildlife Reserve, near Azraq. It has been 
extremely successful and a source of great ^ride Kfife 
team who worked there for years in obscurity. No-one 
ever complained about foe desert temperatures nor/foe 
days of dust that turned everything into darkness. Uke 
magic, all the tiredness from years of eating dusty fiwcL 
being under foe sun. on stand-by 24 hours a day, washes 
away when, after an 8-raonth pregnancy a, female gives 
birth to a little brown, scarcely moving npw oryxJfa 
1979 we all welcomed foe first baby femiile into. fids 
world with such happiness that some of us cduld not hold 
back foe few tears that fell down our cheekk It was-Jbe 
first taste of success and I will never forget that momfeut. 
The news spread to foe world outside and foe namfe.df 
Dowha was registered in foe world's books. -Jifh- 
Now we have around 200 animals at Shomari, butijfef 
are not free. They need to be released into the wild where 
they belong. We all appreciate foe efforts of the fort§tt. 
groups that saved foe Arabian orvx and who have stfa- 1 
ported our project in Jordan. Now foe RSCN is asfipg 
for support to release those animals. For this they have 
designed a special sponsoring programme which wSSU 
enable all Jordanians to share with the protection 'and 
remtroduction of this unique Arabian animal back into ifa 
home. Since it was hunted by our hands \vhen we # 
poor and needed to eat, can this beautiful animal# 
saved by foe same hands? Are we a natibn of 5veW 
take or just of consumers? 1 

d^se who are not just takers, they, can caUlfoe 
RSCN and find out how to sponsor an oryx. It's a respon- 
stbfoty we should all share, and foe amount of mo&y 
that is needed for foe remtroduction which will briogJfie-' 
desert to life once again, is very small, even -unnKdt&a- 
gmd‘3 ared J ° y °f seeing animals roaming ifc 


Jad Youms, 
Amma n 


* 


r»e Jonfaj. Times welcomes letters and contributions 

r ? ad j rs ° n a "y subject they wish to tactieS 
Utters intended for publication, howere^sUtMc^. 
tarn the renter s full name and preferably address & 
well. N ames can be mthheld only upon 

areum stances. Letter are subject 
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Israel preparing moves to 
open peace talks with Syria 
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TELAVry (AFP) — Israel 
is preparing a secret plan 
aimed at malting small 
steps towards reopening 
peace talks with Syria 
which have been frozen for 
the last six months, a report 
said here Friday. 

Gold, the senior 
political adviser to Prime 
Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu, has proposed 
that Israeli and Syrian 
diplomats resume discus- 
sions at the Wye plantation 
outside Washington to 
build confidence and lessen 
the mistrust, the Israeli 
newspaper Yedioi 


Aharonot said. 

Working groups responsi- 
ble for issues such as secu- 
rity, economics, energy and 
water sharing, would also 
meet in the Middle East, 
under Mr. Gold's proposal. 

An alert system could 
also be put in place to avoid 
“y confrontations 

between the Israeli and Syr- 
ian armies. Mr. Gold addwL 

Mr. Gold is convinced 
that the complete normali- 
sation of ties with Syria 
■sought by former Israeli 
Prime Minisrer and peace 
architect Shimon Peres 
was premature, the paper 



No arrests in Dhahran 
bombing, but many 


questioned — diplomat 
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WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Saudi authorities have 
made no arrests and 
obtained no confessions in 
the June 25 terrorist bomb- 
ing in Dhahran, but many 
people have been ques- 
tioned. a Saudi embassy 
spokesman said Friday. 

“There have been some 
people questioned. No 
arrests have been made. 
Nothing has been 
announced." said A. AJ 
Thai, the embassy 
spokesman. 

“If there was any (arrests 
or confessions), we would 
be more than anxious to 
announce it,” he told AFP. 

The Saudi diplomat's 
statement came amid a flur- 
ry of reports that Saudi 
authorities have made 
arrests in the bombing of a 
U.S. military housing com- 
plex in Dhahran in which 
19 Americans were killed. 

ABC News late Thursday 
cited a'semror Saudi official ' 
close to the investigating 
saying that three young 
Saudi men were being held 
for the bombing. One of 
them confessed under tor- 
ture to the bombing, the 
source told the network. 

“This is the first time I 
heard of it — from that 
report," said Mr. Thai. 


“There are a lot of sus- 
pects. a lot of people being 
questioned, some people 
more thoroughly than oth- 
ers, some longer than oth- 
ers," he said, adding that 
there had been no arrests or 
confessions. 

National Public Radio 
earlier in the week cited an 
administration official as 
saying Washington had 
learned of arrests in the 
case through its own intelli- 
gence sources, but not 
directly from the Saudis. 

Administration spokes- 
men have either declined 
comment about the reports 
or expressed scepticism, 
but have not denial them 
outright 

Mr. Thai, who declined to 
discuss the arrangements 
between Saudi and Federal 
Bureau of Investigations 
(FBI) officials for sharing 
information in the case, 
said "American officials 
have been kept abreast of 
everything that is • impor- 
tant” “There are so many 
factors involved, but every- 
one who has an interest in 
this is involved one way or 
another," he said, adding 
that there had been “all 
kinds of cooperation and 
exchange of ideas between 
us and American officials.” 
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Turkish premier 
welcomes reopening 
of Iraq oil pipeline 
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SINGAPORE (AP) — 
Turkey's Prime Minister 
Necmedin Erbakan said 
Friday that the reopening 
of the Turkisb-Iraqi oil 
pipeline was “’an 
extremely important devel- 
opment” that would help 
Turkey recover lost rev- 
enue. 

In a speech at a Singa- 
pore-Turkey business 
forum, the visiting Turk- 
ish leader said his country 
suffered "severe economic 
losses” because of United 
Nations sanctions imposed 
on Iraq to punish it for the 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 
Officials estimate the loss- 
es to be $27 billion. 

His government is now 
working to win at least par- 
tial compensation for lost 
trade, Mr. Erbakan said 
without elaborating. 

Iraq has been allowed by 
the U.N. Security Council 
to sell $1 billion worth of 
oil every 90 days for an ini- 
tial, renewable ISO-day 
period. The larger share of 
the oil must be sold via a 
twin pipeline from 

Kirkuk in northern Iraq to 
Ceyhan on Turkey’s 
Mediterranean Sea coast. 

“We regard this (opening 
of the pipeline) as an 
extremely important 
development,” Mr- 

Erbakan said. 

He did not say when he 
expects oil to start flowing 
through the pipeline, or 
how much Turkey would 
like to receive to help offset 
Iraq’s large debts with its 
neighbour. 

Mr. Erbakan did not refer 
specifically to Turkey’s 
request for exemption 


from U.N. sanctions. 

Before the Gulf war, Iraq 
was Turkey's biggest trad- 
ing partner with annual 
two-way trade between 
them amounting to $2 bil- 
lion. 

On Wednesday. Iraq and 
Turkey signed a trade pro- 
tocol governing the role 
to be played by Turkish 
firms in supplying Iraq 
with goods under the May 
20 oil-for-food deal 
between Baghdad and the 
U.N. 

Mr. Erbakan began his 
five-nation tour in Tehran 
where he signed a $20 bil- 
lion agreement to buy nat- 
ural gas from Iran for 22 
years, ignoring U.S. pleas 
to cancel the project. 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton recently signed a law 
allowing Washington to 
penalise non-U.S. compa- 
nies that invest in the oil 
and gas industries of Iran 
and Libya, accused by 
Washington of backing 
international terrorism. 

Mr. Erbakan said Turkey 
is expanding cooperation 
with the United Stales, 
adding that its growing ties 
with the European Union 
ensure that Turkey can 
"act as bridge between the 
EU and the Islamic 
World." 

•’Turkey also attaches 
great importance to pro- 
moting its economic, 
commercial, social and cul- 
tural relations with Islamic 
countries," said Mr. 
Erbakan, who took power 
in June as the head of an 
Islamic-led coalition. 


added. 

“We have to forget this 
obsession and concentrate 
on issues of security, 

before dreaming of peace,” 
the paper quoted Mr. Gold 
as saying. 

He also said he would like 
France to be involved in the 
Israeli-Syrian peace 
process in addition to the 
United States. 

The Israeli political 

adviser said that “this plan 
is more based on form titan 
fundamentals, but will 
allow the opening of nego- 
tiations on the future of the 
Golan Heights.” 


Mr. Gold said Syrian 
President Hafez A1 Assad 
wanted to restart talks 
before the Nov. 5 presiden- 
tial elections in the United 
States for fear that if Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton was not 
reelected. Syria would be 
isolated by a more conserv- 
ative administration. 

Syria has rejected Israel's 
offer to first withdraw the 
two countries' troops from 
Lebanon and reiterated its 
longstanding position that 
there can be no peace with- 
out a complete Israeli with- 
drawal from the Golan 
Heights. 


U.S. walks fine 
line with Turkey 


WASHINGTON (R) — The United States is walking a fine 
line with Turkey's new Islamist-led government, trying to bal- 
ance concerns about Ankara’s new cosiness with Iran and Iraq 
with a need to maintain strong ties to a key North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation) (NATO) ally. 

Officials are sympathetic about what they say are serious 
energy needs that have led Turkey to strike a new $23 billion 
natural gas deal with Iran and to seek special relief from U.N. 
sanctions so it can acquire oil from Iraq. 

But still they are worried about these strengthening ties with 
two states Washington considers major international trouble- 
makers and uncertain how Ankara's first Islamist prime min- 
ister in 73 years will deal, long term, with a panoply of issues 
of pivotal interest to the United States and the West 
Months of political instability and manoeuvring brought 
Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan and his pro-lslamic Refah 
Party to power last month after Turkey’s Western-oriented 
secular parties split He took office in a coalition with staunch 
secularist Tansu Ciller, a leader of a pro-Westem conservative 
party who is now foreign minister. 

Although Mr. Erbakan has espoused what some call an anti- 
Wes t, anti-U.S., anti-NATO, anti-European union, anti-Israel 
agenda, he has since softened his rhetoric, at least temporari- 
ly. 

“The price of his gening to be prime minister was basically 
to agree not to do thing s that would have been inimi cal to our 
interest” a senior U.S. official told Reuters. “The fact he had 
to make these commitments demonstrates that at least with 
respect to most of the core issues, there is not sufficient sup- 
port ior a government ; in. Dnkey ttat would- take a radically 

r'dificxent^Fproaci'^. j. 4 Jj t x ■ » ; *r ^ ?• 
IDrie' encburagmg'si gn, officials say, & that Me/ E rbakan's 
government extended for 5 1/2 months Operation Provide 
Comfort, the Turkey-based multi-national air operation that 
has deterred Iraqi attacks on civilians and enforced a no-fly 
zone in northern Iraq since the 1991 U.S.-led Gulf war. 

On a trip to Ankara last month, Under-Secretary of State 
Peter Tamoff also received assurances of continuity in other 
policies, including Turkey’s burgeoning ties with Israel, 
although some say that relationship is effectively on hold. 

While experts see TYtrkey’s pro-Westem military as still 
exercising important influence, they concede nationalist 
trends and Mn Erbakan's ideological inclination to orient his 
country more eastward than westward could cause problems. 

Alan Makovsky of the Washington Institute for Near East 
policy says Mr. Erbakan overrode his foreign ministry in 
choosing Iran — which the United States considers the 
world’s leading sponsor of state terrorism — for his first for- 
eign trip. 

That visit, last week, resulted in Mr. Erbakan signing a new 
$23 billion, 23-year accord to purchase natural gas from Iran, 
raising the awkward possibility Washington might have to 
invoke sanctions under a new law against Turkey. 

The law requires that the president impose sanctions on 
companies that invest $40 million or more in Iran and Libya. 
Although Washington criticised the deal, it has not decided if 
sanctions apply and is mulling Turkey's argument that the 
deal constitutes trade, not investment It could cake months. 


Mordechai, Arafat to 
meet soon on pullout 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Israel announced 
on Thursday plans for a 
second high-level meet- 
ing with Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat but 
dismissed as “propagan- 
da” his appeal for U.S. 
help in Middle East 
peacemaking. 

Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai, who 
on Thursday night pre- 
sented to senior cabinet 
ministers a plan for 
Israeli army redeploy- 
ment in the West Bank 
city of Hebron, will meet 
Mr. Arafat soon, his 
spokesman said. 

Israel's Channel One 
Television said Mr. 
Mordechai has refused to 
meet Mr. Arafat until 
receiving Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's backing for 
his Hebron redeployment 
ideas. 

Mr. Mordechai 's plan 
recommends undefined 
security adjustments to 
an existing Hebron pull- 
back agreement reached 
between the dovish 
Israeli government Mr. 
Netanyahu ousted in May 
elections and the Pales- 
tinians, Israel's Channel 
Two Television said. 

Mr. Netanyahu's office 


confirmed Mr. 

Mordechai presented his 
plan in an evening meet- 
ing in Jerusalem. It said 
the plan would continue 
to be discussed next week 
and refused to elaborate. 

Mahmoud Abbas, also 
known as Abu Mazen, 
Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) 
architect of Israel-PLO 
peace accords, said he 
opposed any changes to 
the Hebron plan reached 
with Israel's previous 
government. 

“Any changes in the 
agreement are dangerous 
because it can lead to 
other changes which will 
bring about the collapse 
of the accords,” Mr. 
Abbas told Israel Televi- 
sion's Arabic service. 

Mr. Netanyahu said ear- 
lier on Thursday Israel 
wanted to keep its agree- 
ments but Mr. Mordechai 
had to find a way to man- 
age the complicated secu- 
rity needs of the only 
Palestinian city with Jew- 
ish settlers living in it. 

There are some 400 
Jewish settlers living in 
heavily fortified enclaves 
inside Hebron, which is 
home to about 120,000 
Palestinians and has been 
a flashpoint of violence. 


"This is not just an 
interest of the state of 
IsraeL.this is an interest 
first and foremost of the 
Palestinian (National) 
Authority and of Arafat,” 
Mr. Netanyahu told 
reporters. 

Under a 1995 deal with 
the PLO, Israel commit- 
ted to having its troops 
hand over parts of the 
city to Palestinian self- 
rule. 

In a letter on Wednes- 
day, Mr. Arafat asked 
U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton to put pressure on Mr. 
Netanyahu to honour 
peace deals the previous 
Israeli government 
signed with trie PLO. 

“Arafat apparently for 
his own reasons, for rea- 
sons of public relations or 
propaganda of - one kind 
or another, prefers to 
appeal to Washington,” 
Israeli cabinet spokesman 
Danny Naveh told 
Israel's army radio. 

He said Mr. 
Netanyahu's own resis- 
tance to meeting Mr. 
Arafat should not make 
the Palestinian leader feel 
he lacked a peace partner. 

Mr. Ararat wants to 
meet Mr. Netanyahu to 
discuss res umin g peace 
talks. Mr. Netanyahu says 


he will meet Mr. Arafat 
only if necessary. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy in July 
became the first and so 
far only member of Mr. 
Netanyahu's cabinet to 
meet Mr. Arafat. 

Mr. Arafat wrote Mr. 
Clinton that Mr. 
Netanyahu was endan- 
gering Middle East 
peacemaking by renew- 
ing a Jewish settlement 
drive in occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip 
lands. 

Mr. Netanyahu is 
opposed to swapping 
land -for- peace with 
Arabs and infuriated 
Palestinians by lifting 
restrictions the previous 
government imposed on 
expanding Jewish settle- 
ments. 

Palestinians view the 
more than 130,000 Jews 
living among rhe nearly 
two million Arabs in the 
West Bank and Gaza 
Strip as a provocation. 
The PLO wants to even- 
tually set up an indepen- 
dent state in the areas. 
Mr. Netanyahu opposes a 
Palestinian state. 


Cyprus calls for restraint after killings 

Security forces on high alert at flashpoints 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — 
The Cypriot government 
appealed on Fnday to the 
Greek Cypriot community 
to show self-restraint 
hours before the funeral of 
a second Greeje -Cypriot 
killed in/pratestsl against 
Turkey’s occupation of the 1 " 
divided island. 

"...We recommend to the 
Cyprus people coolhead- 
edness and self-restraint,” 
spokesman Yiannakis Cas- 
soulides told reporters in 
the capital Nicosia. “We 
also believe that there 
should be action to defuse 
the situation in Cyprus.” 

Two Greek Cypriots 
were killed this week in 
some of the bloodiest 
clashes on the island since 
Turkey invaded and occu- 
pied its northern third in 
1974 after a brief coup 
engineered by the military 
government then ruling 
Greece. 

Tasos Isaac was beaten 
to death by a group from 
the TYirkish Cypriot side in 
the UN.-controlled buffer 
zone on Sunday. 

A second man, Solomos 


Solomos, was shot dead 
by security forces in the 
Turkish-occupied areas on 
Wednesday as he tried to 
pull down a Turkish flag 
on the edge . of the buffer 


entirely in black and led 
by a police band bore the 
body to the church in a 
glass-topped wooden cof- 
fin draped with a blue- 
and-white. Greek flag. . 


a platoon from the Argen- 
tine contingent, which 
usually mans the western 
buffer zone. 

"We have others 
deployed nearby for rein- 


• - zone in tb* Village of Hundreds of Greek- . 
t 3hSinia 100 kilo- /eypdoi.Boliw/lay.dcwn ... 

metres southeast of harherf wire nnrl mn If tin minutes, U.N. 


metres "southeast of 
Nicosia. 

Thousands of mourners 
attended the funeral of as 
political and religious 
leaders sought to defuse 
the tension. 

Solomos, 26, was killed 
by Turkish Cypriot troops 
Wednesday while climb- 
ing a flagpole along the 
U.N.-patroUed “green 
line” in a bid to pull down 
a Turkish flag. 

Some 3,000 people, 
many waving Greek and 
Cypriot flags, gathered in 
the eastern town of Paral- 
imni for his funeral on Fri- 
day, spilling out of a 
Greek Orthodox church, 
which displayed a banner 
reading “freedom or 
death." 

Mourners lining both 
sides of the road clapped 
as pallbearers dressed 


barbed wire and took up 
positions at a sensitive 
spot along the “green 
line.” 

Elite anti-terrorist 
squads were also deployed 
at Dherinia. where Solo- 
mos was shot and two 
U.N. peacekeepers were 
wounded on Wednesday, 
and some vehicles heading 
towards Paralimni were 
checked for weapons, wit- 
nesses said. 

Greek Prime Minister 
Costas Simitis is due to fly 
to Cyprus on Sarurday to 
be briefed on the crisis but 
will skip Solomos' funeral 
in an apparent effort to 
help defuse tensions. 

Police have dug trenches 
and rolled out barbed wire. 
Hungarian and Austrian 
peacekeepers were rein- 
forced by British U.N. 
soldiers from Nicosia and 


spokesman* 1 ' Waldemar 
Rokoszewski told Reuters, 
adding that the situation 
was still tense. 

Gustave Feissel, U.N. 
chief of mission on the 
island, on Friday met 
Cypriot President Glafcos 
Clerides and Turkish 
Cypriot leader Rauf 
Denktash. 

Mr. Rokoszewski said 
the meeting was designed 
to “discuss how to defuse 
the situation at the 
island.” 

Mr. Feissel told reporters 
later We certainly hope 
there will be no more trou- 
ble but we have enforced 
our manning in that area 
and we have talked to both 
sides to show maximum 
restraint." 


U.S. alarmed by Israel’s settlement plans but wants no confrontation 


By Lamis Andoni 

BOSTON — The Ameri- 
can administration is 
alarmed by recent Israeli 
decisions to step up settle- 
ment activities in the occu- 
pied Arab territories but 
will not enter into an open 
confrontation with the 
Israeli government over 
the issue, admimstration 
officials have said. 

They said that the Amer- 
ican government is waiting 
for Israeli clarifications 
before deciding whether 
the recent Israeli decisions 
constituted “a fundamental 
policy change" that could 
undermine the Middle East 
peace process. 

However, the officials 
said that the U.S. will def- 
initely deduct all of the 
funds that the Israeli gov- 
ernment is putting into any 
settlement activities from 
the $10 billion loan guar- 
antees that were approved 
by the Bush administration 
in 1992. 

The officials said that 
there will be definite 
deductions by the end of 
the fiscal year — in the 
end of September — but 
refused to disclose the 
amount that will be 
deducted. Well-informed 


sources in Washington 
expressed doubt that the 
deductions will be of sig- 
nificance to send a politi- 
cal signal to Israel to halt 
the settlement activities. 

The officials, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, 
said that the amount that 
will be deducted from the 
loan guarantees will also 
include funds that the for- 
mer Labour government 
used on settlements con- 
struction over the last year. 

For despite "the freeze” 
in settlements activity 
introduced by fee former 
Israeli government con- 
struction continued and the 
American administration 
believes that some Ameri- 
can money was used to' 
finance those activities. 

But the administration’s 
main concern is not the 
recent Israeli decisions as 
much as how will these 
decisions affect Isael's 
ability to reestablish "a 
partnership with die Pales- 
tinians” like the one that 
evolved under the Israeli 
Labour government. 

In the view of American 
officials, the peace process 
has survived settlment 
activities during the Israeli 
Labour government rule 
because the former Israeli 


government was able to 
forge "a partnership” 
working relationship with 
the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA). 

Consequently, the Amer- 
ican administration is 
alarmed that the 
“unfreeze” of settlement 
activities will send the 
wrong message to the 
Palestinians and further 
unde rmin e the prospects of 
renewing “the Israeli- 
Palestinian partnership.” 

“If (Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin) Netanyahu 
is trying .to gain Palestin- 
ian confidence he is sure 
doing it the wrong way,” 
the well-placed adminis- 
tration official told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

Thus, American officials 
believe that the repercus- 
sions of the Israeli deci- 
sion, and therefore the 
American reaction to it, 
will partly depend on how 
the Palestinians choose to 
deal with the issue, espe- 
cially if the Israeli deci- 
sions are put into action. 

Rom the official Ameri- 
can viewpoint, even 
though the Palestinians 
had repeatedly complained 
about continued settlement 
activities under the Labour 
government, they had 


never taken an action to 
halt the peace process, or 
end “the partnership” with 
Israel. 

Officials in Washington 
believe that the Palestinian 
National Authority is more 
suspicious now of the 
Israeli decisions, because 
it feels that the partnership 
that was established with 
the Labour Party has 
crumbled and there is seri- 
ous uncertainty about the 
future of the whole peace 
process. 

Yet they feel that Mr. 
Netanyahu could still do 
something to re-establish 
trust, and probably part- 
nership with the Palestini- 
ans if he urgently takes 
other steps such a rede- 
ployment of Israeli troops 
in Hebron. 

It was not clear whether 
the U.S. would consider 
Israeli redeployment from 
Hebron as sufficient to 
prove that the Israeli gov- 
ernment is committed to 
its peace agreements with 
the Palestinians even if it 
stepped up settlement 
activities. 

But judging by inter- 
views with admimstration 
officials, the American 
attitude towards the Israeli 
settlement policies will 


depend on its own evalua- 
tion of the kind of settle- 
ment activities the Israeli 
government will initiate as 
well as their effect on 
advancing talks with the 
Palestinians. 

For example, the admin- 
istration seems to differen- 
tiate between activities 
that will lead to the expan- 
sion of the settlements and 
construction that aims at 
improving the infrastruc- 
ture of existing colonies. 

Improving the infrastruc- 
ture of the current settle- 
ments, such as bringing in 
mobile caravans to use as 
classrooms, do not appear 
to be activities that the 
administration will decide 
to be detrimental to the 
peace process. But the 
American evaluation will 
be influenced to an extent 
by the Palestinian reaction, 
since for the Palestinians 
such activities imply that it 
will be futile to negotiate 
the future of the settle- 
ments if Israel is making 
them a permanent feet on 
the ground. 

According to a well-con- 
nected analyst in Washing- 
ton, President Bill Clinton 
himself views settlement 
activities with more con- 
cern. The analyst said that 


Mr. Clinton has privately 
told Mr. Netanyahu, in 
their meeting in Washing- 
ton in July, that settlement 
activities will roipedo the 
peace process. 

However, according to 
different American sources 
in Washington, the U.S. 
administration hopes that. 
Mr. Netanyahu’s recent 
decisions, are aimed at pla- 
cating the settlers to give 
him a breathing space that 
will allow him to proceed 
with serious negotiations 
with the Palestinians. 
Some administration offi- 
cials, according to the 
same analysts, even 
believe that Mr. Netanyahu 
might be trying to under- 
cut the influence of Ariel 
Sharon, the hardline infra- 
structure minister, by mak- 
ing "lesser concessions” to 
the settlers. But analysts, 
including Jewish Ameri- 
can peace activists, fear 
that the administration is 
underestimating Mr. 
Netanyahu's commitment 
to the hardline slogans he 
raised during the election 
campaign. 

However, administration 
officials, said that the 
administration prefers “to 
wait and see.” 
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Jordan National Bank-Business Bank 


merger to create fourth largest bank 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The Jordan 
National Bank and the 
Business Bank have agreed 
to merge into a single enti- 
ty, which would be the 
fourth largest commercial 
bank in die Kingdom. 

The decision comes 
ahead of an expected 
announcement that the 
Arab Bank is buying the 
Amman Bank for Invest- 
ments and will turn it into 
an Islamic bank. 

Rajoi Muasher, chairman 
of the Business Bank, said 
the Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) approved the deci- 
sion of the two banks to 
merge and now the Comp- 
troller of Companies have 
to set up a committee to 
trermine :he markei value 
their stocks. 

•’We hope the committee 
would be formed soon so 
that the merger procedures 
could be expedited quick- 
'v," Mr- Muasher told the 


Jordan Times. He said the 
general assemblies of the 
two banks will hold a joint 
meeting after the commit- 
tee sets the market value of 
the shares. 

It will be the first volun- 
tary merger of two finan- 
cially sound banks and the 
new entity will retain the 
name Jordan National 
Bank. 

-It is a step in the right 
direction and we expect a 
few more mergers to hap- 
pen in the near future,” CBJ 
Deputy Governor Michel 
Manowas quoted as saying 
by Reuters. -Mergers wifi 
strengthen banks and make 
them more able to compete 
and provide larger capital 
and shareholders’ rights to 
diversify their services and 
products.” 

The CBJ. which has said 
that Jordan had too many 
banks, has asked all Jor- 
danian commercial banks 
to raise their capital to JD 
20 million before the end of 
the year. Market analysts 


say a few small banks 
might find it difficult to 
meet the requirement given 
their Hone-too-good perfor- 
mance and the tight liquidi- 
ty in the capital market. 

Most other banks are said 
to be in a comfortable posi- 
tion to raise the capital 
because they have accumu- 
lated voluntary reserves 
that could be converted into 
capital. 

Mr. Muasher said the 
merged entity will have 
much more than the 
required JD 20 million cap- 
ital. 

The Business Bank was 
formed in 1991 after the 
collapse of the Bank of 
Credit and Commerce 
International (BCCI). The 
collapse did not affect the 
BCCI branches in Jordan 
because all its foreign 
reserves were held in the 
Kingdom in line with a 
demand by the CBJ, which 
apparently foresaw the col- 
lapse of BCCl’s 
international operations. 


The CBJ granted the 
BCCI licence to the Busi- 
ness Bank, which success- 
fully negotiated a deal with 
the Central Bank to acquire 
the BCCI branches in Jor- 
dan. 

With combined assets 
valued at JD 589 million, 
the new Business Bank- Jor- 
dan National Bank entity, 
which is expected to come 
into being as of early 1997, 
will be the fourth largest 
among Jordan's 21 com- 
mercial banks after the 
Arab Bank, the Housing 
Bank and the Islamic Bank, 
Reuters reported. 

Meanwhile negotiations 
between the Arab Bank and 
the Amman Bank for 
Investments have reached 
an advanced stage and the 
buyout is expected to be 
announced soon. 

The Amman Bank for 
Investments is managed 
under the direct supervision 
of die Central Bank of Jor- 
dan after it hit financial 
troubles. 


Prospects for trade with 
Iraq , Palestinians edge up 
AFM share prices 
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By Thomas S. Pierson. 
'Astrologer, Cairoll 
Righter Foundation 


Israelis urged to stick with bonds 


TEL AVJV (R; — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu announced Thurs- 
day a “safety net" for govern- 


ment bonds shaken by a wave 
of dumping by heavyweight 
investors. 

‘The governor of the Bank 


OPPORTUNITY FOR INVESTMENT 


We are an international group located in Berlin 
Germany with a Jordanian partner and we are 
willing to build in Northern Jordan the most 
modern equipped factory in the whole Middle 
East for cigarettes. A cigarette factory of 
1 1 10,000,00 DM. We are looking for one or more 
silent partner/s but not more than 33% of 100. 
Please contact our man in Amman under 
phone No. 799824. 

We are free for ail kind of interviews in this matters. 


of Israel the finance minister 
and I met this mornin g and 
dedded-On stabilisation steps 
for government bonds and a 
detailed and clear plan for a 
safety net for the bonds,” Mr. 
Netanyahu said in broadcast 
remarks. Tbs central bank 
said shortly afterwards that it 
would intervene in the bond 
market to repurchase govern- 
ment bonds for die value of 
750 million shekels. 

The intervention will be 
done through three tenders 
and foe bank said it would 
soak up excess liquidity 
caused by foe repurchases by 
issuing short term bills of foe 
value of 540 milli on shekels. 

Provident funds, long-term 


Gifts Centre Introduces Trueste by Tiffany 


IBRAHIM AND KHAUD 
Abu SbakraC Trading Co., 
owners of the Gifts Centre. 
Wednesck^ : introduced a 
new American perfume for 
women to the Jordanian 


public. Th e new perfume, 
Trueste by TIFFANY, was 


introduced during a press 
meeting held at the 
Amman Marriott Hote l. 

Trueste by TIFFANY 
comes from the jeweller at 
the heart of New York City, 
a new fragrance that 


embodies foe spirit of life’s 
Triieste ' cel ebrations. 
Trueste by. TIFFANY is a.' 
refreshing expression of 
youthful verve. A delight- 
ful fruity flora], it immedi- 
ately entices with its viva- 
cious top notes of black- 
currant, apricot, peach and 
Mirabelle plum. A celebra- 
tion of life’s true moments 
that become cherished 
memories: true friendship; 
true romance; and being 
true to oneself. A natural 


extension of TIFFANY’S 
traditional tole in lifers cel - , 
ebrafioris‘ s "Trueste ' is thei 
essence of" the limitless 
possibilities and energy of 
youth. Ibrahim and Khalid 
Abu Shaqra Trading Com- 
pany now runs five branch- 
es in Amman to be able to 
communicate with a larger 
group of clientele and 
dealers. 


THE Daily Crossword j.Read 


ACROSS 
1 Agent 007 
5 — Bill, 
legendary 
cowboy 

10 Beehive State 

14 Region 

15 Glorify 

16 Egyptian river 

17 Word difficult to 


is |6 17 IB 19 


110 11 12 >13 


130 131 132 


pronounce 

19 Fido's bane 

20 Capp and 
Capone 

21 Formerly 

22 Lucky piece 
24 Seashore 

26 Asterisk 

27 Bum with a hot 
liquid 

29 Of the highest 
quality 

33 Desert havens 

34 Hoodlums 

35 Bom 

36 Doing 

37 Glossy 

38 'Terrible" ruler 

39 Witness 

40 To pieces 

41 Longest river of 
France 

42 Supercilious 

44 Feeling of 
dread 

45 Violin part 

46 Authority 
48 Withdraw 

51 Comic Kaplan 

52 Unpleasantly 
chilly 

55 Declare 

56 Nonsense 

59 Isinglass 

60 “Let's Make — " 

61 Singer James 

62 Frolic 

63 Frenchman's 
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income 
64 Not diluted 


DOWN 

1 “-California 

2 Spoken 

3 Dan Rather, e.g. 

4 Touch lightly 

5 Hammer parts 

6 Precise 


7 Birthday dessert 

8 Spanish cheer 

9 Game plan 

10 Spread open 

11 Cash box 

12 Not aweather 

13 Preliminary 
contest 

18 Streets 
23 A planet 

25 Margarine 

26 Daring feat 

27 "March King* 

28 Prank 

29 Article of 
apparel 

30 Pep up 

31 Approaches 

32 Mammal with a 
ringed tail 

34 Be grateful 

37 Typewriter part 

38 Charged 
particles 

40 Old 

41 Hen 

43 Road sign 
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47 White poplar 
tree 

48 Freeway exit 

49 Sinful 


46 Former Egyptian 50 Comic Imogens 


leader 


53 Nora Charles' 
dog 

54 Reporter's 
question 

57 Slimmer drink 


51 Singer Campbell 58 Study room 


savings funds with special tax 
benefits, have been dumping 
bonds to meet huge public 
withdrawals estimated to aver- 
age about three billion shekels 
in August and in September. 

The public has been 
redeeming provident funds 
because of their negative 
returns caused by falling stock 
and boad prices. 

Me Netanyahu, speaking at 
a ceremony marking foe reap- 
pointment of Bank of Israel 
Governor Jacob Frenkel, 
noted that government bonds 
represented more than half of 
foe holdings of the provident 
funds. 

‘It is important here, when 
citizens arc weighing thin gs 
not to be basty_(nor) blindly 
follow newspaper headlines or 
people who are trying to mate 
fast profits with aO sorts of big 
offers on bonds,” Mr. Net- 
anyahu said. V- . .. _ . 


AMMAN — Share prices at 
foe Jordanian stock exchange 
have broken clear of a psy- 
chological mask , indicating 
continued enthusiasm 
sparked by prospects for 
trade with Iraq and foe Pales- 
tinian territories, brokers said 
Friday. 

The weekly report of the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) said the general share 
price index based on 60 com- 
panies closed 0.26 per cent 
higher. 

The net rise for foe week 
was relatively smaLL in what 
foe brokers attributed to fears 
sparked by a dispute between 
the government and parlia- 
ment over proposed increas- 
es in foe pice of bread. 

“The issue should have 
depressed prices, but foe 
overall interest of investors 
appeared to have not only 
absorbed foe depression but 
also edged up foe prices,” 
said a broken 

The AFM report said foe 
share price index closed at 
140.2 points, up 036 points 
or 0.26 per cent from the 
week’s opening of 139.84 
■points. 

Turnover went down by 
more than half to three mil- 
lion dinars in four days of 
trading from 63 million 
dinar s in five days of busi- 
ness in foe previous week. 

Banks and financial institu- 
tions accounted for 13 mil- 
lion dinars of foe weekly 
turnover, followed by indus- 
trials with 1.27 million 
dinars, service sector shares 
with 440.000 dinar s and 
insurance stocks with 12300 
dinars . 

Separate sectoral indices 
showed that commercial 
banks and financial institu- 
tions gained 03 per cent dur- 
ing foe week, insurance 
stocks 0.06 per cent and 
industrials 0.06 percent. Ser- 
vices SfectOT shares dip ped by 


0.42 per cent. 

Stocks of 87 companies 
were traded during foe week, 
with 25 of them closing with 
gains , 45 slipping and 17 
remaining unchanged. 

Pearl Consulting, a private 
sector film which maintains 
its own indices for share 
prices, said its general index 
remained unchanged for the 
week at 80.99 points, down 
1531 points from the same 
period last year. 

Pearl’s sectoral indices 
showed commercial banks 
and financial institutions 
gainin g 0.02 per cent, insur- 
ance stocks 0.07 per cent, 
and industrials 0.06 per cent 
Service sector shares slipped 
by 038 per cent 

A further split-up by Pearl 
showed that in foe banking 
sector commercial banks 
gained 0. 14 par cent, invest- 
ment banks slipped by 134 
per cent, specialised banks 
gained 0.1J per cent and 
Islamic banks dropped 0.83 
percent 

In the services sector, ener- 
gy firms gained 236 per 
cent, tourism and hotels 
gained two per cent, trans- 
port firms slipped by 2.S per 
cent, and investment and real 
estate companies dropped 
1.04 per cent 

Among industrials, mining 
firms slipped by 0.09 per 
cent, chemical and petroleum 
firms by 0.19 per cent con- 
struction companies by 0.29 
per cent, foe supply and con- 
sumption sector by 0.95 per 
cent, engineering companies 
by 0.46 per cent and textile 
firms by 0.68 per cent Phar- 


maceuticals gained 1.9 per 
cent. 

AFM brokers, speaking on 
condition of anonymity in 
line with standing market 
guidelines, said foe recovery 
in prices after plunging 
below the 140 points in the 
index was largely due to 
institutional interest 

“For one thing, foe 
announcement of foe oil-for- 
fbod deal between Iraq and 
the U.N. has given a boost to 
Jordanian companies which 
now hope to increase their 
exports to Iraq,” said a bro- 
ker. 

“For another, assurances 
given by U.S. officials that 
they would help remove 
trade barriers with Israel 
and the Palestinians have 
also given a shot in foe arm 
for investors.” 

Lengthy inspection of 
cargo vehicles headed for j 
Israel as well as foe Palestin- j 
ian market through Israeli- 1 
held territory is one of the 
key hurdles to increased Jor- 
danian trade, officials and 
businessmen have com- 
plained. 

Institutions and large 
investors were avoiding the 
market for several weeks 
and this was cited as one of 
foe reasons behind foe sharp 
plunge in prices for six 
weeks running. 

Another reason was a 
crunch on liquidity resulting 
from foe drain on capital 
away from foe market to 
commercial bank accounts 
which offer relatively high 
yields on short and medium 
term deposits. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• by Hmri Arnold and MDw Argirion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter kt each squaw, to form 
four ordinary words. 


DEKIN 


C \ 


THE BETTER HALF. By Glasbergen 


IMricChaita 
n**ds tolnd a 
now sport 



INFIS 


FAISAR 




WHEN THE 
EUNN0Z CAME IN 
LAST HE VMAS 


NIGDJH 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 


‘My brother’s divorce is getting 
pretty nasty. Nobody wants 
custody of the litter box.” 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: GROIN LIGHT REFUGE INVOKE 
Answer How the shy employee fort at his farewell 

Dartv — LIKE RETIRING 


Peanuts 


HERE'S THE WORLD WAR I 
FLYING ACE CROSSlNe 
NO MAN'S LAND TO 
VISIT HIS BROTHER IN 
THE TRENCHES.. 


HI. SPIKE! HOW'S 
EVERYTHING 60INE7 


WELL, I HAVE TO SET 


NEVER TELL AN 


SACK TO THE AERODROME., a INFANTRYMAN TO 
HAVE A NICE DAY.. | HAVE A NICE DAY.. 


IMINTHE 

INFANTRY 




I - 


Andy Capp 



C >9M MJGM 

06T rt swaunoN ■nratunotui north 

WtEnCASTNOKAn INC. 


* e 

I# 


r DID SHE ' 
WIN THE 
JACKPOT 


r NO/ JACK— 

L SHE LOST . 
r A POUND < 
AND A HALF 
AT THE 
HEALTH 

-v CLUB > 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


MT-OVH, SOl/LL 

MURT YOURSEL-F 
CARRYING THAT 

HEAVV FAIL. Of= 


COAL. UP STAIRS, 


EVERY DAY/ 




ARIES: ('March 21 to 
April 19) This is a fine 
morning today to be alert 
to modem methods of 
gaining your aims quickly 
so study them well Later 
this evening you will be 
able to consult with a fel- 
low associate and deter- 
mine how to get a new 
project functional. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 21) Find the right 
ways and means today to 
accomplish your careet 
activities in a most prestr-^ 
gious manner. Find better 
ways later this evening to 
please your mate and 
increase the happiness 
which ispresent. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) You can find 
ideas today from a fellow 
associate who like to talk 
and through this commu- 
nication you can deter- 
mine the best course of 
action. Use more modem 
methods later this evening 
for greater success. 

MOON CHILDREN: (Ju- 
ne 22 to July 21 ) Concen- 
trate on getting your 
activities working more 
efficiently today and you 
.can devise some plan of 
action which will be pros- 
perous. Tonight rest up 
and restore your energy 
for the coming week ana 
thereby make mucjjpjt 


progress. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Make appointments 
early today for recreations 
which you enjoy and oth- 
ers would like to partici- 
pate in. You are eager for 
romance with your mate, 
however, get the shopping 
done first and vou will 
have more time later this 
evening. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Do what- 
ever will make your life 
more harmonious today 
and get into some interest- 
ing recreational activities. 
r Talk to your- mate later 
-this evening- into living! a 
more organised lifestyle 
so he or she will know 
where things are located. 
LIBRA: (September 23 

tn flnfriK^r n 1 C nnfnrt 


to October 22) Contact 
those who need your 
advice todav and give it to 


them, thereby providing 
someone with helpful 
suggestions. Get you! 


helpful 


abode in tip-top shape for 
a guest and you can there- 
by make this person feel 
welcome and comfort- 
able. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 2 1 ) Plan 
how today to add to your 
present income and 
assets. Tonight study how 
to be more economical 
and build reserves for foe 
days ahead and thereby 


you will have something 
for the lean times vou 


for the lean times you 
coul d go through. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21) 
Be sure to state your true 
ambitions today to those 
who can assisi you with 
some important new pro- 
ject. You can plan a work- 
able course of action 
which need some assis- 
tance from an authority 
figure. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to Jan. 20) Elevate 
your consciousness today 
by starting your ideas 
working on a more practi- 
cal level which will 
successful if you take the 
necessary steps. See close 
friends this evening and 
you can have a relaxing 
time together. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) Put a wise- 
plan to work todav which 
will quickly gam your 
finest desires. DonT. con- 


fide your plans to anyone, 
as any leak of vital infor- 


mation couldsabotage foe 
entire project which could 
be costly in time and 
effort. 


PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) If you. keep the 
promises you have made 
today, you can assure 
greater success in thedays 
ahead. Gain personal aims 
later this evening by con- 
suiting with some knowl- 
edgeable person andgain 
his or her advice *on l 
important matters. ' • - 
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Hotel investments on Yemenia shore in Aqaba 
expected to be more than $100 million 


** SEVEN INTERNATIONAL and local 
companies have submitted offers to build 
5-star touristic hotels on the Yemenia 
shore in Aqaba in addition to another five 
offers from local companies to set up a 
series of cafes, restaurants and touristic 
resthomes, on the southern shore of the 
city. According to Fayez Khasawneh, 
president of the Aqaba Regional Authori- 
ty, the overall amount of local and foreign 


investments in hotels on the Yemenia 
shore is expected to be more than SI 00 
million. The projects will provide 1,250 
new rooms and 4,000 job opportunities as 
the concerned technical committee has 
made its approval conditional on having at 
least 250 rooms for each project. 

Among the foreign companies that have 
submined offers were Club Med and 
Meridien hotels ( A1 Aswaq). 


Housing Department expected to invest JD 
34.3 million in 4,150 units this year 


** THE HOUSING and Urban Develop- 
ment Department is expected to invest 
about JD 34.3 million in setting up 4,150 
housing units this year. In 1995, the 
department’s investments amounred to 
about JD 39.8 million and were spread 
over 5.310 units of which 3,595 housing 
units were completed and distributed at a 
total cost of JD 23.2 million. The remain- 
ing 1,710 units are still under construc- 
tion. Yousef Hiyasau the department’s 
director-general, said the emphasis is cur- 
rently on providing housing to govern- 
ment employees in the first place. 

The procedure would be to give the 


ownership of the units to government 
departments which, in turn, would lease 
them to the employees who work in areas 
far away from their home residence, Mr. 
Hiyasat explained. “This would facilitate 
living conditions for the civil servants by 
providing them with temporary’ housing 
units without permanent ownership. 

The housing chief said the department 
was currently implementing an “employ- 
ment housing" project in Aqaba. This 300 
units project which is expected to be com- 
pleted in the coming few months will pro- 
vide housing to Jordan Electricity Author- 
ity employees (A1 Ra’I + AI Dus tour). 
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FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 1 90 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 81(5520 1 
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Mat 20 x 30 cm 
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10 A.M - 1 A.M 
TeL 857199 
Fax 898537 

0mm Utliataa 
behind San Rock 
Hotel 
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Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 

Tel 693399 



NO 1 

\ 

FOR 

\ 

O 

vRENT 

L 

\ FLATS 

E 

A 

N 

1 

\VILLAS 

| g SERVICESXj 


BYBLOS 


^ IVE SEND 

' j FLOWERS 

WORLD WIDE 


t Interflora Membership ) 
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Salma Inter Flowers 


Urn Uthainah 
Madina M. Street 

Telefax : ( 811395 ) 
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Tel: 758180 
Radio & tv station RD. 


Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 


01 Rot- - SMI IK 

Mecca SI D.toijcI Cent'.'/ 



ShebA 

Svim 


• 36 COMFORTABLY & 
AIR-CONDITIONED 
FURNISHED SUITES. 

• FULLY EQUIPPED 
KITCHEN. 

m SATELLITE TV & DIRECT 
DIAL TELEPHONE LINES. 

IURK ON PREMISES. 

0 TV. HALL 









io Sports 


Minister blasts media over criticism 
of Jordan’s performance in Atlanta 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Youth 
Minister Mohammad Daou- 
diyeh has said the recent 
media uproar over the dis- 
qualifiction of a Jordanian 
athlete from the Atlanta 
Olympics and the failure of 
the Kingdom's delegation to 
win any medals was unjusti- 
fied 

The minister in particular 
blasted Jordan Television’s 
(JTV) coverage of the issue 
and said he “informed the 
prime minister and the min- 
ister of information (of 
JTV's coverage) and all 
those who helped in spread- 
ing fabrications and ties 
about our ‘children’ who 
went with us to Atlanta will 
be held responsible for their 
acts." 

Blaming the Jordanian 
mass media for attacking 
Jordan’s Olympic delega- 
tion and describing its per- 
formance as “disappoint- 
ing." Mr. Daoudiyeh said 
the results were no surprise 
since Jordan did not qualify 
to any of the Olympic com- 
petitions and its participa- 
tion was symbolic. 

“I was surprised by some 
in the mass media attacking 
the delegation. Such cover- 
age can be attributed to 
either ignorance or to some 
covert goals and indeed it is 
pathetic if it was due to 
ignorance," the minister 
said in an interview to be 
published by A1 Aswaq 
Arabic daily today. 

“Every one knows that I 
said in an interview with 
(.JTV's) Sports Magazine 


that we are going to Atlanta 
to prove our presence and 
because we cannot boycott 
the Atlanta Olympics," he 
said. 

“I only assumed my post a 
short while ago and I am not 
responsible for winning 
gold or other medals-, and 
long before our departure 
the record numbers of our 
players were known to all.... 
It was apparent that our 
players were not qualified 
to achieve any advanced 
results. 

The minister, who worked 
as a sports editor and writer 
as well as press advisor at 
the Royal Court before 
being elected as deputy and 
appointed as minister of 
youth, said he accepts 
objective and constructive 
criticism by the media and 
would in no way stand in 
the face of a free press. 

But, be added, the issue 
seems to be about a conflict 
over the presidency of the 
Jordan Olympic Committee 
(JOQ now that die elec- 
tions are nearing. 

Dwelling on the issue of 
judo player Walid Awazem 
who was disqualified ahead 
of his first bout in the 
Olympics because of his 
failure to make the weigh- 
in. the minister said he was 
not responsible for accom- 
panying Awazem to the 
weigh-in sight and showing 
him what to do. 

Sports commentators and 
journalists in Amman said 
the case goes beyond the 
athlete’s failure to make the 


weigh-in, noting that 
Awazem was injured before 
his departure for Atlanta. 

A routine medical check 
of Jordanian athletes in 
Atlanta’s Olympic Village 
showed Awazem to be suf- 
fering from injury which 
had required medication 
and physiotherapy for four 
days prior to the competi- 
tion. 

In addition, it was 
revealed that a test run in 
Amman on the physical fit- 
ness of Awazem on July 7 
showed that be needed to 
improve his fitness which 
was below average. Further- 
more, Awazem's medical 
tests in Atlanta made it clear 
that the player had con- 
cealed a recent injury, sus- 
tained most probably dur- 
ing bis training period in 
Syria prior the delegation's 
departure for the Olympics. 

Another puzzling point is 
tire fact that Awazem had 
suggested to the Jordan 
Olympic Committee (JOC) 
to name Khaled Rifa’i his 
coach while knowing that 
Mr. Rifai is not qualified for 
fee job . He later revealed 
that he himself was Rifai’s 
coach. 

Mr. Daoudiyeh told A1 
Aswaq that Awazem's Japa- 
nese trainers signed papers 
showing that he was in good 
shape and it was only in 
Atlanta that Awazem re- 
vealed that he was injured. 

He said there is thus far no 
medical report to prove that 
Awazem was injured, with 
the available reports asking 


him to have further checks. 

“When I asked him about 
his injury, be said be was 
afraid of being eleminated 
from the delegation... We 
can in no way find an 
excuse for the player and he 
should have participated 
although we know he would 
not have achieved a good 
result," said Mr. Daoudiyeh. 

The minister refuted 
charges (hat the delegation 
included relatives of play- 
ers, adding that some rela- 
tives accompanied the dele- 
gation on their own. 

“Every Jordanian has the 
right to buy a plane ticket 
softer obtaining the required 
visa to go to Atlanta. Omar 
(Dallal's) mother arrived in 

Atlanta from Canada to 
watch her son in the swim- 
ming competitions... and 
returned to Canada after the 
competition concluded." he 
said. 

He added that sw imm er 
Mira Ghueim’s anny also 
bought her own ticket to 
accompany 13-year-old 
Mira to Atlanta. 

Mr. Daoudiyeh said he 
had an important meeting 
with International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) President 
Juan Samaranch which will 
have its positive results on 
the Jordanian sports move- 
ment 

Mr. Samaranch said the 
IOC will help Jordan in 
preparing special pro- 
grammes to train athletes 
and pledged to offer finan- 
cial support to cany our 
these programmes. 


Williams makes Graf work Mippoussis 
to advance in Tennis classic courier 


MANHATTAN BEACH, 
California (AFP) — Venus 
Williams, playing her 14th 
career match, made world 
number one Steffi Graf 
work for a 6-4. 6-4 victory 
Wednesday in the third 
round of the WTA Tour 
women’s tennis tournament 
here. 

The 1 6-year-old Califor- 
nian, cheered on by a crowd 
of 5,514 at the Manhattan 
Beach Country Club, 
showed remarkable poise as 
she broke Graf once in each 
set. and said she enjoyed 
eveiy minute of the one 
hour and 2 1 -minute match. 

“I was loose,” she said. “I 
was very prepared to play. 
Nothing in her game made 
me go ‘whoa.’” 

Graf, who claimed the 
20th Grand Slam tide of her 
career with her victory at 
Wimbledon this { year, said 
she didn't think she played 
her best, but she admitted 
she was impressed with her 
young opponent 


“There were some amaz- 
ing points that she played,” 
Graf said. “She really goes 
for her shots, she has such 
incredible range, and she 
moves so well for someone 
so talL.. She has tremen- 
dous possibilities.” 
Williams' self-confidence 
may be her biggest asset 
‘7 never, ever said to 
myself, ‘oh no, I can’t play 
her,”' she said. “I would 
never go on court and just 
say this person is a better 
player than I am." 

Graf, herself known for 
her fearlessness in her days 
as a young giant-killer, said 
that attitude was just right 
“If you have fear when 
you’re young, there’s some- 
thing wrong." Graf said. 
“That’s how you should 
play when you’re young 
because the older you get 
the tougher it will be." 

Of her own game, Graf 
said she made too many 
easy mistakes. 

“T don’t think I played 


very well, but I played well 
enough on the important 
points,” said Graf, who let 
one match point escape in 
the ninth game of tile sec- 
ond set before serving out 
for the match with a love 

^S^ond-seeded German 
Anke Huber was also less 
than satisfied with her sec- 
ond-round victory over 
Kristie Boogert of the 
Netherlands. 

Huber, runner-up to Mo- 
nica Seles in the Australian 
Open final this year and 
winner of a tournament in 
Rosmalen, recovered from a 
first-set loss to win 5-7, 6-3, 
6-3, but said she would 
have to improve to have a 
chance of meeting Graf in 
the final. 

In the day’s ocher third- 
round match, eighth-seeded 
Amy Frazier defeated Ita- 
lian Silvia Farina 6-4, 6-0 to 
earn a quarterfinal clash 
with Graf. 


to reach 
quarters at 
New Haven 


Sampras, Ivanisevic set dates with 
underdogs at ATP Championships 


INDIANAPOLIS (R) — Top-seed Pete Sampras 
and second-seed Goran Ivanisevic won third- 
round matches Thursday to advance to quarterfi- 
nal dates against upset-minded underdogs at the 
$ 1.04 million RCA Championships. 

The top-ranked Sampras served poorly, but 
had an easy time anyway, posting a 6-1 6-2 win 
over 108 di- ranked Marcos Ondruska of South 
Africa. 

The seventh-ranked Ivanisevic of Croatia 
eased, past 16th seed Petr Korda of Czech 
Republic 6-3 6-3. 

Next up for Sampras and Ivanisevic are a pair 
of unheralded foes who have been springing sur- 
prises this week. 

Tommy Haas, an 1 8-year-old German wild- 
card recipient ranked 390 in the world, has 
reached the quarterfinals of die first tour event 
he's ever played and for his reward gets to meet 
world number one Sampras. 

Haas, who spent the last five years at Nick 
Bollenieri Academy in Florida, defeated two 
seeded players this week, ousting eighth-seeded 
Renzo Furlan of Italy and lOth-seeded 
Australian Mark Woodforde. 

“All I want to do is go out there tomorrow and 
try my best,” Haas said. “I don't really have any 
expectations to beat him (Sampras) or any- 


The 112th-ranked Roux upset sentimental 
favourite, ninth-seeded Stefan Edbetg of 
Sweden, 6-3 6-4 in the third round, a day after 
ousting seventh-seed Australian Jason 
Stoltenberg. 

For a player known for his serving prowess, 
Sampras had an astonishingly low 39 per cent 
first serve percentage. 

“I just didn’t have it," Sampras said. “I didn't 
have my fast ball. Maybe my toss was moving 
all over the place. 1 was missing them, maybe 
trying to serve a little bit too bard." 

Meanwhile Olympic gold medallist Andre 
Agassi, who was defaulted from the SI million 
RCA Championships tournament Wednesday 
after a ball abuse incident and cursing at the 
umpire, was handed a $6,000 fine Thursday. 

In addition to the fine, the sixth- ranked Agassi 
will not receive any prize money for this week, 
which would have amounted to $6,040 for a sec- 
ond-round showing. 

Agassi also received zero ATP Tour points for 
tite week, which will remain a part of his rank- 
ing for the next 52 weeks. 

He will be unable to erase this no-point show- 
ing from the best-of-14 system in place on the 
tour. 


NEW HAVEN,.^Ccinnecti- 
cut (AP) — Big-serving 
Mark Philippoussis won 
two tiebreakers to upset 
Jim Courier Thursday and 
reach the quarterfinals of 
the Pilot Pen International. 

Philippoussis, seeded No. 
14, beat the third-seeded 
Courier 7-6 (7-5), 7-6 (7- 
3). 

Philippoussis. who rattles 
many opponents with his 
serve, said he has been 
working hard to improve 
his all-around game. 

“I’d like to think if my 
serve is not working, which 
in the past it hasn’t, that I 
can rely on grounds trokes 
or coming into the net,” he 
said. ‘T think I played 
smart today. I didn't go for 
too many stupid shots.” 

Top-seeded Yevgeny Ka- 
felnikov of Russia ad- 
vanced earlier in the day, 
defeating No. 15 Andrea 
Gaudenzi of Italy 6-1, 6-4. 

No. 4 Wayne Ferreira of 
South Africa, No. 10 Jan 
Siemerink of the Nether- 
lands, and No. 12 Daniel 
Vacek of the Czech Re- 
public also reached the 
quarterfinals. 

Wild-card Alex O’Brien 
beat fellow American 
Chuck Adams 6-3, 2-6, 6- 
2 . 

Trailing 4-2 in the second 
set. Courier broke Philip- 
poussis in the seventh 
game and went on to force 
another tiebreaker. 

“In the tiebreakers I 
served really well, and I 
think that was the key to 
winning it,” Philippoussis 
said. 
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Paralympic Games open in Atlanta 


ATLANTA (AP) — Dis- 
abled athletes from 120 
countries took centre stage 
Thursday night at Olympic 
Stadium, where thousands 
of fans still gripped by 
Olympic euphoria turned 
out for the opening ceremo- 
ny of the 1996 Paralympics. 

Less than two weeks after 
the Olympic flame was 
extinguished, the crowds 
came back to cheer on the 
3,500 disabled athletes 
competing in Atlanta’s sec- 
ond round of games. 

“We’re all feeling post- 
Olympic syndrome. This 
gives us a way to ease out of 
things a little bit," said Sue 
Anduze of Douglasville, 
Georgia, whose two teenage 
daughters were performing 
in the opening ceremony. 

“Everybody went home 
and said, ‘we’re so glad the 
Olympics are over.* then 
they said, ‘whai are we 
going to do now?”’ Anduze 
said. 

Among the 64,500 specta- 
tors were Vice President A1 
Gore and Juan Antonio Sa- 
maranch, head of the Inter- 
national Olympic Commit- 
tee (IOC). 

“On behalf of President 
(Bill) Clioton and a proud 
American nation eagerly 
awaiting the Paralympics to 
begin, I declare the 1996 
Paralympic Games of At- 
lanta open,” Mr. Gore said. 

Perhaps the spectator 
most in need of a post- 
Olympic pick-me-up was 
Atlanta Olympics chief 
Billy Payne, who said the 
Paralympic celebration of- 
fered some relief after days 
spent saying goodbye to 
Olympic co-workers. 

“It’s good to come out 
here because the days are 
pretty said,” Payne said. 
“With everybody leaving, 
it's tough. It’s been much 
harder than I thought it 
would be.” 

Actor Christopher Reeve, 
paralysed in a horseback- 
riding accident in 1995, 
served as master of cere- 
monies. After a brief delay 
following his introduction. 
Reeve appeared on the stage 



Actor Christopher Reeve, accompanied by his son Will, addresses the Paralympic 
Games athletes and fans Thursday during opening ceremony festivities in Atlanta 
before 10 days of athletic competition. A record breaking 117 countries will partici- 
pate in the 10th Paralympic Gaines (Reuter photo) 


grass, who uses a motorised 
wheelchair since a 1982 au- 
tomobile accident left him 
partially paralysed, belted 
out “The Star Spangled 
Banner.” Army Sgt. 1st 
Class Dana Bowman, who 
lost both legs in a skydiving 
accident in 1994; parachut- 
ed into a star formed by 
children on the field. 

“Just as Dr. (Martin 
Luther) King taught us thar 


from a rotating platform to < the- colour of one’s skin 


church choirs and dance 
studios throughout the 
Atlanta area. 

“A lot of people just don’t 
want this thing to be over." 
said Helen Dougherty, the 
ceremony director, who was 
overwhelmed by volunteers 
wanting to perform at the 
event 

The highlight of the cere- 
mony was to be the relight- 
ing of the Olympic caul- 
dron. which was extin- 


introduce the parade of ath- 
letes. ■ •*«-••• 

“As we exit this stadium, 
consider their journeys and 
rejoice in their accomplish- 
ments,” Reeve said. 
‘They’ve arrived at a place 
in the world, the pinnacle of 
competition for world-class 
athletes with disabilities." 

The athletes, preceded by 
the flag of their home coun- 
try. then slowly processed 
around the track, where 
many will be whizzing in 
wheelchairs and running 
and jumping on prosthetic 
limbs during the next 10 
days. 

Like the Paralympic 
events, the ceremony down- 
played participants’ disabil- 
ities, focusing instead on 
their accomplishments. 

Soul singerTeddy Pender- 


But people all up and down 
the streets are selling tick- 
ets,” said Jay Sellars of 
Conyers, a Paralympic vol- 
unteer who also worked 
during the Olympics. 

Vendors whose Olympic 
dreams of staggering profits 
failed to pan out were also 
back, hawking leftover T- 
shiits, pins and other trin- 
kets. 

“A lot of them are trying 
"to make their money back,” 


shoufft not deterujine one's 
destiny, so too will these 
athletes teach us that one’s 
physical characteristics 
should not define or limit 
their life's potential,” said 
Andy Flemming. Atlanta’s 
Paralympic chief. 

Other featured headliners 
tapped for the ceremony 
included Aretha Franklin. 
Carly Simon, Liza Minnelli 
and Had and Oates. 

The stars had to compete 
with a crush of local volun- 
teers. including a choir of 
5.000 Gospel singers that 
filled a stage, formed lines 
between delegations of ath- 
letes on the field and filled 
aisles in the stands. 

Also on band were 1 ,000 
children’s choir performers 
and hundreds of teens from 
school marching bands. 


guished when the Olympics ... said vendor Humphrey 
ended Aug. 4. But the name tftnife of Atlanta, who was 


of fee person selected to 
light fee cauldron remained 
a secret until fee end. 

This is fee first time or- 
ganisers have charged ad- 
mission to fee Paralym- 
pics, which run through 
Aug. 25 at venues used for 
fee Olympics. 

Still, fee opening ceremo- 
ny sold out by Wednesday, 
with tickets ranging from 
$15 to $100. 

Regardless, fans contin- 
ued to line up outside fee 
stadium, trying to buy tick- 
ets, two hours before show- 
time. And. just as the fans 
returned, fee scalpers were 
back to take their money. 

“Everybody's coming up 
trying to get tickets, but we 
don’t have any to give them. 


still trying to unload 300 of 
fee 1.000 novelty Olympic 
medals he was stuck wife 
after the games. ‘‘Me, per- 
sonally. I'll be glad when 
it's over.” 

For fee opening ceremo- 
ny, co-producer Ken Chap^ , 
man said he wanted to ere* 1 
ate a “people's ceremony," 
capturing fee purity that 
some think fee Olympics 
has lost. 

Chapman recycled props 
and pieces of costumes 
from the Olympic cere- 
monies. In addition to the 
traditional parade of ath- 
letes. he planned a wheel- 
chair ballet troupe. And one 
athlete, a paraplegic, zipped 
around fee field on a jefUke 
hand cycle. 


Spinning World wins Prix Jacques Le Marois 


DEAUVILLE, France 
(R) — Cash Asmussen, 
riding Irish 2,000 Gui- 
neas winner Spinning 
World, won his fourth 
Prix Du Haras De 
Fresnay-Le-Buffard 
Jacques Le Marois 
Thursday. 

Spinning World held 
off a late charge by 
Vetbeuil to win the one 
mile (1.6 kilometres) 
Group 1 race by half a 
length with Shaanxi a 
further threeq trailers of 
a length back third. 

Spinning World was 
intiaDy held op in fifth 
place behind Gothen- 
berg, Le Triton, Sensa- 
tion and Chamwood 
Forest, but grabbed the 
lead 150 yards out to 
record his second Group 
1 victory. 

“I bad a good race as I 
followed through Le 
Triton and Chamwood 


Forest Once I pressed 
the button he really 
picked up for me and 
won easily,” said As- 
mussen. 

Spinning World regis- 
tered the Niarchos fami- 
ly’s sixth victory since 
1987 in the race which 
they sponsor. 

Meanwhile Zamindar, 
already as low as 8-1 
favourite in some betting 
lists for the 1997 English 
2,000 Guineas, gets 
another chance to test his 
lofty reputation in the 
Group 1 Prix Moray, run 
over six furlongs (1-2 
kilometre) Sunday. 

Zamindar is being 
mentioned in the same 
breath as bis full brother, 
Zafonic, the outstanding 
European juvenile of 
1992 and brilliant win- 
ner of the 1993 Guineas. 

That may be something 
of a cross to bear at tbe 


horse’s connections, but 
what is not in doubt is 
that the Andre Fabre 
colt, a well grown indi- 
vidual with a lovely 
action, bas shown excit- 


ing potential. 
Fabre. \vh 


Fabre, who trained 
Zafonic for Zamindar’s 
owner Khalid Abdullah, 
Is not noted tor pitching 
in at the deep end for 
nothing, and his protege 
bas done nothing wrong 
in his two starts two date. 

After romping home on 
his debut, Zamindar 
then dominated through- 
out in the Group 3 Prix 
De Cabourg. This is the 


logical next step up for 
tbe undoubted favourite. 

Tbe only other home 
contender is the Cri- 
quette head filly, Pas De 
Reponse, who created a 
good impression when 
taking the Pric Yacowlef 
on her debut. She is 


reported to be one of the 
stable’s best juveniles. 

British raiders are an 
integral part of Deauville 
and they account for 
three of the five runners 
in the big juvenile test. 
They are Bahamian 
Bounty, Rich Ground 
and Blue Ridge. 

David Loder's Baha- 
mian Bounty is very well 
thought off and trott^*. 
up at Yarmouth last 
month after a promising 
newmarket debut. 

Rich Ground gave 
trainer James Bethell a 
first group race success 
when creating a 40-1 
upset in the July stakes 
last month. The grey 
showed useful speed and 
could be open to further 
improvement 
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Clueless 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
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CONCORD “1” 

V. ! .• . j 

Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 

VJ . 625155 

PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 

Lalla Alawi & Singer Mohammad Fuad in 

Traffic Lights 

Julia Roberts...in 
Something to Talk About 

theatre group in the play entitled 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12;30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

Five-Star Government 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

Ace Ventura “2” 

Show: 5:15 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 

At 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call | 

Toy Story 

5:00 p.m 

CONCORD “2” 
SEVEN 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00, 8:15, 10:30 

& Hussein Tubeishat 
play starts 8:30 p.m 

625155-640155 1 
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Museeuw 
seeks to 
bounce back 
in Leeds 
Classic 

LONDON (R) — Johan 
Museeuw seeks to streng- 
then his grip on cycling's 
World Cup Sunday after a 
setback in San Sebastian 
last week, 

■pie Belgian Cup-holder 
failed to score points in 
Spain and starts the seventh 
round, the Leeds Classic, 
with a vulnerable lead of 
24 points. 

Although Italian Stefano 
Zanini is not racing in 
Leeds, Museeuw is still 
under pressure in this 232- 
kilometre race. 

Another pointless race, 
and victory for Ukrainian 
Alex Gontchenkov or Ital- 
ian Fabio Baldato, and the 
Belgian could face a pro- 
tracted battle to wrap up a 
second World Cup before 
the 11th and final race in 
Japan. 

That is still 10 weeks 
away, and after a season 
which opened in February, 
Museeuw is looking for 
another big win to add to 
his triumph in the Paris- 
Roubaix, April's Classic 
over the cobbles. 

He has been in the top 
two placings for the last 
three World Cup series, and 
after missing out in the 
Olympic road race, his 
other 1996 target, Mu- 
seeuw is out to ensure that 
the cup does not slip away. 

Tour de France winner. 
Bjame Riis. of Denmark, is 
in the line-up of 16 teams 
but is not a contender for 
the cup series. 

Last year’s winner, 
Anglo-Itafian Max Scian- 
dri, bronze medallist in the 
Olympic road race, and the 
Danish silver medal-win- 
ner Rolf Sorensen, are 
more likely to score over 
the tough route through 
Yorkshire. J 1 / 

Although tfie cup series is 
restricted to the top 25 
teams, the world governing 
body has given a dispensa- 
tion for a British team to 
start. 

Apart from Seiandri, 
Britain have their Olympic 
bronze medallist Chris 
Boardman in the field, but 
his current focus is on the 
world track championships 
in Manchester from Aug. 
28. 


GENEVA (R) — The 
Champions' League will 
increase from 16 to 24 
teams from the 1997-98 
season, European soccer’s 
governing body decided 
Thursday. 

UEFA, who dumped 
champions from smaller 
nations out of the European 
Cup two years ago, said the 
decision to change the for- 
mat means that afl domestic 
champions will have a 
chance to qualify for the 
Champions’ League. 

It said Europe's top-eight 
ranked countries would 
also be able to enter a sec- 


ond ream for the qualifying 
phase. 

The current top nations 
who stand to benefit by 
having a second team in the 
competition are Italy, 
Spain, the Netherlands, 
England, France, Germany, 
Portugal and Belgium, 
although the list could vary 
slightly by the start of the 
1997-98 season. 

A UEFA working group 
proposed the idea of ex- 
panding the competition in 
May. 

The expanded format 
means a flurry of matches 
over the European summer 


with the preliminary round, 
involving champions from 
32 countries, being played 
in July. 

The 16 winners then play 
a qualifying round in 
August with eight of the 
remaining national champi- 
ons plus eight additional 
high-placed teams. 

The winning 16 teams 
would then join the eight 
remaining champions in a 
Champions’ League made 
up of four groups of six. 

The Champions' League 
began with just eight clubs 
in the 1992-93 season. 


China’s Olympics chief 
slams Atlanta games 


BEUING (AFP.) — The 
head of China’s Olympic 
Committee has slammed 
the choice of Atlanta for 
the Centennial Games and 
urged the International 
Olympic Committee 
(IOC) to be careful in the 
future, China Sports mag- 
azine said Friday. 

“The IOC chose Atlanta, 
thinking that the United 
States’ material civilisa- 
tion and the Americans’ 
business are more impor- 
tant than traditions," said 
Wei Jizhong, secretary 
general of the Chinese 
Olympic Committee. 


“The outcome of the 
Atlanta Olympics proves 
it is risky to assign the 
Olympics to a few busi- 
nessmen who, relying on 
their experience tTi" trade, 
regard the organisation as 
a mere commercial activi- 
ty,” he added. 

China was a vocal critic 
of the Atlanta games, and 
complained bitterly at 
lack of hospitality, racism 
amd jealousy from U.S. 
organisers, journalists and 
crowds. 

Urging the IOC to draw, 
a lesson from the 1996 
games, Mr. Wei said the 


Atlanta organisers had 
neglected the athletes' 
interests and made pro- 
mi^ey t could not keep. 

‘fjjie' celebrations 'of the 
Centennial Olympic 
Games should have been 
held in its birthplace, 
Greece," he added. 

China is still smarting 
from its failed bid to win 
the 2000 Olympics, which 
went to Sydney. 

It continues to blame the 
United States for lobbying 
IOC members not to vote 
for their bid. 


Maradona ‘cracks under pressure’ — doctor 


BELLELAY, Switzer- 
land (It) — A psychia- 
trist treating Diego 
Maradona for drug 
abuse said Friday the 
Argentine soccer star 
was not an addict but a 
man who sometimes 
cracked under the bur- 
den of worldwide fame. 

At a news conference 
in this western Swiss 
town. Professor Harat- 


yan Arto Van said the 
35-year-old Maradopa 
hadf “a profound desire 
to break the vicious cir- 
cle” of drug-taking. 

“The pressures he 
faces as a celebrity are 
so enormous that his 
physical and mental 
resistance breaks 

down," Prof. Van said. 
“It is at these fatal 
moments that he falls 
back on drugs.” 

Maradona, once con- 
sidered the world’s 
greatest soccer player, 
flew into Switzerland 
Tuesday for a drugs 
core, two days after 
abruptly quitting his 
club Boca Juniors. 


He has has twice been 
suspended for drug 
abuse, in 1992 and in 
1994, and has been 
arrested in Argentina 
for cocaine possession. 

Maradona was origi- 
nally reported to he 
staying at a clinic on 
the snores of Lake 
Geneva, but in fact has 
been living at a hotel 
near Neucnatel, where 
he has been receiving 
treatment 

The news conference 
was held at a clinic in 
the Jura Mountains, 
where Prof. Van, who is 
also a professor at 
Berne University, prac- 
tises. 

Prof. Van outlined a 
10-day, three-stage 
course of treatment 
focusing on Mardona’s 
psychological, rather 

than physical, need for 
drugs. 

The First stage 
involves administering 
a drug by intravenous 
drip that boosts his 
defences. The drug was 
an entirely natural 


product said Prof. Van. 

The second stage con- 
sists of sessions with 
psychiatrists to reduce 
Maradona’s “emotion- 
al overburdening.” 

The third stage, which 
would not begin until 
next week, would 
directly tackle his 
drugs problem by try- 
ing to neutralise ms 
obsession with drugs 
consumption. 

“Diego Maradona is 
not an addict in the 
sense that he faces 
withdrawal pains. The 
problem is more psy- 
chological than physi- 
cal,” Prof. Van said. 

“When he needs a 
drug like cocaine he has 
to take it and then he 


can stop later. But he is 
always , disappointed 
with himselr after- 
wards. This is why he is 
determined once and 
for all to renounce 
drugs,” he added. 

Another psychiatrist 
treating Maradona, Dr. 
Giovanni Spano, said 
the Argentine had been 
given no guarantees 
that he would be cured 
of his drug compulsion. 

“This is the first step. 
You can’t change your 
life like you can change 
socks,” said Dr. Spano. 

“A full recovery will 
take time. Motivation is 
important and he wants 
to (piit — bat the possi- 
bility of a relapse is 
always a reality.”^ 


Unfurnished Apartment For Rent 

Consisting of 2 bedrooms, 2 salons, kitchen, 2 bathrooms, 
maid-room, guard room, central heating, telephone, garage, 
a 600 sq.m, private garden, separate entrance. Located 
near the Qatari and Yemeni Embassies. 

For Information please call 

Tel.: 638177, 638191, 657488 


King smashes own record 
at Rumman Hill Climb 


His Royal Highness Prince Abdullah prepares to drive his car at the Tall A1 Rumman 
tournament (Photo by Hatem All) 

UEFA increases Champions 9 
League from 16 to 24 teams 


By Roufan Nahhas 

and Munem Fakhoury 

Special io i he Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein broke the two 
-minute barrier in the coun- 
try’s most popular auto 
sport event, the Rumman 
Hill Climb, by clocking 
1:57,28 minutes Friday. 

Sheikh JaberAl Khalifeh 
from Bahrain took the sec- 
ond place with 1:58,08 
minutes, Lebanon’s Nabil 
Karam came third with 
1:59,34 min utes. 

Sixty-six competitors 
tried to break the two- 
minute barrier set by His 
Majesty King Hussien in 
1989 in his Mercedes 190 
with a time of 2 minutes 42 
seconds . 

The three-kilometre-long 
event witnessed the partici- 
pation of His Royal High- 
ness Prince Abdullah who 
came fourth with 2:02,97 
minutes. 

The race was attended by 
Her Majesty Queen Noor, 
Their Royal Highnesses 
Prince Faisal, Prince Ali 
and other members of the 
Royal Family, as well as 
thousands of sport loving 
spectators who filled the 



His Majesty King Hussein enters his car during the Rumman Hill Climb tournament 
Friday (Photo by Hatem Ali) 


area and watched their 
King break his own record 
in this one-day event. 

The Rumman Hill Climb 
took place 17-kilometre 
north of Amman just off the 
Jarash Highway, two kilo- 
metres north of Rumman 
village and the results are 
entered in the Jordan Dri- 
vers Open Championship. 


Unfortunately Jordanian 
drivers were unsuccessful 
in taking prominent posi- 
tions as the fifth place went 
to Rougeh Faghali from 
Lebanon with 2:07,17 min- 
utes and Raed Abed Jawad 
from Saudi Arabia came 
sixth with 2:09,64 minutes. 

After the race King Hus- 
sein spoke to the press and 


expressed his gratitude to 
the Royal Automobile Club 
of Jordan (RACJ > for the 
well-organised event. 

Receiving the lop prize 
for the King during the 
prize-giving ceremony was 
Prince Abdullah. Prince 
Faisal presented the tro- 
phies at the RACJ premises 
in Amman. 


United kick off with trip to the awkward squad 


LONDON (R) — Man- 
chester United, who sent 
shock waves through the 
Premier League last week- 
end by routing big-spend- 
ing rivals Newcastle 4-0, 
start the defence of the 
league title Saturday with a 
tricky visit to Wimbledon. 

United were superb in the 
Charity Shield at Wembley 
Sunday, brushing aside 
Kevin Keegan’s talent- 
laden team with chilling 
ease to reestablish them- 
selves as favourites for 
their -lltb championship, 
success and their fourth in 
‘‘five years. ' ''' '■ 

Frenchman Eric Cantona, 
captaining the side this 
year, was unstoppable, and 
“die Ferguson babes” — 
United’s cluster of exciting 
young home-grown players 
— seem destined to 
improve with age over the 
next couple of seasons. 

Manager Alex Ferguson 
has brought Czech Karel 
Poborsky and Dutch for- 
ward Jordi Cruyff into his 
multi-national set-up, and 
Danish goalkeeper Peter 
Schmeichel looks as formi- 
dable as ever. 

In short, all is sweetness 
and light at Old Trafford. 

But if any team can unset- 
tle last season’s league and 
cup double winners, Wim- 


bledon can. 

Now celebrating a decade 
in die top flight against all 
the odds, the south Londo- 
ners have a knack of bring- 
ing the high and mighty 
down to Earth with their 
uncompromising style of 
play. 

“I can’t wait to get my 
first tackle in on Mr. Can- 
tona,” Wimbledon defender 
Chris Perry said this week. 
“Then we'll really know we 
are off and running again.” 

But Wimbledon struggled 
' last season, finally Jpnishing ' 
1 L 14th after flli^g-widi'rele- 
gation, and United; with 
out-of-favour striker Andy 
Cole their only absentee, 
should take three points. 

Ferguson’s men will also 
take comfort from last sea- 
son's visit to Selhurst Park, 
where they won an 
enthralling clash 4-2 thanks 
to two late strikes from 
Cantona. 

Newcasde, who made 
partial amends for Sunday’s 
Wembley disaster with a 2- 
1 midweek defeat of Bel- 
gian side Anderlecht, start 
their bid for a much- 
yeamed-for league tide at 
Everton. 

The Tynesiders, deprived 
last season of their first 
major trophy since 1969 
and their first champi- 


onship success since 1927, 
have £ 1 5-million (S23.2 
million) man Alan Shearer 
in their ranks and are sure 
to push United right 
through until May. 

Shearer was subdued 
against United’s rock-solid 
defence, but his first league 
goal for his new club 
should not be long in com- 
ing. 

The man trying to stop 
him Saturday is veteran 
Welsh goalkeeper Neville 
Southall, making his 700th 
appearance fpr Joe Royle's 

Everton 's city rivals Liv- 
erpool are the only other 
side who looked capable of 
tugging the league trophy 
away from United or New- 
castle last year, and are 
again tipped for trophies. 

They travel to Middles- 
brough for arguably the 
match of the day. with 
Czech midfielder Patrick 
Berger expected to make 
his debut for the 
Merseysiders against for- 
mer Juventus striker Fab- 
rizio Ravanelli and Brazil- 
ians Branco and Emerson. 

Middlesbrough’s third 
Brazilian Juninho returned 
from the Atlanta Olympics 
with a knee ligament injury 
and may not start. 

At the other end of the 


country. Ravanelli ‘s com- 
patriots Gianluea Vialli and 
Roberto Di Maneo will line 
up for Chelsea at Sou- 
thampton, in a match which 
throws up an intriguing 
clash of coaching styles. 

Dutchman Ruud Gullit, 
an eloquent advocate of 
“the beautitul game,” pits 
his side against a team 
managed by fiery Scotsman 
Graeme Souness, who in 
his Liverpool days in the 
1980s was one of the most 
feared midfielders in the 
business. . 

In the capital, manager- 
less Arsenal hope to put a 
turbulent week behind them 
when they host neighbours 
West Ham. 

The 1989 and 1991 cham- 
pions sacked Bruce Rioch 
Monday and will not name 
his replacement — widely 
expected to be former Mo- 
naco coach Arsene Wenger 
— until at least next Tues- 
day. 

London’s other title-out- 
siders Tottenham travel to 
1995 champions Black- 
bum. who could mount a 
challenge again if they 
spend the fortune they 
earned from the Shearer 
deal wisely. 


Race for 2004 Olympics takes another step forward 


CAPE TOWN (R) — Cape 
Town’s hopes of becoming 
the first African city to host 
the Olympic Games take a 
step forward Thursday as 
formal bid documents are 
presented to the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) 
in Lausanne. 

Cape Town is bidding 
against 10 other cities for the 
2004 games — Buenos 
Aires, Istanbul, Lille, Rio De 
Janeiro, Athens, San Juan, 
Seville. Stockholm, Rome 
And St Petersburg. 

The next stage is the IOC 


Evaluation Commission in 
December. 

A short list of four or five 
will be announced in March 
or April next year and the 
winner in September. 

Cape Town is in the throes 
of a violent vigilante anti- 
drugs and gangsters cam- 
paign, local taxi wars and 
municipal strikes, but Robbie 
Stewart, a director of the bid 
company, is not deterred by 
the adverse publicity. 

He told Reuters: “We don't 
want to get involved in the 
specific issues or discuss 


Vigilante groups. It is, we 
believe, a policing problem 
— they just do not have 
enough resources. We sup- 
port any move to allocate 
more resources to the 
police.” 

Stewart added: "We are 
happy with the bid books — 
it is a great document with 
suberb illustrations. We be- 
lieve we have a strong bid.” 

The bid has had to endure 
many delays before the 
national government agreed 
in June to underwrite it and 
contribute towards the 7.5 


billion rand (SI. 6 billion) 
capital budget. 

Detractors say rates will 
increase and the money 
would be better spent on 
housing and basic facilities 
for the city slums. 

The bid company says 
hosting the Olympics will 
not use money allocated for 
housing and basic needs and 
that a successful bid will 
inject 30 billion rand (S6.6 
billion) into the economy 
between 1997 and 2006 and 
could generate over 90.000 
jobs. 


FOR RENT 

Deluxe furnished 1st floor apartment with 
telephone. 3 bedrooms, living, sitting and 
dining rooms, central heating, elevator. 

Call 695762 from 2:00 - 6:00 p.m. 


I For rCI lt TWO Super deluxe Furnished A partments 


Sconnd ETouf : /S-Ira', .> th-d rooms 

■ IPIIOL'P 

fjlMiisvM.il WIUMOUJI ft L (>927X0 


THE SAFEST , MOST EFFECTIVE 
WT KILLISG IXSECUCIDE AVAH A ELF 




Under the Patronage of HRH Princess Rania AIAbdullah 

Jordan River Designs presents 

Q\ mmer G fou vemr 

our annual Summer Exhibition 
1 5-25 August, 1 996 from 9.00 am - 9.00 pm. 

At Adli Centre, Shrrieisani 

For more information Tel. 6 1 SOS I -2 
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More .reports surface of torture 


deaths in Palestinian prisons 

Arafat says he will not tolerate torture by his 


police, promises Red Cross access to detainees 


RAMALLAH (Agencies) — 
New allegations of Palestin- 
ian police torture surfaced 
Friday after a 66-year-old 
man died in detention ’ in 
RamaJJah. 

Relatives said Khaled 
Altai, a farmer from a vil- 
lage in the Ramallah district, 
died after being arrested last 
week along with five of his 
sons over a land dispute with 
neighbours. 

Arbal died Tuesday in 
detention and the Ramallah 
prosecutor said he commit- 
ted suicide. 

But a Palestinian field- 
worker with the human 
rights movement Betselem, 
Bassam Eid, quoted relatives 
as saying late Thursday that 
Arbal's body bore signs of 
beating and torture. 

“The Palestinian (National) 
Authority (PNA) is losing its 
control over the security ser- 
vices,” Mr. Eid said in a radio 
interview. 

To allay charges Arbal was 
beaten to death, the prosecu- 
tor ordered an autopsy per- 
formed at an independent 
forensics intitule, Palestinian 
sources said. 

The Arbal case came to 
tight as human rights groups 
were demanding an investi- 
gation into the death of a 24- 
year-old Gaza man following 


several days of interrogation 
by PNA security services. 

Attorney General Khaled 
Al-Kidra said Nahid Dabian 
committed suicide by swal- 
lowing insecticide. Mr. Kidra 
acknowledged that Dahlan 
had been interrogated daily 
for several days but said an 
autopsy had shown he was 
not textured but bad commit- 
ted suicide. 

Palestinian police arrested 
a Gaza human rights activist, 
Mohammad Dahman, on 
Moaday night after he 
alleged that security police 
wore responsible for Mr. 
Dahlan ’s death. 

A Gaza tribunal on Thurs- 
day ordered Dahman held for 
a further IS days pending an 
investigation into charges 
against him of reputing 
"false and provocative" 
information. 

Mr. Dahman's arrest has 
drawn protests from Palestin- 
ian, Israeli and international 
human rights groups, includ- 
ing the U.S.-based Human 
Rights Watch. 

A Norwegian envoy said 
Friday PNA President Yasser 
Arafat has agreed to give the 
Red Cross access to PNA 


prisons. 

The human rights group 
Amnesty International called 
for the immediate release of 


two Palestinian police offi- 
cers who have not been heard 
from since their arrests in 
May and July. 

Deputy Norwegian For- 
eign Minister Jan Egeland 
said Mr. Arafat had agreed in 
a meeting between the two 
men Thursday night to sign 
an agreement to allow prison 
access to the international 
Red Cross. Mr. Egeland 
called the torture of prisoners 
“unacceptable.” 

“It’s worrying us very 
much," he told reporters in 
Hebron. ‘’We are very con- 
cerned with die human rights 
abases, but we are now hope- 
fill that President Mr. Arafat 
will take very active mea- 
sures." 

Mr. Egeland said; Mr. 
Arafat's government “finally 
... is taking seriously our 
request to play a much more 
active role in defending 
human rights. 

“It's possible to arrest peo- 
ple without mistreating or 
torturing them,” he added. 

At least seven prisoners 
have died following interro- 
gations in Palestinian jails 
since the autonomous zones 
were established in 1994. 

Amnesty International said 
two Palestinian police offi- 
cers held without charge and 
without access to their fami- 


lies were in danger of torture. 

Mohammad Rifat was 
arrested in May and Ibrahim 
Farid Shukairi, was arrested 
in July. Both are believed 
held in Gaza. 

Israel Radio said two 
Palestinian attorneys from 
Gaza are also being held in 
communicado. 

Pales tinian officials had no 
immediate response to the 
allegations. 

Mr. Egeland said he had 
brought up several cases 
raised by human rights group 
with Mr. Arafat, but did not 
specify which. 

Mr. Arafat said in an inter- 
view published on Friday be 
would not tolerate torture in 
jails but critics must under- 
stand that the PNA was deal- 
ing with fanatics. 

Mr. Arafat said ‘T have also 
signed an agreement that will 
give the Red Cross access to 
the prisons.” 

Mr. Arafat told Aften- 
posten some critics did not 
understand the dangers fac- 
ing the peace process with 
Israel 

“We are cracking down on 
fanatical organisations such 
as the Hamas and the Hizbol- 
lah, who coordinate their 
activities with fanatical 
Israeli groups to ruin the 
peace process,” he said. 


Eritrean envoy confirms 
troops on disputed island 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— Eritrea’s U.N. envoy on 
has confirmed that his 
country had deployed 
troops on a disputed Red 
Sea island, but played down 
the latest incident with 
Yemen saying that the 
numbers involved were 
“minimal.” Eritrean Charge 
d’ Affaires Ghirmai Gtae- 
bremariam told AFP that a 
French surveillance rep-ort 
onpassed to him by U.N. 
Secretary General 

Boutros Ghali mentioned 
that 50 soldiers had occu- 
pied 

Lesser Hanish since Sat- 
urday. -• 

But Mr. Ghebremariam 
refused to confirm the fig- 
ure, saying that “there is 
not a very big number, k is 
minimal. This is not a criti- 
cal situation." 

Eritrea had earlier denied 
Yemeni charges that "its 
troops had occupied Lesser 
Hanish, part of die disputed 
Hanish chain at the south- 
ern entrance to the Red Sea. 

The envoy added that 
there had been “no sudden 
movement” by Eritrean 
troops since December, 
when Eritrea and Yemen 
clashed after Asmara cap- 
tured the island of Greater 
Hanish. 

Mr. Ghebremariam stre- 
ssed that Eritrea stood by a 
French-brokered May 21 
accord providing for a 
peaceful settlement and for 
the long-running dispute to 
be submitted to 
international arbitration. 

He added that a visit to 
the region on Friday by 
French envoy Francis Gut- 
mann would “clarify that 
question about our adher- 
ence" to the May 21 acc- 
ord. 

Yemen Charge d' Affaires 
Hamed Obadi, who also 


Jordan reaffirms 
support for yemen 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti Thursday 
assured Yemeni Ambas- 
sador to Jordan Hassan 
A1 Lawzi the Kingdom's 
support for Yemen in its 
conflict with Eritrea. Dur- 
ing a meeting at his 
office, Mr. Kabariti con- 
veyed Mr. Lawzi a mes- 
sage to the Yemeni gov- 
ernment reiterating Jor- 
dan's support for 
Yemen's rights in its con- 
flict with Eritrea and its 
‘endeavours to end the 
conflict peacefully. 


received the French infor- 
mation from the U.N. sec- 
retary general concerning 
the presence of Eritrean 
troops, was unavailable for 
comment on Thursday. 

Yemen is demanding an 
immediate withdrawal of 
the Eritrean forces from 
Lesser Hanish, saying their 
presence threatens security 
and shipping in the Red 
Sea. 

U.N. officials stress that 
Dr. Ghali is not mediating 
in the dispute, but using his 
good offices while France 
acts as a facilitator between 
Sanaa and Asmara. 

The U.N. secretary gener- 
al bas sent letters to Eritrea 
and Yemen urging both 
sides to observe “maximum 
restraint,” his spokes- 
woman Sylvana Foa said 
here earlier. 

The Hanish islands con- 
trol access to the Bab A1 
Mandab straits at the ent- 
rance to the Red Sea and its 
oil traffic. Sovereignty over 
the islands, a former Otto- 
man possession, has never 
been decided by inte-ma- 
tional convention. 


Bid to lift Olmert’s immunity 
only after pre-trial hearing 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel's 
attorney general has with- 
drawn a request that the parlia- 
mentary immunity of Jer- 
usalem's Israeli Mayor Ehud 
Olmert be lifted so he can face 
charges of illegal fundraising, 
offering the politician a pretrial 
hearing instead, the justice 
mimstoy said Friday. 

Attorney General Michael 
Ben-Yair submitted a request 
Thursday to the Knesset, 
Israel's legislature, for the 
immunity to be lifted for Me 
Oirnest, adeputy firm the gov- 
erning Likud Party of Prime 
Minister Benyamin Neta- 
nyahu. But Ml Ben-Yair later 
backtracked and late Thursday 
agreed to a demand by Me 
CH meifs lawyers for a prelimi- 
nary hearing prior to any legal 
action being ca-ken against 
their client. Olmert is accused 


of using fake invoices to raise 
campaign funds for die Likud 
during elections in 1988, when 
he waspaity treasurer 
Mi; Ben-Yair has been a 
thorn in the side of the new 
government since Me Neta- 
nyahu was elected in May. He 
forced the resignation of Justice 
Minister Yaacov Neetnan ear- 
lier this month when he 
demanded a formal police in- 
vestigation into allegations Me 
N eeman tampered with a wit- 
ness in a court case dating back 
several years. Earlier he pre- 
vented ultra-natioaalist hardlin- 
er Rafael Eitan from obtaining 
the post of internal security 
minister by pursuing an inves- 
tigation into allegations Mr. 
Elan — a farmer army chief- 
of-staff — used clasrified mili- 
tary reconds to dberedit a polit- 
ical rival 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Egypt not to sign chemical arms treaty 


CAIRO (AP) — Egypt has again promised not to sign a 
treaty banning the production and use of chemical weapons, 
saying Israel must first get rid of its reputed nuclear stockpile. 
Egypt agrees on die treaty’s principled Egyptian newspapers 
said Friday, but fears that Israel's repotted arsenal of up to 
300 warheads would give it too much power over its neigh- 
bours. The newspapers cited an Egyptian diplomatic source 
who said Israel had first to sign the nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty. So far. die chemical weapons treaty has been ratified 
by 49 countries. 18 short ofthe number required to put its ban 
on production, transfer and use of such arms into effect Five 
of the 16 countries suspected of holding chemical weapons 
-n-. -Labya, Iraq, Syria, Egypt and North Korea — have not 
signedfihe 1 treaty. v*. i. 


Arafat may visit Japan in September 


TOKYO (AFP) — Palestine Liberation Organisation (FLO) 
leader Yasser Arafat may visit Japp in eariy September; foreign 
ministry officials said Friday. Foreign Miniver Yukihiko Ikeda is 
expected to offidaHy announce an invitation when he is to meet 
die Palestinian leader in the Gaza Strip on Aug. 25. “Wfe are still 
discussing die exact schedule for the possible visit,” an official 
said. If realised, ir wili be Mi: Arafat’s thinl visit to Japan and the 
first smee he became president of the Palestinian self-ruk gov- 
ernment in January. Kyodo News, quoting Foreign Mlrdstry 
sources, said Japan plarmed to extend direa economic assistance 
to Palestinians as part of its efforts to promote the Middle East 
peace process. Me Ikeda is scheduled to leave Tuesday on a tour 
ofEgypt, Syria, JoidmaodlsraeL He will return to Jqpan on Aug. 
29 after a brief stopover in Hong Kong. 


Iran appeals for help to dear mines 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran said it (fid not have the technological 
means to dear millions of mines planted by Iraq during their 
1980-1988 war and appealed for international assistance, Iran's 
official news agency IRNA said Friday. Iran’s envoy at the Unit- 
ed Nations, M^Ravanchi, cold a special session of the Securi- 
ty Councfl Thursday that Iraq had planted 16 mfllioa mines and 
other explosive devices in an area of more than four mfllioo 
hectares (10 urilKon acres) during its exxupatfanof Iranian terri- 
tory. But “despite our widespread efforts, we have only managed 
to defuse one-third of the mines, because we don’t have access 
to advanced technology and equipment,” he was quoted by 
IRNA as saying. ‘There have been unacceptable casualties 
among mine sweepers and innocent dozens,” Me Ravanchi 
added 


Israeli general gets symbolic punishment 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The former chief of Israel’s most elite spe- 
cial fbnresunkrec^ved a symbolk hree-nronth suspended sen- 
tence Friday for his role in the deaths of two soldiers during a 
desert training exercise. The army tribun 
demands that Colonel Amen Ben Abraham be demoted and 
serve prison time over the 1992 inddeaTro other officers in the 
SayeretMatkal the army’s most efite commando unh, were also 
given suspended prison sentences for negligence. The case 
involved the deaths of two 19-year-o)d Sayeret Matkal sokfiers 
who died of exposure during a forced march through the 
desert in southern Israel. 



ELVIS REMEMBERED: A British tourist kneels in front of Elvis Presley’s grave during a 
tour of Presley’s Graceland Mansion Friday in Memphis. Elvis fans from around the world 
are in Memphis to pay tribute to the singer on the I9tb anniversary of his death. Graceland 
said over 10,000 fans participated in the annnal candlelight vigil Thursday and Friday 
(Renters photo) 


Christians mount major challenge in 
Lebanese elections starting tomorrow 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon's 
parliamentary elections 
begin on Sunday in the 
Christian heartland of 
Mount Lebanon, where 
pro-government candidates 
face a challenge from oppo- 
nents hoping to stop what 
they see as the whittling 
away of Lebanon's sover- 
eignty. 

The Mount Lebanon polls 
are the first of five rounds 
of voting by region that will 
last until SepL 15, but they 
promise the hottest contest 
between supporters and 
opponents of the pro-Syrian 
government. 

■The main battle will be 
the fight for seven seats in 
the Metn area northeast of 
Beirut, one of Mount 
Lebanon’s six constituen- 
cies. A list headed by for- 
mer Deputy Albert 
Mokheiber, a determined 
critic of Syrian dominance 
in Lebanon, is challenging 
Interior Minister Michel A\ 
Mutt and his supporters. 

The outspoken and wide- 
ly respected Mokheiber, 82, 
and his fellow candidates 
have repeatedly hammered 
home the message .that they 
will try in parliament to 
“restore the country’s sov- 
ereignty.” 

Me Mokheiber and Mr. 
Murr, a millionaire profes- 
sional politician known for 
his frequently changing 
stands, are widely per- 
ceived as symbolising 
opposite ends of the 
Lebanese political spec- 
trum. 


Opposition sources say 
Mr. Murr has a built-in 
advantage as the minister 
responsible for organising 
the elections but they 
believe there is a 
grounds we 11 of popular 
feeling in favour of their 
challenge. 

Complicating the fight 
are divisions among the 
Christian community over 
whether to repear a 1992 
boycott when most Chris- 
tians and many Muslims 
stayed away from the last 
elections in protest at a 
flawed electoral law and the 
presence of 35,000 Syrian 
troops in Lebanon. 

However, the boycott 
assured the election of an 
overwhelmingly pro-Syrian 
parliament and this time 
Mr. Mokheiber and a hand- 
ful of prominent Christian 
opposition politicians have 
rejected new boycott calls 
and are fighting hard for 
election. 

Some 189 Christians and 
Muslims are running in 
Mount Lebanon for 35 of 
the 128 parliamentary 
seats. Some 656.000 people 
are registered to vote in the 
sue constituencies and 25 of 
the region’s 35 seats are 
reserved for Christians. 

Other regions — North 
Lebanon, Beirut, South 
Lebanon and the Bekaa 
Valley — vote on the four 
following Sundays. 

Hardline Christians-in- 
exile and at home called for 
a new boycott in July after 
parliament passed an elec- 


tion law they consider 
unfair and intended to pre- 
vent the election of 
deputies opposed to Syrian 
hegemony in Lebanon. 

Lebanon's constitutional 
court struck down the law 
on Aug. 8, on an appeal by 
opposition deputies, but the 
government rushed a slight- 
ly adjusted version through 
parliament to assure the 
vote would go on. 

The law splits the Mount 
Lebanon govemorate into 
six small districts, dividing 
up its Christian majority 
which might otherwise 
have returned a large num- 
ber of opposition candi- 
dates, but leaves the rest of 
Lebanon to vote by gover- 
norates. The division of 
Mount Lebanon is also 
aimed at guaranteeing the 
election of Druze leader 
Walid Junblatt, a key minis- 
ter allied to Syria, and 
Prime Minister Rafik A1 
Hariri, who was in danger 
of being swept aside by 
Christian voters. 

A group of opposition 
deputies hopes to lodge a 
second appeal with the con- 
stitutional court to delay the 
elections but has not yet 
gathered the 10 signatures 
needed. 

The Beirut daily A 1- 
Nahar said in a poll pub- 
lished on Friday 58 per cent 
of the electorate was 
expected to vote. This com- 
pares with 30.43 per cent 
who voted last time, 
according to official fig- 
ures. 


Netanyahu keeps up carrot-and-stick 


approach with Lebanon and Syria 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Benyamin Net- 
anyahu has ordered Israel's 
army to be more aggressive 
in combatting Hizbollah 
guerrillas, officials said Fri- 
day, in what appeared to be 
part of a new a carrot-and- 
stick approach to drawing 
Lebanon and Syria into 
peace talks. 

The officials said Mr. 
Netanyahu wanted the 
army to give up its defen- 
sive manner of dealing with 
HizboUah attacks in Israel's 
occupied buffer zone la 
South Lebanon, where 10 
Israelis have been killed 
since the two sides signed a 
conditional ceasefire in 
April. 

The new instructions call 
for stepping up raids, 
including pre-emptive 
strikes, against anti-Israeli 
fighters north of the occu- 
pied zone, the officials said. 

One army officer said the 
new approach has already 
led to a number of ambush- 


es by Israeli soldiers along 
the northern edge of the so- 
called “security zone” 
which killed about a dozen 
anti-Israeli fighters. 

The government also 
asked the array to draw up 
plans for major retaliation 
in the event Hizbollah fires 
rockets into northern 
Israel, the sources said. 

Katyusha rocket attacks 
into the northern Galilee 
sparked Israel’s 17-day 
Operation Grapes of Wrath 
air- and- artillery offensive 
into Lebanon which killed 
175 people before it was 
halted by a U.S.-brokered 
ceasefire agreement. 

In a question-and-answer 
appearance on Cable News 
Network television late 
Thursday, Mr. Netanyahu 
issued a strong warning to 
Hizbollah not to resume 
such rocket attacks on 
Israel. 

“Israel will not tolerate 
the shelling of the Galilee, 
the rocketing of civilian 


settlements without a very, 
very stiff response,” he 
said. 

“It is not something that I 
would suggest to anyone. It 
is not a good idea to test 
our will and resolve on this 


issue. 

Mr. Netanyahu's warning 
and the higher profile mili- 
tary strategy in South 
Lebanon was seen as aimed 
not only at Hizbollah but 
also ar Lebanon and Syria, 
which earlier this week cat- 
egorically rejected propos- 
als he has put forward to 
resume peace talks by 
focussing on a possible 
Israeli withdrawal from 
Lebanon. 

During the television 
interview, Mr. Netanyahu 
said that if the Lebanon cri- 
sis is not resolved, violence 
will escalate, “which is 
neither good for Syria, nor 
for Israel nor for peace.” 

He then went on to again 
try and sell his so-called 
“Lebanon first” option. 


Talk mounts of boycott of Bosnia polls 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — Thlk is 
nxxmti^ctfancRtositmlx^ 
colt of Bosnia’s first post-war 
general ejections due next 
month, after former Premier 
Haris Silajdzic said he planned 
to pull out of the race. 

Mi. Silajdzic, who was due to 
address reporters in Copen- 
hagen Friday, told UJS. officials 
in Sarajevo on Thmsday that he 
planned to boycott foe polls 
because they would do nothing 
to unite foe country. 

The farmer premier; viewed 
by Washington as a proponent 
ofetimic unity in Bosnia Herze- 
govina, told U.S. Secretary of 
Stale Warren Christopher in 


Sarajevo, he was planning to 
withdraw firm the elections. 

Mr. Christopher, who was on 
a one-day visit to Sarajevo 
Thursday to drum up support 
forfoepons,mgedMnSikjdz- 
ic to reman in foe running. 

Ml Silajdzic, the fanner pre- 
mier and foreign mmishy . was 
not convinced The elections, 
which will w fie in powerful 
new parliaments in foe twin, 
efomcaDy-marited entities that 
make up post-war Bosnia, are a 
"ratification of genocide,” he 
said 

He added that foe central 
authorities to be elected at the 
same time are weak, and win 


not be properly defended by foe 
nationalist parties that are likely 
to be elected bur which do not 
have a strategic self-interest in 
holding foe country together, 
U5. officials here reprated 
The right given to people to 
vote where they live now rather 
than where they lived before foe 
war means foe “etimic-cleans- 
ing” which forced thousands of 
people from their homes will be 
sanctified, he said 
Eartier in foe week, a 
spokesman for the fomter com- 
munist Social Democratic 
Party (SDP) said it would pull- 
out of ihe elections if it felt they 
were going to do nothing to 


unite foe country. 

Miro Lazovic, speaker of foe 
Bosnian parliament said the 
SDP would “run in the elec- 
tions cmiy if the elections can 
provide for a reintegration,” 
adding he doubted this would 
happen. 

The SDP is part of a wider 
fiw-party centre-left coalition, 
the Unified List, favo uring the 
re-unification of foe country. 

Nagorka Idrizovic, a spokes- 
woman for the Unified List tokJ 
AFP Friday it had still not 
decided on whether or not to 
boycott foe polls. 

For the moment “we think it 
is better to insist on improving 


conditions, like getting equal 
access to the media for all par- 
ties" but tire formation could 
decide on a boycott “any time” 
she added 

An official from the Organi- 
sation fra Security and Cooper- 
ation in Europe, which is nm- 
ning foe poll, told AFP Friday 
that none of the party is eject- 
ing to foe conditirars for foe poll 
had actually pulled out of the 
poll 

And in the Seri? entity that 
makes up half of pat-war 
Bosnia, alongside the Muslim- 
Croat federation, “no-one” is 

talking of a boycott foe official 

said 


Pele loses 
app-eal in 
paternity suit 


RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil 
(AP) — Pele has lost a 
legal appeal against a 
woman who claims to be 
his daughter. The Superi- 
or Court of Justice fa 
Brasilia, the capital, threw 
out Pele’s request for 
additional testing to deter- 
mine whether he is the 
father of Sandra Regina 
Machado. Judge Ruy 
Rosado De Aguiar Junior 
ruled that there already 
was ample evidence, 
including DNA tests, to 
show that Ms. Machado is^ 
indeed the daughter of 
soccer's greatest player. 
Ms. Machado contends 
that Pele had an affair fa 
1963 with her mother, 
who worked as a house- 
maid in Santos when Pele 
was a star with the local 
Santos Soccer Club, fa 
June. Ms. Machado was 
awarded a new birth cer- 
tificate with the surname 
of Pele, whose real name 
is Edson Arantes Do 
Nascimento. Pele, 55, 
retired in 1977 and now is 
Brazil’s minister of 
sports. He remarried in 
1994 and his wife, 
Assiria, is expecting 
twins. 


Black students 
protest naked ^ 


SAO PAULO (AFP) — 
Four black students at the 
University of Sao Paulo 
(USP) launched a nude 
protest against the state 
school for failing to keep 
its commitment to set 
aside 10 per cent of grad- 
uate and doctoral slots for 
blacks. The disrobed 
demonstrators, members 
of the Pro-Quota Commit- 
tee For Blacks of the USP, 
charged that the universi- 
ty's reneging on foe 
accord was racist, and 
promised to protest once a 
month until their demands 
were heard. ‘‘The lack ‘of 
blacks here is shameful,” 
said Newman Santana* 
one of the protestors. The 
committee charged that 
only one per cent of foe 
USP's 50,000 students are 
black, and that of the 
6.000 professors, only 12 .. 
are black. jjf> 


Kidnapped 
Belgian girls 
rescued 


BRUSSELS (R) — Belgian 
police have rescued two 
kidnapped girls — one of 
whom had been missing far 
nearly three months — in 
the first successful conclu- 
sion to a series of child dis- 
appearances which have 
been linked to paedophiles. 
Laetitia Delhez. 14, and 
Sabina Dardenne. 12, were 
found late Thursday hidden 
in a secret compartment 
behind a wardrobe in a ter- 
raced house near the south- 
era city of Cberleroi. Two 
men and a woman were 
arrested. Belgian newspa- 
pers said one of the men and 
the woman were already 
known to police. La 
Deraiere Heure newspaper, 
hinting at a possible pae- 
dophile ring operating in the 
country, said 14 young girls 
and one boy Had diegw - 
peared in the past six year^ 
Of these, five have been 
found dead and eight are 
still missing. Only the two 
rescued Thursday have been 
found alive. The rescue -fol- 
lowed a nationwide hunt 
after Delhez disappeared- a 
week ago on foe short walk 
from a local sw imming pod 
to her home in the southern 
town of Bertrix. Eyewit- 
nesses reported a suspicious 
van in the vicinity and 
remembered part of the 
licence plate. This, coupled 
yrith a poster campaign and 
in-depth inquiries, led to the 
anest Tuesday of the three 
people, but it was not until 
Thursday that one agreed © 
lead the police to the bouse 
and foe hiding place. To 
foeir surprise they also 
found Dardenne, who had 
been missing since May 28.^ 
Both girls were reported toff 
be physically well and woe " 
allowed to rejoin foeir 
families after a medical 
examination. 
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